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snowfall 'as a happy augury for the coming 
Chinese fyear. : ee 
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es from 
will leave. Yokosuke towards the end of Febru- 
ary on ajtraining cruise. It will make its way.to 
a point on the coast south of San Francisco, and 
then turn north in order to visit: the Seattle 


Vancoaver and Hawaii. 


Ge Eruperr' inialy isteasientee . 

@ Manila Carnival ........ .-...; A large number of forged banknotes are in 

Serious shooting Affray at Yaumati ‘ aa “Ch; 

Funeral of Lance-Sergeant Mills. ..,.cs.sss....00..,.86 | Ceulation in Indo-China. 

Correspondence :—- Many Chinese at Bangkok are said to have 
Hongtong Football Club and the Shanghai ‘ recently discarded the queue. 

The Yunnan Baliway. we 86 | Miss Gilchrist, the wealthy lady who was 

St. John’s Cathedral 0. sce seccsees 


reer 


mysteriously murdered in a Glasgow flat, has by 


The China Association ......... her will bequeathed £5,000 to Mr. James John- 


. International Opium Commission ..........ceceeseseees 
Company Reports :— 
Hongkong Land Investment and Agency Co. ..... 
Hongkong Land Reclamation «'o. Ftd. svekedoreans 
Weat Point Building Company ..  . ...... 89 
Hongkong Canton end Macao Steamboat Co....... 
: hina Provident Loan and Mortgage Co., Ld. ... 
Half Yearly Dividends (0. oo... cesses enteoe es 
- Public Company Meetings :— ; 
Hongkong Lan Investment and Agency Co., Ld. 
Hovgkong Laud Reclamation Company ... . ..... 
West Point Building (ompany adres 
Campbell, Moore & Co., Ld, 
Steamship Passage Raves ......... 
Shipping Notes eeeidine Stans 
2 _  The-Korean Emperor's Tour . 
8 Far Eastern Telegrams ....... 
7 Hongkong Appointments ... 


, 


Ancther:Burglary ... 
ormosan Sugar ............ 
rhipping af Saigon ............ 


mmercial -.... 
Shipping 


: BIRTHS, 


v 


On January 8r', at Hankow, to Mr. and Mrs. 
E. M. Reynotps,a son. — 
» On January 6th, at Shanghai, the wife of Mr. 
Se Davin: LANDALE, of a Caughter. 
On-the 10th in-tant at “Crageide” The Peak, 
the wife.of A,.H, Sxe:ron, of a sun. ; 


_ Op the 2th inst. at Victoria Hospital, |Hong- | 


kong:-Mre. A. Ramsay, of agon. . 
: ._, On January. 15th at Shanghai, to the wife of 0, 
i H, -Rrrter. 2 son. 
: ¢On-January-15tt, at Shanghai, the wife of the 

Rev.-Ri'G. Wornina, of a daughter. . 
: : - On 26th-January, at “Villa Branca,” Robinson. 
D4 _  Road,:Hongkong, the wife of Mr. Joss M. Atvzs, 
e ofasou, 

Tete e 8 : ERATE 
“ll DEAT aS, 


: O1 January 11th, at Kulntigsu, Amoy, Joux 
Puinyips,.jate Chief Constable of the British 
Concession, Amoy, Aged'7: years, =, 

. On: Jgnpary 6th, at Shanghai, Emme, the 
beloved mother of Cuanxzs Ipure, aged 74 years. 


od 


appointment of British Vice-Consul at Sourabaya 


— at Manila, will be known to many in 


ston, Shanghai. 
Mr. R. W. E. Dalrymple has resigned the 


from the let ult. Mr. A.C. Ballingal now acts 
as British Gonsul there. 


The new naval dock at Sasabo, which is reput- 
ed to be thd largest yet'constructed in the East, 
is now fast approaching completion and is ex- 
pected to be opened shortly. 


A telegram to Tokyo from London states that 
the advance ih silver has been due to largo 
orders coming from China, and to purchases of 
the metal on behalf of China. 

Mr. E. M. Janion of the Chartered Bank has 
been appointed agent at Batavia Mr. J.Camp- 
bell another member of the Bank's staff well 
known in the Kast, has just been married at 
Batavia. : 


A Chinese newspaper published in Peking ‘is 


responsible for the statement that, on the Dalai’ 


Lama's departure from Peking, the Russian 
Minister made him a present of 20,000 Taels, 
and the Dalai Lama in acknowledgement gave 
the Minister 24 “ jo:ses.” | 


Captain (. W. Mead, who died suddenly last 


ongkong and Canton as the former chief 
engineer of the Canton-Hankow railway. He 
died at the Army and Navy Club from: acute 
gastritis. Thewidow and family are in Europe. 

The Board of War at Peking recently wired 
to the various military departments instructing 
that, hereafter, all arms used by Chinese troops 
should be obtained from Chinese arsenals! 
Foreign weapons should only be purchased 
when the local eupplies are found insufficient. 


It is gazetted that Miss E. Finch, an 


‘American, living at)No 43, Wakamatsn-cho 


‘Yokohama, has been !naturalized as a Japanese 
subject. 


lady to be naturalized'in Japan. . Miss Finch be- 


longs to the Independent Branch of- the Evan- | T! 


gelical Association of North America. 


It is said that-she is the first foreign | wi 


. 
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Tho Jépanese Training Squadron, consisting 
e Naval Engineering College.on board, 


Exhibition. On‘ its return route it will visit 
We learn from a Manila contemporary that 
Messrs Wm. H. Anderson and (‘ompany repre. — 
senting the Green Island Cement Company, 
last week received the award for furnishing 
30,000 barrels of their product to the Philippine © 
Railway, Company, at Dloilo ahd Geb. “The 

above, says our contemporary, is one. of the 
many large contracts recently awarded Ander- 
son and Co., whose celebrated Green Island — 
cement ranks high by test, with advantageous 
price. , : . ot 
' The Emperor of China is ill of confluent 
small pox. On the 20th inst. an Imperial Res- 
cript was issued making it known that the young 
Emperor would not attend the temporary burial _ 
of his predecessor in the nountains, but'as-that - 
event does not take place until the Ist of May, 
the announcement did not suggest an illness,. . . 
The Rescript says the Emperor regards it asa ~ 
duty to his predecessor to attend the funeral, 
but hé yields in the matter to the wish’: of 
the Empress Dowager who says he is too young. 
Owing, says a Chinese contemporary, to the 
fact that serious diplomatic complications. are 
‘often ohused by the molesting and robbing of © 
foreigners travelling in the provinces by: the- 
ignorant country people, the Wai-wu-pu hast 
proposed. to the Goyernment that in future 
when foreigners apply for permits to go to the . 
interior, whether on business or for pleasure, 
the high officials of the provinces through 
which they pass should be farnis hed with fall 
particulars of the travellers and the reasons for 
their journeys and be requested to instruct 
their subordinates to publish the’ same in all 
public places for the information of the people: 
The Government view this proposal very 
favourably. - oy 4. er 
Tho| Salvation Army, in Java, has started 
on a new line of work by taking up Govern- — 
ment contracts, through its. Conimander,-: at. > 


™ 


74. 


M. E. Willoughby has-been appointed British 
military attaché at Peking. fo 
The returns of cultivated rubber oxported 
‘from the Federated Malay States in 1908 show 
s total export of 1,413 tons which is better by 
no less than 527 tons than the export in 1907. 


The 8.8. Hanping, which sunk in the river at 
Bhanghai at the end of October and remained 
under water until December 30, was dry-docked 
at the Old Dock, Shanghai, last week. 


On receipt of the news of Admiral Rohzdest-. 
vensky’s death a courteous telegram of: con- 
dolence was sent to the family by Admiral 
Togo, through the Naval Attaché to the 
Russian Embassy in Tokyo. - 

A census of Formosa taken at the end of 1907 
has just been published. It shows: a popula- 
tion of 3,108,723, including 79,925. Japanese 
3}018402 natives and 11,396 foreigners. About 

_ 120,000 aborigines are excluded from the above 
list. 


There will be general congratulations from 

: numerous friends in Singapore, says a Southern 

Pes : conteniporary, on the occasion of the engagement 

as of Dr. W. BR. C. Middleton, Municipal Health 

‘Officer, to Mrs. Brooke Hunt, sister of Mrs. 
Freer... ‘ 


A committee has been formed at Shanghai to 
take in hand the work of collecting subscriptions 


dered homeless and destitute by the recent cala- 
mity in Italy. Mr. A. McLeod is president and 
Mr. G. Passeri hon. secretary. 

. . The Viceroy of Yunnan, H. KE. Shih Liang, 
has wired to the Wai-wu-pu stating that the 
French have established a Post Office at Meng- 
tze Kwan. As this, the Viceroy says, constitutes 
a breach of the commercial treaty, he asks the 
Wai-wu-pu to notify the French Minister so 
that he may order its withdrawal. se 

The Anti-Opium movement in Peking is be- 
ing effectively carried on, says our metropolitan 
contemporary, but there are still s6veralPrincesses 
and families of high officials who have so 
far-been overlooked. The Anti Opium Bureau 
now proposes to open a special department for 
treating female cases so that the habit may be 
abolished among these. 

Ingpector Quincey, formerly of Hongkong, 
and now Chict of Police at Chinanfu, aarved a 
Shanghai last week on a brief visit, having 
three months’ leave of absence. It is a rumour- 

ed that Mr. Quincey has bqen approached by 
the Shanghai Taotai to tuke the Paoshen 
Police Force in hand and train it. 


His Excellency the Governor of the Straits 
Settlements, the -_Straits Times under- 
. Stands, will probably leave for home by the 
-?mail sailing about the middle of February. 
His Excellency will be away some three months 
altogether, and during his absence the duties of 
Officer Administering the Government will.be 
undertaken by the Colonial Secretary, Sir 
Arthur Young, K.C.M.G. ; 


Bangkok papers record the death of Mr: John 
Kilgour Black who had resided in the Siamese 
capital since 1872. He was an engineer and in 
his time had superintended the erection of a 
large number of the rice mills in the country. 
The death is also announced of Mr. Theodore F, 
Western, of the firm of the General Electric 
Company of the United States of America. 
Mr. Western only arrived in Bangkok in 
December for the purpose of examining and 
putting right the big Curtis turbine engine at 
~ the Siam Electricity Co.'s power station. He 
‘died of émallpox. 

- The first instalment of the relief fund raised 


_in Japan for the earthquake sufferers in Italy, 
amounting to 200,000 lire (about Y78,000) was 
telegraphically remitted to the Italian Govern- 

_ment throngh Mr. Hayashi, the Ambassador at 

_ Rome, on the; 11th inst. Itis reported that the 

“gubscriptions sent in to the Red Cross fund for 
’ the relief of sufferers by the Messina earthquake 
' already total 460,000 yen, and it is expected that 
- before the lists opened in various quarters close 
‘the aggregate will exceed half a million. Pro- 

. fessor Omori, of the faculty of Tokyo University, 

+. gnd Professor Nakamura, Professor of Architec- 

. ture at the University, have now been definitely - 


* 


tidhs ognjoeriiing the earthquake, 


. The Indian Gasette apeoundés that Major 1 


, -Instractéd to proceed to Italy to make investiga- | 


and raising funds for the relief of those ren- || 


a 
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THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


The ex-Grand Councillor H. E. Yuan Shih | 


Kai arrived at Wie-fie-fu on the 6th instant, 


and. wited to the Grand Council that he will rest 
‘there temporarily. This request has been sano- 


tioned by the Regent, says our Peking contem- 
porary, and accordingly the Grand | ‘ouncil have 
replied, by wire, conveying compliments and 
urging him to nurse his sickness carefully. 

Mr. F, 8. A. Bourne, H.B.M.’s acting Judge 
for (hina and Korea, is shortly coming down 
to Canton, to try two Admiralty cases. The first 
case is that of the owners of the Chinese junk 
Man On (for whom Mr. Loftus E. P. Jones has 
been retained) versus Messrs. Butterfield and 
Swire, owners of the ss. Nanchang. The 
claimants in the other case are also the owners 
of a native junk and they sue the Yik On 
steamship company, owners of thess. Taz On 
for damages. , 


Mr. G. W. Noel, being the only nominee by 
registered landowners, has been elected Land 
Commissioner for the Foreign Settlement of 
Shanghai for 1909. The following gentlemen 
are candidates for election as Councillors for the 
Foreign.Community at Shanghai for the ensu- 
ing year :—Messrs. H. de Gray, F. C, Heffer, 
H. du F. Hutchison, D, Landale, W. D. Little, 
H. A. J. Macray, O Meuser, W. A. C. Platt, J. 
Prentice, T. E. Trueman. Only six of these 
ten were members of the old Council and a poll 
of the ratepayers is necessary. 


A Tonkin paper calls attention to the inoreas- 
ing importance of Saigon, and its extraordinary 
commercial development, as a striking example 
of French colonising enterprise. Every year, 
that port goes ahead in a remarkable manner, 
the population increases rapidly and builders 
never find business slack. The tonnage fre- 
quenting the port rose from 834,340 tons in 
1903 to 1,695,315 tons in 1907. The volume of 
trade in imports and exports together shot up 
from a value of over 259 millions of francs in 
1902 to nearly 392 millions in 1907. 


During last year the number of plague cases 
at Rangoon was 1,109—aboutthe samé number 
as in Hongkong. In 1907 the public brought 
to the Sanitary 
1,157,148 rats and the Plague staff caught 
40,602. In 1908, the Plague Staff's record was 
110,696, and the public contribution. 731,712. 
The Health Officer comments :—This decrease 
is entirely satisfactory. The large rat- reward 
had encouraged, a very big system of swindling. 
Rats in enormous numbers were being brought 
in by contractors from the jungle and the paddy 
fields, and retailed to large numbers of coolies, 
who brought them to the depots in small 
numbers for the reward. This system-has to a 
very large extent been broken down and the 
diminution in the number of rats brought by 
the public means simply diminished frand and 
lessening of oeffective-action. The plague 
officers are now in closer touch with the section 
of the community which brings in rats and 
know where and how tho rats are caught. 


On New Year's Day, the Management of the 
Peking-Hankow Railway was taken over by the 
Chinese Anthorities from the Belgian Company, 
by whom it had been built and operated for the 
Chinese Government. To celebrate the occs- 
sion, H.E. Liang Shih-yi, Director-General of 
the Chinese Imperial Railways, held a reception 
at the Railway office, Peking, at which besides 
the principal Railway officers, Sir Walter 
Hillier, Dr. Morrison, Mr.-J. O. P. Bland, and 
others were present. In a speech ably translat- 
ed-in French by Mr. Lou, Administrator-in- 
Chief, of the Traffic Department, H.E. Liang 
said that as the Chinese Government had taken 
over the line, it was now for the first time under 
the management of a Chinese offices He thank- 
ed all present for having responded to his 
invitation to celebrate the occasion. The 
Chinese Government was sincerely grateful to 
the Belgian Company to whom the building of 
the line was due; and it was not forgetful of the 
many difficulties that had been encountered in 
the progress of the work. His Excellency 
further eulogized the excellent manner in which 
Mr. H. Prud’homme, the Belgian Company's 
representative, had fulfilled his duties of General- 
Manager of the line. Mr. Prod’homme and he 
had always been on the most friendly terms, and 
still remained so, although the management of 
the Ruilway had now passed into Chinese hands, 
sir. Prud'homme answered in suitable terms. 
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department at Rangoon 
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UROPATKIN’S PROPHE 
(Daily Press, 22nd January.). 
InMcClure’s Magazine forthe currentm 
we have the: final instalment of the tr 
lation of General Kuropatxtn’s su 
bookjon the war.. Although in the previc 
instalments we have had very trenchant . 
critidism of the discipline of the army’ in the 
field under “officers whocould not lead,’ ‘the. — 
author has not a shadow of doubt of Russin’s -_ 
eventual success, had the war been prolong- . 
ed. |‘Never in our military history,” he 
he says, “has Russia sent out forces of such 


ono as in September 1905 when we 


unexpectedly received the fatal news that 
an agreement between our representatives 
aud the Japanese had been reached at: Ports- 
mouth.” By that time, he goes on to 
explhin, they had rid themselves largely of _ 
the jolder reserves by aending them to the 
rearjguard and had obtvined in exchange 
several hundred thousand young men—new 
recruits, enliste! as regulars, a great propor- 
tion] of whom had volunteered to join the 
army. For the first time since the beginn- 
ing lof the war the army was filled upto its - 
fullcomplement. Anarmyof amillion men, 
well| organised, seasoned. by- fighting and 
supplied with officers upoh whom they- . 
could thoroughly rely, were preparing 
to |continue the bloody conflict with 
the | Japanese, when, owing to “ painful. 
internal disorders, and a hostile or, at best, 
mt sentiment among the Russian 
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public toward the war’ an “unfortunate 
peace’? was concluded by Russia. © The. 
colt of this premature conclusion of peace 
he says, is that that the “ Yellow Peril,” 
oly, recently foreseen, bas now arrived. 
It is in the author’s summing up of the 
lessons of the war that we are now ch efly 
interested. Consolation is derived from the 
consciousness which the war gave to Russia 
that| her Western neighboursare notcherish-. . 
ing |any plans of conquest so far as Russia 
fonerne Complications had ben 
feared and this fear, General KuRopaTKIN 
says, influenced the fortunes of the war, 
becaluse her -best troops were withheld to 
defend Russia when they should have been 
at the front in the Far Hast. He goes on 
to point out that the chief work of t'e 
Rusgian army in the last two hundred years 
has consisted in the enlargement of the 
Empire’s boundaries on the North-West 
and jon the South, and the result has been | 
that! the boundaries of the Empiré<bave — 
begun to be surrounded by a population 
“not sufficiently amalgamated” with the 
Russian people. In this respect, he says - : 
Ruszgia’s frontiers now are less favourable in * 
a military sense than they were in 1700. 
Russia, in her frortier of 11,000 miles, 
contiguous to nine different kingdoms needs, 
in his opinion, no alterations in her boundary 
lines. In a Report to the Emperor i0 1900, 
he wrote .— Pee oy 
“However legitimate may by our desire to 
posseks outlets from the Black Sea and upon the 
Indian and Pacific Oceans, yet:these. matters 
affect the interest of almost the entire world.so - 
deeply that if we started to secure: them, we 
should have to. prepare for’s conflict against a 
coalition consisting of England, Germany, ‘Tur- 
key, Austria, and China and Japan. It is not 
the mere fact of Russia’s movement toward this 
or that of the outlets just mentioned that is ter- - 
| rible to these Powers, but the consequences-that - 
would ensue should the attempt be snocessfnl. 
The possession of the Bosphoras and of.an.out- . 
let to the Mediterranean Sea would enable us to 
take decisive action in the Egyptian question, in- - 
order to make the Suez Canal international: An . 
“outlet on the Indian’ Ocean would constitutea . - 
permgnent threat to India.‘ But the‘thing cer- 
tain, most of all, to frighten the moré cultured © 
peoples of Europe and America, which: furnish 
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the whole world with the products of their fac- 
tories and foundries, would be Russia's entrancé 
: into .competition with them for the world's 
market. Holding in our hands railway lines 
% | connecting the Pacific Ocean and. the’ Baltic 
Sea, and having outlets to- the Mediterranean 
and the Indian and Pacific Oceans, Russia, with 
her inexhaustible natural wealth, would become 


a formidable commercial competitor to the 
powers of the entire world. 


“In view of the vast bodies of armed forces 
that the nations concerned possess, it is obvious 
that neither in the gighteenth nor the nineteenth 
centuries have we encountered such difficulties 
and dangers as wa should inevitably encounter 
in wars in the twentieth century waged in con- 
flicta for warm seas. The forces of the present: 
generation might prove insufficient for the at- 

' tainment of possessions necessary only to future 

generations. More than that, an examination 

of our military forces might lead to the conclu- 

sion that the execution of new tasks, indispen- 

sable for the Russia of the year 2,000—with 

_its 400,000,000 of population—is not only 

beyond the strength of the generation now liv- 

ing, but that now, in consequence of the rela- 

- . pia greater military preparedness of our 

neighbours, even .the maintenance of Russia‘s 

present boundaries in their integrity would be- 

come extremely difficult.” 

That is an eminently satisfactory view 

- of the Russian position so far as the 
world at large is concerned, but General 

KURoPATKIN shares with H.M. the Katser 

an overwhelming dread of the “ Yellow 

- Peril.” He bas always, he says, been a 

thoroughly convinced advocate of the idea 

that peaceful co-operation between Rusaia 

and England in Asia was imperative, and an 
op} onent of all offensive plans in the direc- 

tion of India. Establishment of friendly 

; relations with England is not only natural 

but.desirable, he saya, “ for, in the event of 

a rebellion againet England in India, we 

should be on the side uf the English.” The 

twentieth century, in General Kurorat- 

KIN’s opinion, is bound to bring a terrible 

conflict in Asia between Christian and non- 

Christian races, and he adds: “ For the 

good of humanity, it is imperative and 

necessary that in the conflict we should 

be the ally of Christian England against 

the non-Chinese races of Asia.” Sir 

Rozert Hart, on the other hand, 

has .been comforting the world with 

the reflection that the dev-lopment ‘of 

China as a military power will afford a 

guarantee of permanent international peace. 

Time alone will decide which ie the true 

prophet. No man can say wi.at will happen, 

ae but weshould imagine that the cultural pro- 

at -- gress of the Asiatic races; the growing 

success of diplomacy and the develop- 

~ ment of international commerce, combined 

with an almost entire absence of religious 

fanaticism in Asia, all tend to discredit 

the bogey of a great conflict in which the 

whole military strength of non-Christian 

-¢ Asia will be measured against the amal- 
gamated forcea-of Christian Eurspe. 


. 
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CHINA’S FINANCIAL 
_ ARRANGEMENTS. 


——_—_—_o—o —__ 
(Daily Press, January 26th) 

. That the present Chinese administration 
is thoroughly in earnest in ita desire to 
bring the financial arrengements of the 
Empire into order is clearly evident: the 
task is, however, @ gigantic one, and will 
-need all the energies of the.Government to 
be devoted to it for many years to come. 
Peking is undoubtedly quite correct in 
stating that the greater part of*thie present 
financial difficulties of the Empire proceed 
fromthe mal-administration of the provinces, 
yet, in view of the equally iaclallenecatle 
tact that these provincial shortcomings are to 
. be traced directly to the irregular and ever 
increasing exactions of the Imperial House- 
hold at Peking, it would lead to an entirely 


-CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


false impression were we to affirm that 
qybe provinces were mainly, or even 
largely, to blame for present condition. Of 
late years expenses have been growing, 
partly (due to natural and proper reasons 
euch as a general reduction in the purchas- 
ing power of the silver currency, and largely 
to the necessity for increasing the efficieucy 
of the Government by appointing officials, aa 
for instance ministers abroad, a3 heids of 
new departments, &c. Bul, unfortunately, 
besides these the late Regency permitted 
the Palace expetses to i: crease beyond all 
bounds, and certain of the privats officials 
were permitted to Jevy contributions on 
their own account above and beyond those 
authorised by the various legitimate spend- 
ing departments. It has been these last 
that have thrown the finances of the Empire 
into confusion, an have led to the gross 
irregufarities complained of on the purt of 
the high provincial officials. Very properly 
the new ‘Regency expre-ses its Dg pa 
at the evil use made of the directions to 
issue a new coinage, and points opt that 
contrary to the expressed intention of the 
Throne the issue has been turned intoa 
source of private profit by the high provin- 
ial officers. When we come to look de-per 
we. find that though blameworthy the crime 
of the provincials was led up to, and 
rendered jmacaily unavoidable through 
the still greater crime of the late Regency. 
Practically thiat Regency found that all 
offices were made matters of purcuase, and 
that each post had its assessed value. The 
system was had, and led to a false under- 
standing of the relations between Govern- 
toent- and People, but it had continued for 
so long -that. its worst effects were ina 
manner tempered by custom. The re- 
organisation of the State after the great 
Taiping Kebellion, and the Foreign Wars 
made ano increase in the contributions 
necessary, and had this been done in a 
proper, straightforward and statesmanlike 
manner, they could have been met without 
debauching the administration. Unfortun- 
ately they were exacted in a secret, and 
almost surreptitious manner, by private 


compelled to’ me:t at the risk of being 
accused of extortion or malversation. This 
was not the worst: still more demoralising 
was the system of “ vails’’ that now came 
to be carried to an excess never before dreamt 
of. The eunuchs about the Court have ever 
had an evil reputation, but during the late 
Regency it came to be an understood thing 
that certin of the eunuchs had been made 
responsible for the expeuses of the Palace, 
and that over and above the contributions 
for the upkeep of the Government, regular 
or irregular, no provine al official could hope 
to remain in undisturbed occupation of his 
office, unle.s he contributed handsomely to 
the alwavs irregular Palace expenses. The 
last of these enforced levies has been the 
most shameless, and at the same time the 
most far-reaching iu its evil effects on the 


.| Government of the Empire, On the capture 


of Peking by the combined foreign forces, 
rendered necessary by the insane “Boxer” 
movement, patronised by the reactionary 
element in the Government itself, certain 
stipulations were agreed to as to the future 
adminuistration of China; one of these 
concerned the currency, which the Govera- 
ment of the day promised to put on a proper 
basis. It was not pretended that there was 
any hardship gaa this ; on the contrary it 
bad teen often gpoken about in Peking, and 
only prevented being, attempted by the 
extreme reactionaries. As it could not be 
delayed, the ingenuity of those who desired 
to. wreck it waa exercised, and proved equal 
to the occasion. A new.currency was to be 


-happene 


‘ local demand, and, as ‘before, the game ran 
gilts from the officials, which the latter were - 


issued on lines set forth by Peking, but-wa 
to be issued by the provincisls; these we 
told hie the issue would be abundantly’ 
profitable, and were made to pay. 
accordingly for the right of coining. * 
new coinage was much needed, the old: 
having t.cu nearly exhausted, ao the people. - 
took kin-Jlyto it. “Now was the time,’ -  __ 
Peking said; “you're making more money 
out of this than we intended: you must 
share the plunder.” Meanwhile there were. 
ominous, signs of over-issue, and values - 
began tb drop: but as Peking had to be. 
paid, the issue went on. Japan and America 
were explviied for copper: ships came 
loaded with it; an! at home on river and 
coast its carriage brought in a little harvest 
to the owners of the steamers: but the 
thing could not last, the farmers were 
nearly ruined by the depreciation in the 
currency, and at last: the Provincials, finding 
the country could absorb no more, at any 
price, had to close their mints. What 
with copper on a huge scale alao 
in smaller proportions occurred with silver. 
Tha Provincials were encouraged to mint, - 
but had, whether they liked it or not, to fee 
Peking. As they‘found they could not pay 
tbe callg with honest money,they commenced 
to debage. With dollars which had to face 
the local issues of taels this could not be 
carried on to any extent, but with subsidiary © 
coins there seemed an inexhaustible fountain 
of wealth: larger and larger issues were 
made ; and as the exchange value fell, ao in 
proportion did the alloy, till as in the former 
case the coins became literally a drug on 
the market, and would not be accepted at 
any price. Here as before, Peking, though 
ready enough to vilify the Provincials, 
was itself all along the really guilty 
perpetrator. Nominally there-wasa standard 
alloy, hut Peking well knew that honest 
coin’ could not afford to meet the Palace 
demands. So it was presumed that there 
was to be some check on the amount of the 
issue, but Peking, ignorant and careless of 
the first principles of finance, demanded 
vails on the same acale, whatever was the 


on merrily till the over-burdened machine 
came as dead stop. , 
‘But the Legations P—What were they 
doing ?| Probably the Legations were nearly 
as much to blame for what happened as the 
Chinese Government itself. It is not pre- 
tended that they had any corrupt interest in 
the debasement of the currency, but they 
had, what in the event turned out as dan- 
gerous, an intense and insuperable ignorance 
of the whole question; deceived by, false 
informdtion, which their ignorance did not 
permit them to gainsay, they looked upon 
these measures as a fulfilment of the pledges 
of China to reform the currency. Doubtless — 
to a large extent the same might be urged - 
on bebalf of the Chinese Government, 
whether in the Capital or the proviuces. 
But is ignorance in such a case any excuse P 
We hardly thiok it is, seeing that informa- 
tion was readily availible in both casea. 
China .is beginning to learn from, hird 
experience, what she might have readily 
learnt from others, had she chosen to apply 
hol tothe task. But the practical lesson 
has not yet gone deep enough, and there is 
the same desire ta have recourse to the em- 
piric. One of the quack medicines ‘held up _ 
to the view of the new statesman is that if 
he apply to the new scheme the name of 
Bankijg all will be fair. He-has only to 
substitute bank no.e3 for copper coins-or 
subsidiary currency, and all will go:right. 
The new complaint is that foreign bunks andy: 
foreigners generally fight shy of Chiuese 
bank notes. .Is not a Chinese note 4s well 
printed as a foreign, and doea itnot) 


e : | 
‘THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
Emperor, despite his feeble health and his 
misfortunes, was always popular with the 
nation at large, who felt that he had always 
the best interests of his people at heart, so 
that bis brother, who has shown a similar 
dieposition, starts with this prestige in his 
fasour and will find his progress towards 
reform vastly smoothed. - After all the 
Chinese, who, when roused, are very consis- 
tent, are by no means disposed to attempt 
the impossible; and will be found ready .to 
support all conservative reforms, not aimed 
at subversion, 


the same promise of paying to bearer on 
demand? The promise is the same, it for- 
gets, whether written on paper or struck on 
the-face of a copper coin. Certain of these! 
-oing were issued bearing the inscription, ; 
“equivalent to ten cash,” nnd had certain 
very obvious precaulions been taken to pre- 
a vent over-issue, and did tho provincial 
of officers really fulfil the implied obligation of 
ae being ready to exchange them on demand, 
they would in the market to-day have leen 
freely exchangeable for that amount. Un- 
. fortunately ‘there were no precautions taken 
that the issue should be restricted in any 
way, 80 it naturally came about that at the 
moment they are exchangeable for little 
above their actual valué asa copper alloy. 
Now is there any practical difference between 
this and the bank note? The Provincial 
‘freasury agrecs to give for every note on 
ay presentation its face equivalent, but no one 
knows whether it has issued five, or five 

. millions of these notes; so, while no one 
doubts the intention, they fear that the 
Treasury would wot be equul to the:strain, 
and would not be ab!é to redeem its prom se, 
in which case the note would be in even 
harder case than the coin, inasmuch as it 
has absolutely no intrinsic value whatever. 
Some years ago under the auspices of the 
Government of China was started the Im- 

. perial Bank of China; foreigners saw that it 
-was honestly and properly managed, co 
when on one occasion the ignorant crowd 
made a run on its notes, the other banks, on 
being shown that it was properly managed, 
and had the assets, did not hesitat» to come 
tu ita help, without questioning wh-ther it 

- was Chinese or foreign. But strangely, 
though it is really a Chinese bank, and was 
given the right to name itself the Imperial 
ank of China, it has never been made the 
repository of Imperial Chinese money, but 
has been left out in the cold to make what 
money it could by ordinary privat- banking, 
Lately, the Chinese Government itself has 
been complaining that the Bank wns not 
able to make money like the other a 
because it did not have branches all over 
the’ world ;- and so cculd not do exchange 
busiuvess, and the proposition has been made 
that such branches should be opened under 
the authority of the Chinese Government, 
and that it should hold the Goverment 
funds atroad. Now there is ncthing to be 
said in principle against this ; and it certain- 
ly would be a considerable saving to the 
Government‘at Peking did it have such a 
|. ° bank in London, so ax t» gain itself from 
remittances the profit now passing to the 
foreign bank. This is quite correat reason- 

ing; and such a bank would be welcomed 

‘a8 dn indication that China really wished to 
place -hereélf in finance, as in other things, 
alongside the rest of the world. But we 
have seen that China long ago promised the 
‘same thing with regard to ‘funds nearer 
home, but has never kept the promise, prin- 

ally, itis believed because the Imperial 


there wasn country. 
secret desire of . posi : 
the countries adjacent-to. it, and disguise 

its real policy by: an’ apparent - friendship. 
for, and agsiatance towards, its’ fut 
tim, would it be possible that: suc 
would take measures ‘calculated’ 
‘the education of its dooméd. ni 
encourage their industry 
cultivate their ruler’s virtue: and 
so that they might live in peace ? 
amounts to thus: that Jupan’s.. 
Korea is similar to that of the United States 


¢ 


permane 


conquest ; it is a policy of ‘ns- 
similation. 


JAPAN AND KOREA. he Prince flattered his 


physically nor in mental capacity were tliey- 
inferior the Japanese, and if he had 
thought ‘the regeneration of the country 
beyond his power he would never have at- 


(Daily Press, 27th January.) 


A notable speech of more than passing 
interest. was delivered the uther day to a 


Korean audience by the Resident-General, | tempted the task, and would never have tried 
Prince Iro. Its purpose vas evidentiy |} to pr:tect her or to secure her well-being. 


to attract the sympathy and co-operation of | ‘The apedel, the report eays, produced au 
the literati of whom the speaker's uudience 


of over four hundred pereons was maiuly 
cggnposed. There is still among the Koreans 
a considerable body of oppositio to Japan’s 
intervention in the sffairs of the country. 
“The Insurrection” is still a standing 
headline in the Japanese-owned daily paper 
published - at Seoul’ in English, and that 
Prince Iro has found it necessnry to argue 
before an audience of educated Koreans, as 
he did in the speech we have alluded to 
indicates that .pas-ive resistance in influen- 
tial circles is a force which has yet to be 
‘reckoned with. It woul-! appear from the 
opening of the speech that the recent 
journey undertaken by the Emperor of 
Korea, accompanied by the Re-ideut 
General, in the depth of winter, in orJer to 
view the conditions under which the people 
live had given rise to a suspicion that the 
journey -was‘undertaken “ for other motives 
at present concealed.”- The Prince doubt- 
Jess knew the men he was adaressing, and he 
impressively declared that men who were go 
presumptious as to think thus of His Majesty 
must he regarded as “ extreme examples of 
men unreasonably suspecting their ruler.” 
We can only form an idea of the nature of 
that suspicion from thefact that the eminent. 
speaker plunged at once intoja statement of 
Japan’s objects in Kurea, jand a striking 
disavowal of any idea of usurpation. The 
primary object of ancient hetors, be remind- 
ed his audience, seemed to have b en almost 
invariably, invasion and usrpation of the 
land of others; but this, he told then, was 
not the idea of modern statesmanship. TT, 
an intelligent Kasteru audience sucha stute- 
ment cannot appear convincing. When 
they recallthe history which has been made 
in Asia duringsthe last ten or fifteen years 
they‘ will favabons difficulty in perceiving 
any marked dissimilari y between the 
results of mocern statesmanship avd the 
acts of ancient adventurers. However, .it 


the audience to tears of gratitude. It will 
be admitted that it was a speech admirably 
calculated to serve the purpose for which it - 
was intended, but it is hardly suited to 


splendid. work in’ Korea is obvious to all. 
observers, but for anyone to entertain the- 
id}a that her aim is entirely unselfish and. 
purely philanthropic would be the height of 
folly. In setting her hand to the gigantic — 
task of ebfo rming the entire admipistiation 
of a nation, and imbuing a pupulat.on of 
ten million souls with ideas and aims similar 
to her own, Jap n quite l-gitimately ca}-u- 
lates not only upon the greater security of 
lier interests from the military point of view, 
but aeok the comm roial advantages which - 
may-confidently be expected to accrue from 
alt-red conditions promoting the progress 
and wealth of the nation. In many of the 
books which have been written since Japan 
took up:her task in Korea the impression 


basic principles of-her policy are declared. 
to be the “op-ndoor” and “equal oppor-. 
tunity forall” she is relentless!y pursuing a _ 
policy of exclusion. In one of Mr. Purnan 
W axe’s bouks he supports a statement’ of 
this nature by quoting statistics with regard 
to British trade with Korea in 1906, when~ 
it sank to about £5,000. He did not stop 


his reader with the impre-sion that a decline 
of something like- £35,000 m one year -had 

een due to a sensational advance in 
Ji crane influence, commerce and indus'ry. 
As a inatter of fact, Japan’s trade: with 
Korea ghowed n> advance in 1906;. on the 
coutrady there wis a slight decline Imports 
from Gre it Britain, which are mainly in the 
piece-goods line, were exceptionally heavy 
in the two preceding yeara, and: t:.e heavy 
drop in 1906 was: attributable to the glut 
in the;market dus to over-speculition on 


in the Philippines. It is not: a -poli Sof 


audience by telling.them that neither - 


impression so profound as to move many in . 


foreign consumption. That Japan is doing - 


is givenithat. in spite of the fact that<the _ 


to inquire ‘into the reason for this, but. left 
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4. “| Baik “was too strict for the loose finuncial 
S| jiethods which have grown ‘up about 
‘Impérial as well as Provincial finance. In 
case of tle Imperial Bank opening such 
brauches, to. obtain etanding amongst the 
‘other foreign banka it would be essential 
“that it should, as it has done hitherto, sub- 
mit,to equally stringent regulations. The 
very chiefest of these would have to be that 
‘its exchange operations should exclude the 
possibility, of gambling, for which forign 
exchanges might off-r a likely field, and- 
‘ehould be as rigorous in its requirement for 
, Seuver” as the heat of the foreizn banks. 
* Th this as‘in other thivgs the new Regency, 
, pstarling- as it does with the best auspices, 
@ ise ccumbered by the bad traditicns of 
tas a‘vlear field-before it. ‘Ihe late 


wus the object of the Prince to justify 
Japan’s presence {in Korea, and he tuld 
his audience that the guiding princple 
of a modern State ‘was co-operation 
and harmonv with its neighbours, that 
it is the duty of a strong country to |-elp 
the weak, to guide it along the paths 
of progress to wealth and strength, so that 
it may contribu'e to the common defence. 
Japan’s only aim and desire in Kores, he 
emphatically said, is to have the situation 
changed for‘ the better, to guide her people 
to enlightenment and industry, to assist 
her to the enjoyment of the blessings of a 


Japan, and thus prepare her for’ co-opera- 


-ing; for argument’s sake,” he: said, “ that 


civilisation similar to that enjoyed by 


tion with her Japanese guides. ‘ Suppos-. = to regret -that.: Korea : has 


the pajt of the importers. ‘Hau ‘the reasons 
assigned by Mr. _Weaue -been .the true 
cause ,of the decline, we would~;have 
been justified in expecting to find that 
British trade with. Korea had by now. en- 
tirely ceased. We:find: on the contrary,that 
for the year.1907 thevalue-of the:British — 
trade with Korea was £420,000. . This:isua 
sufficient reply to the criticism enshrined:in 
Mr, We2xs's book.’ . Japan’s proximity,to 
the Koredy market éhsures for. her-the:lar- 
gest ghare in the--trade,. but:as.the:last 
British consular report: .shows-a substantial =. 
advance in every’ live of: British. imports ~~ 
duriug the last five years, the:British:manu- 
facturer and- merchant have-not nuch-cange 
“wirtuully 


ecome a province of Japan. 


» 
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THE YUNNAN RAILWAY. 


: . 
_ ‘(Daily Press, January 28th.) 

By theend of t is year o- early in the next 
it will be possible to travel from Hongkong 
to Yunnan-fu in a week, We have some 
recollection of a British Consular report 
which mentioned among the benefits cun- 
ferred by this line the provision of sanitoria 
for Indo-China, and even Bangkok, Singa- 
pore and Hongkong, for the luke district 
of Yuonan the Consul described as a 
“terrestrial paradise“ or +aid it could be 
made such if a check were put upon the 
ruthless destructim of timber which has 
been going on in the district now for some 
years past. But, however beautiful aud 
healtli-giving the lake district of Yunnan 
may be, the tourist traffic from Hongkong 
and Singapore will not be likely to appreci- 
ably affeet the Company's revenu-. ‘I'he 
project has provad au inordinately costly 
one, and though the railway may yield good 


‘returns and materially add to the economic 


resources of Indo-China, os the French 
Foreign Affairs Committee anticipates it 
will do, we venture to think that it ig 
extremely doubtful whether the line will 
pay interest on the capital invested for many 
years to come. It will be seen from the 
summary of a report presented to 
the French Chamber Jast month, which we 
print in another column, that the initial 
cost of the line will amount to nearly 
double the original estimate. « Costly 
errors’ have been committed and have had 
to be paid for, and the company must have 
had, an enormous bill to meet for com- 
pensation and hospital arrangements. ‘Ihe 
extremely malarious character of some of 


the districts traversed by the line was 


responsible for au appalling sick-list and 
death rate. In 1905 when the road was 
being made through the Nam-ti Valley the 
Commissioner of Customs at Mengtze wrote 
that “the death rate umong the coolies 
imported from various parts of the Empire 
and put to work ia this dreaded valley 
may, without exaggeration, be estimated at 
5,000, or 70 per cent of the total numbei 
employed on that particular section of the 
line.” It will be readily understood too 
that the rate of wages demanded for work 
in these death-dealing regions was far from 
norma), and this combined with the Syndi: 
ate’s liability to provide compensation and 
medical aid in case of sickness, must have 
contributed very materially to upset all 
previous calculations of cost. Theu, again, 
alterations: in the route have been made, 
and much of the extra cost is set down to 
these deviations from the original plans. 

At the time this project was conceived 
Great Britain was contemplating the 
penetration of Yunnan hy a line from 
Burma. A section of the projected line 
from Mandalay to Kung-lung on the 
frontier was actually under construction 
when Prince Henri or Onizans began an 
agitation for a “retort to this new movement 


_ of England” with a similar one by France. 


“‘To this end” be wrote “it is absolutely 
neceseary for us alo to have a 
railway penetratiog China” and M, Pau 
-DoumEr, who at that time was Governor- 
General of Indo-China, took up the matter 
With bis accustomed erergy. Yunnao and 
Szechuan seemed to him to he reserved for 
commercial exploitation by Frauce, and by 
pointing out that France would have the 


advantage if she at once bestirred hers: If, 


thanks to the facility for rexching Yunnan 


derived from their footing in the Valley of 
‘the Red River, he succeeded in winning the 
enthusiastic support of his Governmert for 
the scheme. ‘Lhe cuncession was speedily 
obtained from the Chinese Government, but 


— 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


it was not till five years lat-r that the work 
of coustruction was actually commenced. 
Now the completion of the line is in 


sight, but the British scheme of pene- 


tration from Burma bas not yet passed 
beyond the stage of academical dis- 
cussion, and seems unlikely to do so 
if the route then contemplated is the best. 
Lord Curzon described the idea as “ mid- 
suminer madness,” and said that in his belief 
there had been a greater lack buth of exact 
knowledge and of perspective in the treat- 
ment of this matter of building a railway. 
across Yunnan to the Yangtse, and a looser 
rein given to the imagination than in almost 
any subject of contemp raneous politics. 
But there appear to be otuer avenues of 
progress besides the one which was then 
under consideration and the Earu or 
RonaupsHay, M.P., in bis recent book 
makes out a good case fur a line from 
Bhamo to Tali-fu, which is the ol trade 
route. Mr. CoLquuoun iu ‘Across Chryse’”’ 
discugs-8 such a scheme and gays it would 
never be carried out “ except in the brain 
of an unpractical theorist ” for no enziueer, 
he imagines, would “ waste a thought upon 
such an idle dream.” Mr, CorquHovun, as 
every one knows, has ascheme of his own. 
We cannot pretend to say which is the 
most practical; it is a question for tle 
experts. Butas it becomes more clearly de- 
monstrated that the French line to Yunnan 
menaces the existing trade of Iudia with the 
province, and a: its political significance 
becomes more generally appreciated we may 
surely expect to 8-e some serious attempts 
made to bring this question withia the 
range of practical politics. 


BRITAIN’S NAVAL DEFENCE. 
——~ --¢ 5 
(Daily Press, January 29th.) 

The telegraphic information which we 
published yesterday to the. effect that the 
British Admiralty contemplated the reduc- 
tion of the Channel Fleet and the creation 
of a néw North Sea Fleet is significant 
of the greater consideration which is at 
present being given to the defence of Great 
Britain. Tue proposed redistribution o! the 
fleets néed not be regarded as a threat to 
any particular country, nor need it be 
deemed an attempt to appease the alarmists 
who continually point to the possibility of 
invasion. There are good reasons—power- 
ful commercial reasons—for refusing to he- 
lieve in the likelihood of any of the leading 
nations of Europe coming to blows, and a 
dispassionate review of the circumstances 
will prove beyond doubt that the prospective 
re-arrangemeat of the fleets is dictated by 
purely naval considerations and not by a 
desire to antagonise Germany or sill further 
encourage the feeling which is expressed in 
the term Anglophobia. When we recollect 
all the efforts that have been made and ure 
being made to promote a better under- 
standing between the two nitions, the 
interchange of visits of representative people, 
and—most important of all—the proposei 
visit of King Epwirp. to Germany, there 
can be little doubt that there is a real 


“and genuine wish in both Germany and 


Britain tbat the relations between them 
should be of the most cordial nature, 
and that nothing should be allowed to 
interrupt the progress of two of thé leaders 
in the march of civilisation. Some who are 
eager to stir up strife may seize upon this 
project as » threat‘to Germany, but it is no 
more directed towards that Power than the 
institution of the Volunteer movement or 
the formation of the Territorial Army. 
Naval conditions’ are always changing, 
Great Brituin is no longer the only power 
on the sea, Other navies have arisen, 


and | naturally they. are ‘not. with: ut 
their] effect on British naval policy.” 
Generally speaking, the reuiatribution - 
indicated is only a continuation of ~the 
policy enunciated under a Conservative 
Administration when the estsblishment, of 
& on base at Rosyth in the Firth of Forth 
was decided. That proposition, whem first 
made public, aroused some criticism in 
Germany, but, «fter all, there csuld he no 
ding the fact tha’ the project wasonly 
a belated recognition of an imperative need 
that had long existed. For years it«has:. 
been; felt that the Scottish coasts were 
inadequately protected, and the creation of 
a bdse in the northern kingdém, while 
justified by naval considerations, might 
also' be regarded as a concession to: 
Scuttish demands for a -share of the 
work doue at uaval- centres, which 
was previously a monopoly of England. 
To remove this weakness in” the scheme 
for the defence of Britain is not only 
advigibe but absolutely necessary, if greater 
security against possible attacks is desired, 
and no one will deny the’ right of Great 
Britain to make the disposition of her navy 
which will offer the highest degree of pro- 
tectibn, All the other countries of Europe - 
look well to their frontiers not because they. 
are afraid that their neighbours are anxious 
to strike at any narticular place, but be- 
cause it is part of their respective schemes 
of defence. In liké manner it may. he 
conceded that Great Britain, althougs she 
has ino frontiers marching with those of -; 
other countries, is justified in looking to the | - 
defence of her coasts. On the other hand 
we have little sympathy with those alarmists 
who/surround themselves with fear at every 
te movement on the pirt of some Con: 
tinental power, , Such demonstrations 
suggest cowardice, and their effect, if allow- 
ed to become general, would not only make 
Britons the laughing stock of the Continent. 
but would also encourage the contingency 
they are so anxious to avert. An overween- 
ing ‘confidence is not advisable, neither is: 
panic. As we suggested at the outset, there 
are, apurt from purely military coasidera. 
tions, good reasons why war is not likely to 
evettuate, The commercial interests of 
both countries are so greaty and have so 
much in common that they would not 
readily suffer to take place the dislocation 
of trnde und commerce which would bea 
co-relative of any outbreak of hostilities: 
among the greater Powers of Europe. 
Ostensibly the issue lies in other hands, but 
we know full well tiat with such a com. 
munity of commercial interests nothing 
untoward will be allowed to happen. The 
naval expert may have his opinion as to 
whether the proposed arrangemeut, owing to 
the wider area over which the fleets will be- 
distributed, tends to weaken the effective 
striking force of the Navy, but while we do 
not propose to ent:r upon the discussion of 
a question which has heen decided by the 
Lords of the Adufiralty, it seems to us that 
the coccentration of the navy isin nq wise’ 
impeded by this arrangement and the protec- 
tion of hitherto unpatrolled coasts will add 
materially to the senee of security. .in 
Britain which all schemes of defence are 
intdnded.to impart. Aas 


-4 be 
The remains of three members of the Siamese 
Royal family are to be cremated within the 
coming,week, and His Majesty the King’ will 
be present to light the pyros. The crema ion 
of the body of the Prince who died in Germany 
last year, and that of his mother, are to take place *:- 
on the 1st prox, and after -the ashes:hay. : 
removed on the following day, another:pyro jwill © 
be lighted to. cremate the-remains of another - 
member of the Family,  . s : 
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‘The year 1909 has begun badly in Hong- 
kong from the viewpoiot of the Colony’s 

. criminal statistic, In addition to the 
' , Bumerous cases of simple robbery or burglary 
“with which the advent of a Chinese New 
Year has always been associated, we have 
-had to chronicle three ‘armed robberies, in 

- oge of which'two deaths were involved, and 
on Thursday the disagreeable duty devolved 
‘upon thé Chief Justice of sentencing six 
men to death for a murder committed ia 
‘the Colony last November. We must guard 
ourselves, however, against the assum)tion 
that there will be six executions at the gaol 

in February, for the Jury added to their 

_ verdict a recommeadation to mercy, and 
the case seems one in which appeal is 

: reasonably made to the clemency of the 
Governor. For it does not seem to bave 
Ee been ‘established at thé trial that these men, 
: and their companions who have eluded ar- 
rest, went out with the deliberate and pre- 

- conceived intention of committing a murder, 

and, so faras the evidence goes, only one mau 

was shown to bave had a knife or o'her 
‘weapon in his possession. That one man did 

bave a knife, and made fatal use of it in the 
mélée, is not necessarily conclusive proof of | 

2 pre-conceived intention to murder, fur he 

may have been accustomed, for all we know, 

to carry the knife us an implemert of his 

trade as arattan-worker. Still be cannot 

escape the consequences of the unlawful use 

he made.of it. We have no desire to say 
anything to influence the decision uf His 
Excellency. the Governor in-the matter, but 

. in looking at the list of crimes. which have 
‘engaged the -attention of the public this 
month, we merely note the distinction 
which exists between this case and the cases 
of armed robbery which have come under 
notice. In two of these cases ten men in all 
are reported to have been armed with revol- 
vers, and eiglt men engaged in another 
robbery are reported to have bren armed 
with knives. Obviously in these cases 
murder was deliberately contemplat«d in the 
eveat of anv attempt being made to frus- 
trate the main objects of the n araudera. 
The agencies for repressinz criue in the 
Colony, we have no doubt, are duly affected 
‘by the increased feeling of insecurity these 
daring crimes must breed. There has been 
a noticeable tendency to lay the blame of 
this recrudescence of crime to the charge 
of those whose duty it is to administer 
the laws’ for :the repression of crime in the 
Colony. ‘Sentences passed at the Magistracy 
in recent times have frequently called for 
public criticiam,- on account of their ap- 
parent inadequacy; but the suggestion that 
these sentences encouraged such enormities 
as those now under notice is not easily 
susceptible of proof. We can recall 
times in Hongkong when increased 
severity has effectually repressed a 
particular class «f crime, and we are sure 
that theré is no need to call for severity in 
the cases under notice-the necessity 


in a better position t» judge whether 
they . have’ been iufluenced at. ail by 
considerations of the leniency of the Courts. 
Meanwhile, the police authorities are to 
be congratulated upon the fact thdt they 
have some of the miscreants in their 
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CRIME IN HONGKONG. permit, however greatly the powers of search | would eléct the candidates who were most’ 
: eo ng ee as now posseszed by the police may be extend. | modest instead-of electing those who pro 
Pie = (Daily “Press, January 30th.) ed, but the casessuggest that an illicit traffic |08 the most. “ an ee, 


in firearms has been going on in the Coluny, |' 


und the police authorities, we are confident, 
will do their utmost’ to trace the source of 
supply, and so prevent a recurrence of these 
dastardly crimes which have surprised and 
alarmed the people living in the digtricts in 
which they were committed. 


RANDOM REFLECTIONS, 
- —_—_++____. 
Isn't it a disorganising time? Absent boys, 
scrappy meals, household arrangements upset, 
and to crown all, sleepless nights—no wonder 
China New Year is regarded with something 
like awe by the foreigner. Its great redeeming 
feature, however, is the sight of so many happy 
looking, well-dressed men and women, boys and 
girls. One appreciates a view of the many beauti- 
ful robes that brighten the street-scape—if I 
may bé permitted to coin a word—and one has 
to admit that in that respect they have little 
to gain by adopting Western ideas. There is 
nothing more commanding or imposing than a 
fine-looking Chinaman attired in his long silk 
robe. ¢ 
a*« 

As usual, there were several griffins who went to 
bed on Thursday night under the fond delusion 
that they would enjoy the customary night's 
repose, but, alas, they were not long wrapped in 
the arms of Morpheus before they were rudely 
awakened to the awful reality of (hina New 
Year. Iam sure many must have felt like the 
wedding guest in “The Ancient Mariner,” 
whose feelings may be paraphrased thusly 
‘Ibe tired sleepe- rudly woke: ; 

He cimnot ch-se but hear: 

Still ra‘tle on the mersy din 

Yo hail the coming year. 


The University scheme is ‘not being allowed 
to lag. I hear that officials to manage the fund 
have been selected but I am not at liberty to 
divulge their names. I am told, too, on good 
‘authority that the appeal published by H. EH. 
the Governor is being translated into Chinese. 
That is only as it should be, and much good 
should result from the Chinesé being interested 
in the undertaking. . : 


Who would have dreamt that Hongkong 
could have been roused. to enthusiasm over. a 
Sanitary Board election, or for that matter over. 
anything at all? We are not all tired, but our 
enthusiasms have mostly been killed, and _ it. 
was quite refreshing to see such an amount of 
interest in public affairs as was evinced last 
Wednesday afternoon. I daresay the novelty 
of the experience attracted many, but as the 
newspapers are agreed whatever be'the exact 
explanation, it betokened a healthy interest in 
public affairs. ‘ ; 

* _* | 

I see that Captain Hutchison was jthe first 
man to vote. Probably he dropped his paper into 
the, ballot box so earlyjbecause he “savvied” the 
procedure better than most. When I was there 
I noticed that many were under the impression 
that they could not mark their papers ;properly 
except at the booths. Then some had -to borrow 
pencils (though pencils were thoughtfully 
provided) and altogether there was] an in- 
formality about the whole affair which was 
decidedly unusual. The officials in charge: did 
exceedingly well under trying circumstances, 
but apparently they did not anticipate the rush of 


took great care in marking their papers 
that the crosses should not be upside down. 
Somebody had. given advice that this‘precaution 
should be exercised, lest misunderstanding 


should ensue. I don’t believe the yarn myself, 


but I give it you for what it is worth. 
* 


.| Chinese [Lourt, and on the demise of the 


_ ** 
There was a charming candour about the: 


“Inthis connectionI thoughtI might publish 
the following letter which I received before the 
election: DEAR Mr. RopEricK—Not sincel left 
“Merrie England ” some years ago, have I been- 
appealed to for my vote(for the simple reason that’. © 
I hadn't any), and it is little wonder that my chest 
is now inflated when I realise that I have a voice — 
in electing two representatives to serveon the . 
Sanitary| Board. Resolved to discharge . the. s 
duties thns devolving upon me to the best of my > 
poor ability, I sat down last night to study the 
addresses of the four candidates, and my cogita- 
tions took this form—Has a doctor a greater 
interest in the health of the people than in their 
ill health|? If people didn’t die there.would be - 
noneed for undertakers. Therefore undertakers 
are interested in the dead rather than the 
living, ¢xcepting perhaps that each living 
man or| woman is a prospective source 
of profit, In the same‘ way if people 
did not become ill, there would be no need for 
doctors. | Ergo, doctors are more. interested in 
ill healthithan good health: My logic may-be at 
fault, but that is the way I have figured it out. 

I am, yours, IMPERTINENT.” 
*” * 

“ Tmpertinent’s” proposition is set out. in 
proper syllogistic form, and of course if his 
premises |be admitted his conclusion must be 
correct. | But probably he has read that 
Europeans have a good deal to learn from China, 
and not |the least important thing is the wa 
doctors should be paid. Instead of waiting till - 
you fall ill before you summon a physician, and 
then let him charge fees for his attendance, the | 
method in China is to pay a salary to the doctor 
while you are well, and stop it immediately you 
become i This custom even obtains a{ the 


Emperor| and the Empress Dowager the court 
physicians were all to be officially fined for their 
lack of a ility to save their august patients. 

* " * 

Bless my soul! Suffragettes in Hongkong 
Perish the thought! ‘Yet I saw in cold print in 
the Pressa letter from a lady demanding to know 
why she hadn't a vote. I never thought ladies © 
here cared sufficiently about public affairs to feel 
they hadn't votes, though it was a surprise to mé 
to learn’ that ‘previously those who were 
ratepayers were entitled to vote. The old say- 
ing hath it “ You never miss the water until the - 
well runs|dry ” : so perhaps in the.same way the 
ladies in |Hongkong never felt they wanted the 
vote until it was taken from them. 

; «* 

A friend, who sends on the following reflec- 
tion, says he means no reflection on the writer 
or perpetrator of Random Reflections :— 

Jokes of humorists all remind us : 
That the gags the most sublime 
Are the ones that li. p behind us 
- Covered with the moss of time. 
Jokelets that perhaps another 
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main, 
A forlorn and hard up brother. 
Seeing, may re-hesh again. 
i * € 

Apropos ig this “lay of an ancient anecdote” 
which [I take. from an American magazine: ~ 
An ancient anecdote I be! Three thousand years 

ago Egyptian jokesmiths fashioned me to fit -. 

their Pharaoh, me 
The old Chaldeans, sportive men, amusement 

would evince. - ae . 

To see me harnassed now and then to potentate 


ait. | c hundreds of voters, otherwise different arrange- or prince. _- Hac Ges 

- 0 a cae Leo Pith ae 4 pana ments would probably have been provided. | The aed Ages kliew pie :I ide ae eae ie 

“a ; Pr good. elped make famous William Tell, * © = 
veins erouen a aie see site On dit some of the voters on Wednesday | and also Robin Hood. oie 


The Grub Street wits I did delight: I earned = 

for them some pence ; eee 
And when the new world came to light"I'> 
emigrated thence. | as 


‘An ancient anecdote I be! Ihave been coupled 


The foremost men of history and half their kin 
and kith: 7 So 


Se as 


at ua Neato Re he 


custody, and investigations wil! doubtl gs he t. seh ek the: ol £ 
made into the source from which the supply | pe er ee ee ee 


I'v toiled since Humour had its dawn to food, a 


wae ; the polls when he said he was sorry. he had not} the scribbling craft: ; ee ene 
offirearms was drawn. It is impossible to; been elected but-no doubt it was to the gain of;| And now I s’pose they'll tack me onto Willi 
‘ ensure.in.a. Colony like this that no.man | the community. What a pity some of the ante-| Howard Taft! © => : 
. shall possess a revolver unless he has 4 police | alection speeches were not so candid. Then we - + RopDEBICK- RAND 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 


+ 
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EINE 200 SOAR MINN tata NCard win BS IEMU a _ 


Kemp, Inspector Hutchins of the 


-but hedid not take any Whi 


February 1,11909.] 
“6 HONGKOG. 
Her Excellency Lady Lugard remains in 


_ sbout the same condition since the last report, 


but with a'tendency towards improvement. 


Mr: Wolfe Barry, the son of the distinguished 
Consulting Engineer for the Canton-Kowloon 
Railway, made a survey of the British section on 


‘Monday. H-E. the Governor accompanied him. 


For stealing a gold watch and chain valued at 
$200, the property of Lieut. J. de Jesop, a 
Chinese servant on board H.M.S8. Virago was on 
the oard inst. sentenced to three months’ 
imprisonment, . ; 

The Hankow Mail says: “We hear from 
reliable sources that Mr. Robert Hemmings, 
Architect and Civil Engineer at Hongkong, 
intends to commence business here from the Ist 


Feb, 1909.” 


It is satisfactory to note that during the 
week ended 23rd January no cases of plague 
have ocourred. Other communicable diseases 
recorded during the same period are one case of 
goalless one of diphtheria and two of enteric 
‘ever. : = 


Sir Cecil Clementi Smith, the Imperial Opium 
Commiissioner appointed to represent Great 
Britain at the forthcoming International Opium 


Conference, was the guest of H. E. the Governor 


whole the steamer by which hetravelled remained 
in Hongkong. _ 

The Police have arrested two men in connec- 
tion with the armed robbery and kidnapping 
case previously reported as having occurred on 
Kate Island near tshataukok. They were 
charged before Mr. J. H. Kemp at the Magis- 
tracy on Jan. 27, and the hearing was adjourned 
until Friday. . 

Mr. Li Hong Mi, who has been acting as first 
interpreter at the Supreme Court, retires at the 
end of, this’ month on pension after thirty-five 
years’ service. Regret will be expressed that 
one so generally esteemed not only for his 
personal qualities, but for his acknowledged 
abilities, is leaving the public service. 

Mr. J. H. Kemp, at the Magistracy . on Jan. 
25, after sentencing a man to twelve months’ 
imprisonment for snatching a gold ear pick 
from the hair of a Chinese. woman, told the 
complaigant that the habit of carrying a 
valuable jewellery at the back of the head was 
only a temptation to thieves. 


The 8.8. Ying King which foundered in the 
July typhoon, and which was subsequently 
raised, brought to Hongkong and overhauled b 
Chi Wo and ‘o., the present: ownsrs, le 
on Jan. 24 for Kongmoon. The vessel has been 
re-named the Hoz Tung, is to be run in the 
West River trade, and is commanded by the 
popular Captain Broadbridge. 

A jewel robbery at 130, Barker Road, the Peak, 
is engaging the attention of the police. Mrs. 
Van Buren reports that a diamond and pearl 
necklace, valued at $4,500 has been stolen, and on 
Jan. 23rd her amah and two house coolies were 
brought before the magistrate on a charge of 


being concerned in the robbery. They were re- 
manded. 2 


Atthe Magistracy on Jan. 26 before Mr. J. H. 


Authority’s office prosecuted a contractor for 
improperly bonding two walls in anew building 
being erected at Shektonsui. Inspector Huts 
chins informed the Court that he had warned 
the foreman on thé works at different times,. 
ice of him. His 
Worship imposad a fine of $200. 

The Rev. A. J. Stevens, who for the past three 
years has been chaplain of St. Andrew’s 
Church, Kowloon, and is nof returning home 
has issued a statement of the accounts of the 


. Church for the year 1908. For about half a year, 
the accounts showed a month's expenses (more 


or less) in arrears to the Treasurer, but Sir 
Paul Chater’s donation of $250 (which he kindly 
proposed to increase, had a larger amount been 
needed to avert a deficit) settled all liabilities go 
far as 1908 was concerned. Other liabilities, in 
connection with the Chaplain’s departure for 
Home, on the termination of his three years’ 
engagement, are being dealt with by special 
appeal of the lay-members of the Vestry. The 
expenditure for the year, including the item of 
.$2,000 (one half of the Chaplain’s stipend) 
amomnted to $2,389.38. : 


es 


Building | 


€ 


‘CHINA?OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


a 


One hundred and ninety-three deportees from 
the Dutch Kast. Indies were brought to the 
Colony on the. 28th ult. by the s.s. Quarta. 


A shroff employed by the compradore of 
Messrs. A. R. Marty and Co., who was charged 
fore Mr J R Wood at the Magistracy 
on Jan. 29 with embezzling $1321 on January 
aie was committed for trial at the Criminal 

essions, 


The Colonial Treasurer's statement of the 
Colony's assets and liabi‘ities on November 
30th, 1908, shows the “otal! assets to be 
$3,349,623.40. The liabilities amount to 
$2,173,549.01. leaving a balance of $1,176,029,39 
on the right side of the ledger. 


An interesting presentation took place at the 
Alice Memorial Hospital on Jan. 26th when the 
Rev. C. 8. Turner, who 49 years ago laboured 
on behalf of the London Missionary Society in 
Hongkong and Canton, was made the recipient 
of a beautiful Chinese satin scroll on which 
Chinese characters set out the work he had done 
in connection with the anti-opium movement. 
The reverend gentleman was invalided home 36 
years ago and is at present in the colony on a 
visit. In recognition of his services the Chinese 
churches and missions—nine in number— 
combined to do him honour, and the meeting, 
which took place in the chapel, was largely 
attended. Anti-opium speeches were delivered 
and hymns were sung. 


A case of armed robbery occurred at Shaukiwan 
Bay on the 21st inst, Five men armed with 
revolvers and choppers, boarded a junk and 
bound the whole of the crew with ropes. They 
then ransacked the boat, and helped ‘themselves 
to about $580in money, as well asa quantity 
of clothing, and made off in the direction of 
Quarry Bay. The precaution was taken, how- 
ever, to cut the painter of the junk in order to 


prevent the crew from quickly landing and re- 


porting the occurrence. The consequence was 
that the robbers got away in comparative ease. 
Notwithstanding the passing of Chinese New 


Year, after which it was expected that things 


would settle down to their normal state, accounts 
of robberies are still being furnished the police. 
The latest is reported from Harmston’s Circus 
at Causeway Bay. On Monday night, previous 
to entering the arena to go through her 
performance, Miss Florizell, the graceful 
contortionist, stripped herself of jewellery to 
the value of $255. This she left in her dressing 
tent while going through her part. On return- 
ing she found that it had disappeared, and im- 
mediately notified the police. Investigations 
are being made, 

Under pretence of wishing: the inmates the 
usual compliments of the season a band of 
robbers seven or. eight in number, entered a 
house in Kwai Wa Lane, presented themselvés 
to the master of the house and offered their new 
year greetings. Then they. produced knives, 
terrorised the people inside, and got together 
$1,000 in money, Jewellery to the value of $29, 
and scrip for shares in the Canton-Hankow Rail- 
way Co. Then they disappeared. A remarkable 
incident is that the master pleaded with the 
men not to take away the share scrip and on 
his return from the Police Station where he 
reported the matter, he was surprised to find on 
the floor an envelope containing not only the 
ticket but two $100 bills. 


ASSAULT ON THE SS. “KOREA.” 


At the Magistracy on Jan. 29, before Mr. J. H. 
Kemp, a Japanese deck hand was proceeded 
against{ for attacking the Chief Officer of the 
8.8. Korea with a knife. - 

Chief Officer Rudden informed the Court that 
when the defendant boarded the vessel on 
Thursday he was drunk. Witness led him half 
way along to his quarters and told him to go to: 
sleep. When he started to walk alone he fell 
down. Some three-quarters of an hour later the 
defendant climbed a ladder and stood on the top 
deck. Witness asked him what he was doing 
there, and the deck hand started “giving him 
cheek.” Witness told him to go below, and 
when he refused took him down. On the lower 
deck the Japanese pulled a knife out of his 
sleeve and rushed at the officer, cutting him 
across the hand. Witmess seized him, hailed a 
passing police launch, and gave him in charge. 

His Worship sentenced the defendant to two 
months’ imprisonment with hard labour. 


‘the founder of the firm of the same name. After 


? : ok, io : fi — : a 
DEATH OF MR. A. P. MARTY. 
: 

On Friday, the 22nd January, the residents of 
Hongkong were very much grieved to hear of 
the death of Mr A. Pierre Marty, whichitook place . 
about 10 in the morning. As ‘it was ea 
New Year, offices were closed, no newspapers. 
appeared, and it was extremely difficult to finda - 
Printing Office to issue an “Express” Tho. 
news therefore spread slowly, some only hearing 
of the sad event on the following uy - 

A. Pierre Marty was one of the oldest Hong- 
kong residents: he first came out in August 
1871, when a mere lad of 17, and he started at 
once in business with his brother A. R. Marty, . 


some time he went to Tonkin, about the time | 
of the French occupation, and later went for a 
short time to the Philippines, and then to 
Formosa with the expedition of Admiral Courbet 
in 1885. since then, with the exception of.a 
few short furloughs,—the last one was in 1900, 
—he has always resided in Hongkong, and was 
therefore one of the best known and esteemed 
members of the community. For many years 
he was the Consul for Spain in Hongkong and 
Canton, . 

Mr, Marty stuck'to his work to the last, and 
on the morning of-the 15th he went to his 
office as usual, but shortly afterwards he was 
compelled to return home in a very prostrate 
condition. A consultation held by Drs. Stedman 
and Groéne, revealed the serious character of his 
illness, and hardly any hope was entertained 
from the beginning. After a week, during 
which every care was bestowed on him, by Dr. 
Groéne, Mrs. Marty, and the French Sisters 
specially authorised to nurse him by Bishop 
Pozzoni, the end came on Friday last; he 
remained conscious almost tothe end. __ 

A Funeral Service was celebrated at the R. C. 
Cathedral at 3.30 p.m. on Saturday, the coffin 
wrapped in the Spanish flag being brought into - 
the building when Pére Robert (the priest who 
had attended him during his illness, and given 
him the Sacraments ) blessed the corpse. At the 
Cathedral, amongst those present were noticed. 
the Consul, the French and epenist 
residents, Bishop Clement of Amoy, Bishop 
Pozzoni and the Roman Catholic Clergy, with 
many other residents. From the Cathedral, the 
cortége, all bare headed, followed the hearse to 
the Cemetery, being joined on the way by many 
others, amongst whom were Captain Mitchell 
Taylor representing H. E. the Governor, Cap- 
tain Heathcote representing H. E. General 
Broadwood, Commander Grenfell representing 
Commodore Lyon, Sir Francis Piggott, the 
Harbour Master, Captain Basil Taylor, R. N. 

The Burial Service was celebrated by Bishop 
Pozzoni, assisted by all the Roman Catholic 
Clergy. Mr. Liebert, French Consul, said a 
few words thanking all those who had come to 
honour » “brave Francais” and expressing his 
sympathy with thefamily. | ‘ 

The chief mourners were Mr. Berindoague, of 
the Banque de I'Indo-Chine, and Mr. Volpicelli _ 
the «onsul General for Italy, one of the | 
oldest friends of the deceased, their friendship 
dating back to 1885. Beautiful wreaths and - 
floral anchors and crosses were sent: we can only 
give the names of some, many having been sent 
at the last moment to the cemetery, without 
cards :— 

Sir Frederick aud Lady Lugard, Captain Taylor 
A.D.C., Captain Simson A.D.C.,Mr. Bracken. ~ 
bury, Mr. and Mrs. Volpicelli, Mr. and Mrs, 
Bribosia, Mr. and Mrs. Yan Houten, Mr. and 
Mrs. Funatsu, Mr. Moreno, Com. and Mrs. 
Basil Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. Wendt, Dr. and 
Mrs Gréne, Mr. and Mrs. Berindoague, Mr. and 
Mrs. Le Corduner, Mr. and Mrs. Brotherton 
Harker, Captain and'Mrs.-Wait, Mr. and Mrs. . 
Jebsen, Mr. and Mrs. Seth, Mrs. and Misses 
Loureiro, Mr. and Mrs. Dunn, Mr. and Mrs. 
Blanch, Mr. and Mrs. Stephens,-Mr. Andap, Mr, 
Niedhardt, Mr. de hampmorin, Mr. Sequeira. 
Mr. and Mrs. Macdonald; the Spanish : olony. 
each of the Uhinese Staff of Marty Vo., Mr, 
H. P. White, J. B. Guiterrez and sons, and many 
others. . : . “ 3 

Mrs. M feels deeply all the kind sympathy 
shown to tcl during her husband’s’-illness and. ° 
after her irreparable loss, but is. too prostrated. 
at present to write and express her thanks; and. ; 
hopes to be forgiven if by ‘any -involuntary* 
inadvertence, she should later omit to exprése 
her gratitude to anyone, + wo gt wget: 


‘SUPREME. COURT. 
‘Thursday, 28th January, * 


“Ew Crimran Jugrspicrion. 


t ; . < ¢ “ . 
‘* BEFORE THE Curer Justice (Sie F: | 
Piaaort). ‘ 


' THE DES VOEUX ROAD MURDEER.—DEATH 

-. .  ° BENTENCE, - 

Six Chinese were arraigned on a charge of 

murdering. Shan Cheun, rattan dealer, on the 
27th November. They pleaded not guilty, The 
Hon. Mr. Rees Davis,- K.G., instructed by 
Mr. Dennys, conducted the prosecution, pri- 
soners being defended by Mr. H. G. Calthrop, 
instructed by Mr. O. D. Thomson. 
'.. Lhe jury was empanelied as under : Messrs. 
P. Davidson, R. D. Galloway, P. F. Nicholson, 
J. Lysanght, A. C. Dierks, A. 8. Currie, 
U. A. H. ‘Westerberger, 

The Attorney General told the jury that the 
affair took place in Des Vaux Road West 
abont 6 o'clock on the evening of 27th Novem- 

j ber. The murdered’ man was a rattan dealer 
and all the prisoners had formerly been in his 
employ, but there had been a dispute between 
the master and the men concerning a woman 
labourer and they all left -his empldy. The 
evidence brought forward ‘by the prosecution 

nsisted chiefly of the siden of ‘two eye 
witnesses. The deceased’s servant girl, a girl 
of 16 years, would tell the jury that she knew 

all the prisoners very well, having lived in the 

shop where they were engaged as fokis. Her 

story was to the effect that on the night 

; of the 27th November she went out on a 

, mission for her mistress and on returning 
she saw, within a few yards of the shop, about 

ten men attacking her master. She said definitly 

- hat-all the six prisoners were there. She saw 

the first prisoner strike him with a knife about 

a foot long, while the other five beat him with 

- + -  their-fists or hold him by the queue. Becoming 

oa alarmed she ran into her master's shop and 
pds made a report to her mistress. The men ran 
- away shortly afterwards and deceased walked 
to his shop bleeding and in a very weak state. 

girl was then sent for the doctor. Her 

“tory was corroborated by a man named Shan 

Pui,.a rattan dealer, who also spoke definitely 

to seeing all the prisoners. He stated that the 
first-prisoner had a knife with which he chopped 

at the deceased who was calling out “save life.” 

He also saw the second defendant catch deceased 

by the qneue and saw some of the others kick 

im. To use his own expression “they were 

beating him at random.” As soon as this 

L witness came up the prisoners ran away, and he 

* gave information to the police. At that time 
the street was well lighted and he could easily 
recognise all the men. The deceased was taken 

to the hospital but as his skull was smashed to 

the -brain and he had other knife wounds, 

his condition, was very grave. 

on admission. On the Ist December he! 

| became worse and an operation was per- 

if formed but he died on the 5th December. 
All the prisoners were arrested—the first three 

on the night of the affair and the ethers the 

ae following day. When charged at the Police 
ayn" ‘ ourt. the prisoners all denied the charge and 

: No.6 sought to establish an alibi. Two knives 

were found at the residence of the first prisoner. 
Dr. Koch stated that, in his opinion, the 

- wound on the head was caused by a heavy knife. 

eels _ Other evidence was called. [ 

ae Mr. Calthrop said he proposed to put the 
cme prigoners in the box. 
ce The . first .prisoner, who elected to give 
evidence, said he left tha deceased's service on 
November. 20th. He left because he had not 
enough work to do. 
His Lordship—Not because you -had not 
enough pay:P-—No. 
Witness said he entered the service of deceas- 

" ed’g. brother on the 26th November. On the 

e- following day he finished work at 6.30 p.m. and 

2S ' after washing. his feet proceeded to the second 
= floor. and--went to sleep. He did not go out. 

’ At midnight a policeman accompanied by a girl 

came.up and he was arrested. He knewnothing 

’ of the-affair.. “Fhe second and third defendants 

were with him.as well.as other fokis. 
_Cross-examined—-He-lefé because of the dis- 

pale.over the:woman labourer and not because ' 
© had-not.enough work to do. 


2 | snip summed up very briefly and 


He rallied ; Him @ general favourite. His personality was 


| He was splendid type of the English gentle- 


‘RETIREMENT OF MR. DYER BALL. 


-has- done much to simplify the study of 


the Civil Ber 


important offices. ith 


long ago he was 
General, 


Counsel having addressed the jury, his Lord- 
e 
retired to consider their , verdict. Aiton an 
absence of fifteen minutes they returned and |- 
asked several questions which his Lordship said |: and it is only about 8 
indicated that they wished an elucidation of the | on leave to join his 
evidence, upon which it was too late toenter. | was awarded the ‘Iniper 
The Attorney General said the evidence |irecognition of his long an 
desired was-not admissible. In religious circles Mr. Dyer Ball 
‘beloved and his ministrations among 
big Spc appreciated: © S21 8a 


record. is summarised in “ Whi'sWhoiin 


Mr. Calthrop agreed. 

His Lordship instructed the jury accordingly. 

On their return the jury returned with a 
verdict of guilty of murder against each, but 
recommended them to the mercy of the Court. 

His Lordship informed the jury that on a 
verdict of guilty he could do no other than pass 
sentence of death. The recommendation to 
mercy would be forwarded to H. E. the Governor 
and if they liked to draw up their reasons for 
the recommendation they could be transmitted 
to the proper quarter. ; 

His Lordship, after the usual questions to 
to each prisoner, donned the black cap and 
pronounced sentence of death upon each. 

The prisoners received their sentence with 
remarkable composure, the sixth man challenging 
the witnesses, according to « hinese custom, to 
swear on the cock’s head. 


M.R.A.S., M.N.Ch., B.B.,-R.A.8., Civil Service 5: 
b. Dec. 4, 1847. Resident 40 years'int China, of 
which 30 have been spent in Government service 
in Hongkong, mo in Supreme. Court: las: 
held office of Sheriif and Registrar General 
as well as other positions; is J.P. and ('om- 
missioner appointed to take oaths, eto: ;.::nember 
of Hongkong Civil Service Board of Examiners. 
Publications: Author of a number of works 
dealing with the languages, customs, manners 
and religions of the Chinese such as “Things 
Chinese,” “The Pith of the Classics," “The 
Religious aspect in China,” “: antonesd made 
easy” series, “Hakka made easy,” “ How to 
write Ghinese” eto. 

Mr. N. G. Nolan, first interpreter at -the 
Magistracy, has been appointed to succeed Mr, 
Dyer Ball as chief interpreter at the Supreme 
Court. oe 


RESIGNATION OF MR. JUSTICE 
WISE. 


The news that Mr. Justice Wise, the Puisne 
Judge, has decided to retire on pension, has been 
received with genuine regret in the colony not 
only by those associated with the bar but by the | 
far larger number outside who had the pleasure 
of his acquaintance and friendship and who 
appreciated his personal qualities. Itis scarcely 
a year since he went home on leave and his 
dedision to remain in England is not altogether 
unexpected. He was far from well when he left 
here and fears wero ‘held that he would not 
survive the voyage. ' 

Mr. Alfred Gascoyne Wise, barrister at law, 
had ar’ extensive knowledge of Oriental charac- 
ter, which, added to his legal acumen of no 
mean order, enabled him to arrive at decisions 
which were invariably sound. Seldom indeed 
were any of his judgments upset. Possessed of 
a wonderfully keen insight into character, he 
seemed to be able to read a man at a glance, and 
4s he grasped points quickly and clearly, he 
dealt with cases with remarkable despatch. His 
pronouncements fon distinguished for their 


A PLAUSIBLE BURGLAR. 


A native who spoke English with a pronounced 
American accent was charged before Mr. J. R. 
Wood at the Magistracy on'Jan. 25 by Inspector 

‘Robertson with breaking into No. 50, Second 


A. second charge of wilfully damaging Govern- 
ment property was also preferred against him 


by loosening one of the panels in a Chinese- 
made door with a kmife, and de 

with a bundle of clothing valued at $30, 
and with $19 in money without disturbing 
the inmates. When a watchman stopped him 
as he was proceeding slong the street -with. 
the bundle, he told the watchman that.a con- 
stable had borrowed the clothing contained 
therein from another man at the Central Station 


had been asked to take the bundle back. Tha 
watchman believed the story, and let’ the défen- 
dant go. Later another watchman met him in 
Queen's Road West with the bundle under his 
arm, and approached him with the object of 
asking a few questions. The accused ran away, 
but was captured, and just as he arrived at No.7 

olice Station thé owner of the stolen property 
put in an appearance to report his loss. He recog- 
nised the clothing in the bundle taken from the 


lucidity of expression, and that his conclusions 
were well formed ‘is amply demonstrated by 
the fact that his judgments were rarely re- 
versed. - Moreover he brightened many a tedious 
hearing by his witticisms, and among the mem- 
bers of the Bar he was esteemed for his fair and 
impartial treatment. In every essential he 
worthily upheld the best traditions of the Bench. 

In social circleg his manly qualities made 
charged, relieved of a false queue ida rte 
wearing, and ‘put in a-cell. But even ‘then the 
prisoner appeared to have hopes ‘of escedpe, and 


decidedly robust, his expression direct, but withal 
man. His presence; will be missed by not a few 
and certainly his absence will occasion no little 
regret. pea : 
Born at Colombo. on the 15th August 1854, 
He is thus in his 55th year. He was educated 
at Repton and Trinity College Cambridge, was 
called to the bar (Lincoln’s Inn) in 1878 
and came to Hongkong as Police Magistrate 
in 1884. A few years later ho was acting 
Registrar at the Supreme Court, and in 1889 
was acting Pnisne Judge as well. He filled 
several other appointments in the interval and 
in 1889 he became Puisne Judge. Since then he 
has acted as‘ hief Justice on several occasions. 


the wall. Hoe removed the wire netting wh 
protected the lamp in the cell, and with this 
proceeded to scrape away the plaster ‘between 


however, and yesterday Mr. Wood sent him to 
jail for six months wi -hard Isbour. eee 


\ 


LARCENY FROM A BOARDING 
HOUSE. an 


Inspector Smith charged an unemployed “boy” 
before MeJ.:H.:Kemp at the Magistracy on Jan. 
25th with stealing clothing from Mrs. Russell's 
boarding establishment “ Glenderns ”:in Mac. 
Donnell Road. For some time clothing had been 
disappearing from /this house, and .at last: the 
landlady decided to seta watch. Tho defendant 
was caught in the back ‘yard pulling clothing 


Regret will be felt that Mr: Dyor Ball has 
decided to retire from service in the colony and 
to relinquish the post.of chief interpreter at the 
*upreme Court. Mr. J. Dyer Ball enjoys more 
than a local reputation and is an accepted 
authority on China and the hinese, his various: 
publications having become very popular. He 


attempted to escape, but was arrested by -an. 


Chinese for foreigners, while his contributions 
to the. large collection of literature on China 
are very valuable indeed. ~ ; 

Mr. Dyer Ball has been long identified with 
the public work, of the colony and has filled 


before the Court on @ similar oharge,-and.was- 
‘ther dismissed on.a previous employer youching 


sentenced the accused to three months’ fai 
ment with hard labour, 2b, 


* 


the Far. East” as follows: James DyerBall,.. . 


Aid A RATA Ria ed 


Street, in the early hours of Sunday morning. . 


The accused gained admission to the house, 


for the New Year, and that he (the.-aconsed) 


defendant as his property, and the accused wag. 


must have made an early start after ‘the door - 
had been locked behind him basta Mages it 


the stone work. His offorts were nnsuccessful, — 


through the kitchen window with a.bamboo ‘pole 
to the end of which a hook was attached: He - 


Indian constable. Some weeks :ago he was’. 


for his good character. Yesterday his Worship: . 


inh as a i i 


February, 1.1909 ] 
~~ “HONGKONG BENEVOLENT 
ee SOCIETY, 


pp aN 
_ The ‘gntiual meeting of the Hongkong 

_. BerieYolent Society was held on Jan. 27 at noon 
in the City Hall. Dr. Wilder; American 
Cottsul-General, presided, and there were also 
present: Mrs May, Mrs Peter, Mrs Atkinson, | 
Mrs “Edkins, Mrs Bunbury, Mrs Gompertz, 
Mrs Vorotzsch, Mrs Jordan, Mrs Hickling, 

_ Mrs Hastings, Mrs Slade, Mrs Dunn, Mrs 
Hancock, Mrs Lander, Mrs Becker, Mrs Turner, 
Miss Innis, Mrs Gresson, Hon Mr Pollock, Revs. 
C. J. Hickling, F. T. Johnson, J. H. France. 

The CHAIRMAN read the 19th annual report 

as under: . 

_ Che ladies of the Committee of the Hongkong 
Benevolent Society desire again to thank mem- 
bers and friends who through another year have 
given them the means of carrying out the 
objects of the Society, and have much pleasure 
in submitting the annual report and statement 
of accounts for the year 1908. The number of 
applicants this year has been greater than last; 
many have applied during the course of the year 
whose cases.are not detailed in this report; some 
have been rofused as unworthy of assistance, 
others were not within the scope of the Society 

: . and otliers have obtained work through letters 
F. of introduction, or by influence of the members 
) «of the Committee. Twenty-one have received 
; assistance with money, clothes, board and lodg-. 

ing until work could be found, or passages paid 

to various places where they had promise of work. 

We have had very few residents applying for 

help ; most of our cases this year have been men 

who came to Hongkong with the belief that 
there was plenty of work to be got, and have 
become destitute in honestly trying to’ find it; 
some of course have drifted here as rolling 
stones ‘and are not entirely satisfactory cases to 
help, but it is difficult to definitely class them as 
undeserving. . Unfortunately, we cannot follow 
our cases to their. conclusions, but we have had 
several instances this year of apparently un 
desirable characters, who but, for the Society, 
would have been practically starving, and by 
tho liglp given have turned over a new leaf, and 
are regaining their positions and in some cases 
they have refunded what the Society has spent 
on them, and have algo sent money to pay 
debts left behind in the Colony. Such cases 
amply compensate for mistakes and dis- 
appointments in others. Twenty-six other 

cases have received help through the Rev. J. H. 

France, ’he Seamen's Chaplain, who gives 

invaluable. assistance to the Society by 

investigating cases and helping the deserving. 

As Mr. France is leaving the Colony in 

May. the Committee take this opportunity of 

ing him most sincerely for all the 
valuable help which he has given during the 
past ten years. He will be greatly missed and 

our very best wishes go with him to his new t 

field of labour. (Applanse.) The ‘Society has: 

paid for the support and education of- four | 
children during the past year. One girl has.: 
finished her education and writes expressing 
gratitude for all the Society has done! 
for her. One old man, too old to work, who | 
received a monthly allowance, died last month. 

The thanks of the “ommittee are due to the 

managers of the various steamship companies 

who have assisted us by iting reduced pas- 
sages. The following ladies retire as they are 
leaviag the Colony for a time: Mrs. Peter, Mrs. 

Atkinson, Mrs. Jordan, Mrs. Slade and Mrs. 

Pollock. In conclusion the Committee sincerely 

thank all those who have helped them during 

the past year, and hope that the many new resi- 
dents. in the Colony will become subscribers, 
anid'so join us in our attgmpte to help those who 
_.are in need, and are less fortunate than ourselves. 
The report. of Guarantee Scheme 1908 was 

_also read as follows: At the last annual meeting 

of the Ladies’ Benevolent Society an appeal was 

made in connection with this scheme for 
guarantors for the ensuing year, but only two 
gentlemen came forward. Of these two. only 
one was called upon. A man of respectable 
character, but in destitute circumstances, was 
admitted to the Sailors’ Home where he stayed: 

17. days.at the expense of his guarantor. He 

. twas thus:enabled to look round. and find work 
instead: of being reduced to begging, or tHe 
: =: House- of Detention, and so was undoubtedly 

aye oe | 
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saved from deterioration. The second guarantor, 
though not called upon in. the ordinary way, 
very kindly. permitted the full amount of his 
guarantee ($60) to be used in relieving a case 
of distress which oduld not rightly be brought 
under tho conditions of the scheme: In view of 
the yery limited response of last year -it would 
séeml on the whole better to discontinue the 
echeme and to invite any who might be disposed 
to become: guarantors to contribute instead to 
the general funds of the Ladies’ Benevolent 
Society. ; 

Dr. WILpERsaid:—This Society whose annual 
meeting is held this day, has for twenty years 
in this Colony been a help to indigen he 
peans. It has not been able to say to all such 
“Your troubles are over ; we will carry yon ”"— 
for no society is rich enough to defray all bills 
of all people in want, and a society would do 
harm that attempted it; but, thanks to the 
Hongkong Benevolent Society and its generous 
supporters, it is now eligible for any European 
in distress to present himself or herself to Mr, 
France or the Honorary Secretary, a lady, and 
have the merits of the case threshed out. If it 
be a meritorious oase,. relief can be afforded 
to an extent; indeed it is happy reading 
to see how many have been set on their 
feet. And if there be a factor of un- 
worthiness, the case is not wholly refused; 
for if you and I were turned down by parents, 
friends and the Almighty, except when we were 
right, we would usually be found wrong side up. 
There is acold, practical. just attitude in dealing 
with men that inay lave its place in certain 
relations as, for instance, in the conduct of 
business; but this attitude will not get far in 
the upbuilding of men and women who are down. 
Justice is a majestic thing, but its field is the 
tribunal and the market place, ratliey than in 
the operation of a society for the rtunate, 
the suffering and the weak. Humanity touches 
the heroic note on rare occasions ‘ag a re- 
minder of its high origin, but.day in and day’ 
out the philanthropist must be very charit- 
able and patient, he must forget much and hope 
against experience. One need not: forgive a 
clerk seventy times seven, in the sense of 
entrusting the combination of the safe to him; 
but the presevering kindness of the precept. is 
by no means nonsense. There is a mean 
between futile sentimentalism and granite jus- 
tice. It was struck of late by a father in dealing 
with his son. The young man.had been cover- 
ing the Orient in his own way, calling on the 
father for money from time to time. The old 
man had responded bravely again and again. 
Having reached Hongkong the wanderer once 
more smote the rock of parental resources ; 
in fact he interested—* touched” I believe is 
the expression—“ touched" the consulate for 
the price of a cablegram. The answer was 
disappointing; it was the one word “work.” 
Charity had in chis case dons its beautiful part 
and justice assumed her tidy function, I am 
glad to say, to the welfare of the young man. 
‘To meet and listen to the long life histories of 
the applicants is tedious business, and the later 
investigations _ require time and _ patience. 
These tasks your managers have done fuithfully. 
In one way the number of those helped appears 
limited compared to reports of home societies ; 
yet it is to be remembered that for a European 
tobe stranded in this remote part of the world 
is grave business and relief proportionately 
expensive, especially when transportation: 
charges are incurred. Our annual budget is not 
large. Every dollar is laid out judiciously and 
being attended by persona’ interest is made 
profitable to the applicant ; for unless the man 
is led to work and to help himself, money to 
feed him to-day when he will be hungry again 
to-morrow is to pour water into a sieve. Itis a 
convenience to have this machinery of charity 
in Hongkong. It ought not to be necessary to 
urge citizens to remit the $12 annual dues, a 
less or a greater amount as a primary item of 
the year's individual outlay. Having done this 
one feels free to refer applicants to the society. 


Mrs Pollock, the Hon. Secretary, goes home for 
a time, and Mr. France retires—the two wheel 
horses of the work in late years, but new material |: 
will develop. We thank them not more for 
their diligence and sweet reasonableness with 
the unfortunate and erring than for the stan- 
dards. of efficiency they have set their successors. 
pe coat I beg to necmmeye the adoption, 
0 


@ report. - 


‘purpose was taxed to its.utmost:,..Ho 


-been dealt with, and in- the. 21: whoee ,cigegm- 
‘there 


_ surrounding: 
the: Society’ 
écommodation 


dumping has been-sto 
for the existence- of. 
removed. It was 


well as with others. The scope of the. Society - 
was very great. It ranged from assisting chil woe 
ren to obtain elementary education. to. assisting’ 
the aged. It was als. remarkable that.itshould — 
be so international in its. scope;. .H®:had.:an 
opportunity of looking into the cases.that..had 


stance were such as not to need . detailing * 

were comprised nine different nationalities. 
That, he thought,- ought: fo appeal,.to: the. 
cosmopolitan character. of Hongkong, :and-_ 
induce them to help. the Society which. endea- 
voured to help the helpless, of whatever’ nationa-. 
lity they might be. It had been. noted-with great. - 
satisfaction that assistance had been. given by Mr. 
France, and as most of the cases were from sailor 
life it was very good that-they had the assistance 
of the seaman’s-chaplain. In conclusion-he.said 
he wished to emphasise the increasing advantage 
to the community of. such a society, s:socie ; 
which carefully investigated cases of..need: :: It. 
was 8 discriminating form of help. which did not | 
pauperise but helped the unforfunate to. help 
themselves. 7 = 

The report was adopted.. Y Sge op i: 

e CHAIRMAN proposed that the following 
office bearers be elected for next year:—President. ~~ 
Mrs. May ; Vice president; Mrs. Hastings;:hon. ~ 
secretary, Mrs. Edkins; hon. treasurer,;Mrs. 
Turner ; committee—Mrs. Hickling, Mrs..Bun- 
bury, Mrs. Gresson, Mrs. Hancock, Mrs, Lander, 
Miss Innes, Mrs. Becker, and Mrs..Badeley.. 

Rev. F. T. JOHNSON seconded. Speaking from - 
experience he said the Society had done.a:food 
work in this place, but he felt its-worK:was not 
sufficiently appreciated by the people on whose 
behalf they were working. e .Socieby,.was ‘ 
really working on behalf of: the Huropeans in’ 
this place whosa duty it ought to be to look 
after their poorer brethren, = 88 - . * 

A vote of thanks was awarded the.retiring 
office bearers and the meeting closed with a,vote _ 
of thanks to the chairman, moved'-by Mrs. 
PETER, and seconded by Mrs. Portock. — . 


” 


TIRED OF LIFE. 
eee 


but for the timely arrival‘of Sergeant: 
who released her. On appearing’ béford.” 
Court she was bound’ over to be of “g 
behaviour in the sum of $10. oe 

In the other case a student attempted 
his days by jumping off the Pra 
the harbour, but was rescued" 


| 
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ing lai fede of unsold material on hand. 
stands doubly revealed before the public, if 
the term may be used, for in the coming of the 


- Diet the House was to consider a proposal for the 


monopoly: of the sugar industry, by which this 
corrupt ‘oompany would have derived a large 
profit. This proposal was engineered by the 
“directors of the company. 

POSITION OF THE COMPANY. 

The present state of affairs was brought about 
shortly after the amalgamation of three com- 
panies, the Dai Nippon in Tokyo, a company in 
Osaka and the Dairi Company in Moji, their 
subscribed capital being 14 millions, and paid up 
capital to-day 8,400,000 yen. For months, it 
appears, certain directors had had things their 
own way, deceiving the president of the company 
who, as is frequent!7 the case, was a man of 
scholastic attainments, but of no business ex-. 
perienca, and crowning their course of deception 
by making a call on new shares and actually 

paying part of t':ii for the 15 per cent dividend. 
The true state of affairs was brought to light by 
an Osaka auditor, who joined the company as 
the result of amalgamation. Finally the Mitsu 
Bishi, Mitsui and other interested concerns took 
the investigation up, the net result of which is— 
that the company has lost between four and five 
million yen; that it has debentures to the 
amount of seven millions; that. its floating 
capit&l is three millions, the greater part of which 
is borrowed; and that considerable sums are 
owing for material. The papers further allege 
that the company owes some millions in the form 
of customs dues and that the Treasury holds the 
company’s stock as security, stock that is worth 
only half of what it was when the Treasury 
accepted it. If the Government demanded pay- 
ment bankruptcy would follow. 

EVILS OF THE PUBLIC COMPANY SYSTEM. 

The great businesses of this country are run 
upon two systems. First come the extensive 
family concerns, such as the Mitsui, Sumitomo, 
Mitsu Bishi, &c., which, established in 
feudal times, continue to flourish increas- 
ingly, controlled by the various members of 
the family who are subject to family rules 

and discipline as of old. Second is the public 
company, This is a new growth and, like con- 
stitutional government, not by any means 
digested or appreciated by the Japanese people. 
It may be said with truth that the corruption 
which exists in public companies and in 
political circles is entitely due to the indifference 
of shareholders and electors. The education 
and environment of a thousand years cannot be 
swept away by the promulgation of a constitu- 
tion. Directors and politicians receive their 
mandate from shareholders“id people and are 
then left to themselves, and being themselves, 
with few exceptions, unfitted for the work of 
company directors or legislators and not over- 
scrupulous, the result is corruption and mis- 
management. It is quite commonly the case in 
Tokyo that companies are headed by Dr. This 
and Dr. That, gentlemen of scholastic or 
scientific training and doubtless men of 
integrity, but who are quite unfitted to deal 
with the affairs of the company, much less to 
rub shoulders with the denizen of Kabuto-cho, 
the local Capel Court. There is little doubt 
that these doctors and professors are secured 
with much the same end in view as the scheming 
company promoter in London secures a title to 
sit at the head of his board—a figure-head in 
chart and a blockhead in business. They are 
useful men but dnly to dishonest directors. 
Thére aré other important figures in the 
Japanese company, the advisers and auditors. 
Here, as in other cases, the law is abused. 
These offices are now filled in many com- 
panies by the same men, who receive 
large‘fees, and are seemingly only nominal 
advisers and auditors. If they were to do their 
duty conscientiously, they could not hold so 
many offices at the same time, but they are 
merely professional and another useful tool to 
the scheming director. Finally, there are the 
shareholders, who should be most important of 
all: “One of the heritages of the Japanese is 


absolute submission to authority or, breaking 


loose,'.a violent attitude of opposition. The 
middle course, the birthright of a constitutional 
people; is not practiced, simply because the 
people‘have not yet learned to appreciate it. 


The affair of the Tokyo Railway becomes an 


interesting study when viewed from this aspect. 


and it is the same with the sugar company. Up 
to a certain point the shareholders, are passive 
and indifferent, beyond that point the spirit 


The mean course of consistent watchfulness and 
attention to business, which is the duty of a 
shareholder, does not occur to the Japanese 
mind, until it is perhaps too late. | 


THE GOVERNMENT'S DUTY. 

Enough has been published in the papers 
about the directors of the sugar manufacturing 
company to justify criminal proceedings in any 
western country, and as Japan is under the same 
law, to justify criminal proceedings here. The 
integrity and standing of two great companies 
is now questioned, the Tokyo Railway Company, 
subscribed capital 63,000,000 yen, the largest 
concern in the country, and the Dai Nippon 
Sugar Manufacturing Company, subscribed 
capital 14.000,000 yen, the largest industrial 
concern in the country. Against the former 
the charge is made of doctoring accounts, of 
presenting a very optimistic report of business 
when the petition for municipalisation was sent 
to the authorities and a very pessimistic one 
when the petition for increase of fare was pre- 
ferred; against the latter of malversation of 
funds enough to send all the directors to prison. 
In neither case has any action whatever been 
taken by the public prosécutor. Were these 
two companies insignificant, nothing more need 
be said, but they stand for Japanese business 
before the world. It is the urgent duty of the 
authorities in Tokyo to show that they atleast 
have no doubt as to their course of action. The 
papers sre waking up to their duty, as the 
quotation at the head of this letter shows, and it 
is now {uz the authorities of law and order to act. 


CRAIGENGOWER CRICKET CLUB'S 
NEW PAVILION. 


OPENED BY MR&. RB, E.BELILIO8. , 

There was alarge attendance at the Craigen- 
gower | ricket Club on the 23rd January’ when 
thenew pavilion was opened by Mrs. R.E . Belilios. 
-The new building, which has a length of 60 
feet, and which contains a social hall 26 feet by 
15 feet 10 inches; a dressing room 15 feet 10 

‘inches by 15 fect 10 inches; and a committee 
room 15 feet 10 inches by 15 feet 10 inches was 

| tastefully decorated with flags. and a League 
match, between the Club and Kowloon was 
proceeding on the ground. When the Craigen- 
gower eleven, who went in first, had been 
dismissed, an adjournment was made to the 
verandah of the pavilion where the crowd assem- 
bled to witness the opening ceremony. 

Mr. W, D. Bratpwoop, the President 
of the Club, said:—Mrs. Belilios, ladies 
and gentlemen. On behalf of the committee 
of the Craigengower Cricket’ Club, I beg 
to extend to you a most hearty welcome on 
the occasion of the opening of our new 
‘lub house, but before calling upon Mrs. 
Belilios to perform the opening ceremony, it 
may not be amiss for me to give you a 8 ort 
resume of the Club's inception and career. The 
Club was formed fifteen years ago by a number 
of the upper form boys of the Victoria English 
School. It took the name Cra:.;engower from 
the school house, and for tue first sevey 
years of its existence the Club membership 
was confined to past and present pupils of 
the school. In 1901, however, this restriction 
was removed, members other than pupils, 
were admitted and at the same time the Club, 


having through the kindness of the Government ' proceedings eaded with cheer’ for the President. - 
been granted the use of the present playing , 


pitch, migrated here. Originally the Club con- 


sisted of twenty-four members, but shortly after entle 
the removal to Happy Valley the number : their new building over 


pavilion 


scattered it tothe four corners 
desire for a more substantial building 


| existed and the total destruction of the matshed 
{ brought matters to a climax. The committee 
though confrorited with serious February next. 


and members, 


financial difficulties,. 
energy and resolutio 
seo before you.. Man; 
‘ are with us to-day am 
arises that prompts the assassination of Tokyo pleased to welcome Mr. R: 
Railway directors and the smashing of cars. « our first hono 


_| next addressed Mrs. Belilios as follows :—In the 


increased to ith and to accommodate these a | 
substantial matshed pavilion, the funds for 

which were raised by voluntary subscriptions 
among the members of the Club, was érected. That ; 
was later on extended and from time to | 
time repaired, but ultimately the typhoon of July 

last year coinpletely demolished it, and literally i been able to exchange them for an 
of the Valley. The Settlements ) l ‘fixed. 
had long Government, and His Excellency ‘the Go 


of 


0 
S.Belilios “who 
rary treasurer, in which ‘cape 
he acted for five 3. I have’ no“ doubt’ 
the club owes its long lifé in part to 
financial basis on which he then placed ‘if 
Belilio’s connection with the Club has been 
terrupted since ita inception and his interest-in - . 
it has never waned: (On ‘previous’: occasions - 
as well as at the present timo‘ the -:Club © 
has experienced his generous support, anud.the - 
executive and members desire to, express ‘their. .. 
appreciation by electing Mr. Belilios.s life: mem- . 
ber and honorary president of the club 
(Applause). Craigengower is the oldest junior 
club in the Colony, and its players have always 
striven to excel in, and to uphold, the .besat 
traditions of the game of cricket. Their 
success in the former direction is amply 
evidenced by their position in the league con-  — 
tests. During the five years the league. has 
been in existence Craigengower’s record. has - 
been—twice holders of the Shield, twice runners 
up and once third place (Applanse).. The mem-: 
bers are naturally proud of such results but what . 
.they value more highly is the reputation thein- - 
Chub has for playing the game ina thoroughly 
unselfish and sportsmanlike manner, and this — 
reputation it will be their object in the future, . 
as # has been in the past, to maintain unsullied, 
(Loud applause). = , he a 

Mr. Brarpwoop then handed Mrs.. Belilios 
the key tothe main door of the lub house, and 


asked her to open the Club. Y 
Mrs. BELILr08 unlocked the door and declared 

the Club opened. Oo 
As the other doors were opened those present 

entered the new building and inspected it. 


Mr. A. E. AsGsr, the secretary of the Club, 


name of the executive and members ‘of the Club 

I beg tothank you for kindly consenting to’ be_ 
present to-day, and to officiate at the o ning of. 
our new @lub house. To-day is a red letter.day - 
in the history of the Club, and it will be alesting -. 
pleasure to us that your name will be forever 
associated with our entrance into our few: 
premises. - 

Mrs. Beii1os replied—I thank you very 
much for the honour you have done me this 
afternoon, and I ask you to accept my sincerest 
wishes for the future prosperity of the Club . 
(Hear, hear and applause). - ; 

On the call of the Presrpent three cheers 
were then raised to the lady. Nae 

A popping of corks followed, and when 

| glasses were charged, : : . 
Mr. BELiios said gris re been left 

to him of proposing the and prosperi 

of the : raigengower Cricket Club. page 

to a certain extent that it was apt that this task 

| should be left to him seeing that years ago, as a- 

little kiddy, he had the control of the funds ot 

the ‘lub. Whether he had brought about 

| any of the success which the Club had now..ac- 

' quired he did not know, but he felt that better 

: hands had succeeded him and the present flourish- - 

‘ing condition of the Club was due to the: ex- 

| emplary manner in which they had carried ‘out - 

their duties (applause). When the Club’ first... 

started Mr. Braidwood was its head man, and.‘*: 

he is its head man to-day, and so long’ as-he 

‘took such a keen interest in it, -and~ .so. 

l\ong as the speaker’s old school.friends:took: - 

‘such an interest in it, so long would’ ita: ~ - 

‘ prosperity last. He asked all to drink to ‘the _ 

success of the Craigengower Cricket Club. — 

The toast was fittingly honoured and the 


| 
{ 


then en 2 


The many ludio. present were 7 
ed by bers to afternoon toa, while.the 
visitors cougratulated their host 


the glass that 


Although the old Straits Settlements 
ceased to be legal tender on -the.:1st' January, - 
1909, there still appears to be aed ber of | 
them in the possession of persons wht 


dollar within tha’ 


| has been pleased to extend the period for 
, Such exchange at the Treasuri 


estimates 


. items, viz. @ 


for 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


_ KULANGSU (AMOY) MUNICIPAL 


COUNCIL. 


— oe ~ 


_ The annual nieeting of the ratepayers of 


' the sinternational setttlement of Kulangsnu, 


Amoy, was held at the Board Room, Kulangsu, 
th January There were 


on .the 1909, 
a a aorta J.H. Arnold, G. W. Barton, 
Bathurst, 


Bath R. Braun, A. Coghill, W. Davies, 
W. M. d'Oliveira, F. H. Edwards, J. D. 


_ Edwards, L. C. Escort, A. J. M. Fanque, M. 
_ Feller, J. 8. Fenwick, W. W. Frederick, L. 


‘Giles, H. Gottwaldt, W. H. Howard, E. Jessen, 
‘W. F. Kahler, Kashiwabara, H. C. Kohler, W. 
Komaroff, W. Kruse, C. Lee, J. J. C. Lorrent- 
gen, F. H. Luccasen Rev. J. Macgowan, Dr. 
H. McDougall, J. Mencarini, Dr. C. Merz 
{Cheieman), Dr. J. Moorhead, Y. Mori, J. P. 

orley, mM. B. Nilsen, J. Noble, 8. Okazaki, 8. 
Oku: Dr. A. J. Otte, P.M. Saugar, A. J. 
Sundius, J. H. Thatcher, L. I. Thomas, Miss 
Usher, Rev. G. M. Wales, W. H. Wallace, «’. 
J. Weed, C. Whitfield, W. Wilson, A. H. 
.Wilzer, the Secretary (Mr. Berkeley Mitchell) 
and others. ‘ 

Dr. Merz, Consul for Germany, and Senior 
Consul, was in the chair. 


The Sxcrerary read the notice convening the. 


meeting. 
THE CHAIRMAN’S REVIEW. 

Mr. W. H. Wattacs, Chairman of the 1908 
Council,- addressed the meeting as follows :— 
Our annual report for 1908, which has now 
‘been in your hands for some days, is of. such a 
voluminous c r that but few remarks 
from the Chairman of your - cuncil are called 
for. Still, there are points I desire to touch on 
befors you are asked to pass the accounts and 
At the end of 1908 we show roughly 
@ balance in hand of $637 after allowing fora 
payment of $2,800 on new buildings account, 


’ whereas we estimated to have a surplus of some 


$5,000 The difference is principally due to two 
xpenditure on new buildings, and 
an item of $900 for Land Commissioners’ fees. 
As regards the allowance we have made in the 
Budget for the current year for an expenditure 


_ Of $2,000 on a new pavilion, this is only a'pro- 


posal, and the Council by no means bind them- 
selves to such a scheme, as they consider it is a 
matter that the ratepayers at this meeting 
Bhould decide, and if you consider such an 
expenditure excessive, or undesirable, or that 
the scheme should be modified, we are quite 


preeren to fall in with your views. It would 
"be, howe 


ver, a8 well to bear in mind that on the 


“ inception of the Council the old pavilion was 
taken over as Municipal property, so, of course, 
it is the duty of our Goaneil ts keep it in repair, 


and in making the suggestion of a corrugated 


, _ iron building in place of one built_on similar 
lines to the old one, we would point Sut that we 


think aniron building would be cheaper in thelong 
run, a8 it would be impervious to white ants, 
whereas a building such as the old one is constant- 
ly needing repairs from this cause. The old build- 
ing brought you in a rental of $75 per annum, but 
whatever sum you decide to expend we would 

{ that the new rental should be on a 
basis of 10 per cent per annumon the outlay, thus, 
if we-expend $2,000 as proposed, we shall receive 
say $200 as rental. I will but lightly touch on 
the 5 si on of an Assistant to your Secretary 
and Superintendent of Police, for it must be 
obvious to anyone conversant with the growth 
of work in different Municipal Departments 
during the ~ few years, that it has become 
impossible for any one man to conscientiously 


to, and that is the engagement of a trained 
nurse, to work under the orders of the Health 
Officer and to be at the disposal of the Foreign 
residents of the Island. Whether such a nurse 
should be engaged by the Council and paid 

out of public funds, or whether 
obtained by private endeavour, is a matter 
for the ratepayers, but the Council think 
the question should receive your earnest 
attention. The matter of the construction 


oi ‘of buildings and the power of the Council 
.. to prosecute contractors and’ others for using 


materials. of an inferior quality or erecting 


Anildings. of faulty. construction, was brought 


home to many of us during the severe storm 
of last October, and has engaged our attention, 


: successfully cope with the same. Another 
matter I think.your attention should be called 


- buf as we are advised that our present 


regulation on the subject of Building permits 
gives us ample powers, we do not propose 
asking you to add anything to the existing 
tye. but cases arising where ratepayers 
think it advisable for the : ouncil to prosecute 
should be brought to our notice. In conclusion 
it is my pleasant duty to record on behalf of 
myself and my fellow ‘ouncillors our complete 
satisfaction with the work of our Secretary 
Mr. Mitchell, who has displayed his customary 
tact and energy in the performance of his 
somewhat various and distinctly arduous duties. 

Mr. Batuurat desired, before the accounts 
for 1908.and the budget for 1909 were brought 
forward for passing, to call attention to’ certain 
points in the, accounts, budget and annual 
report. He would like to know why tie prison, 
police and general charges had gone.up in 
recent years, and mentioned several items; why 
the police staff, reduced from twenty-eight in 
1904 to nineteen in 1908, cost more in the latter 
year in wages, and on what scale were the Land 
Commissioners paid? 

Mr. WaLuace replied that while he could not 
accept Mr. Bathurst's figures as being by any 
means correct, the charges he mentioned must 
in the ordinary course increase: automatically. 
The pay.of the Police was progressive and 
included such items as a bonus on com- 
pletion of engagement, deferred pay, and 
passage money to India, all of which tend- 
ed to swell the total, and therefore these 
items must show an: increase, and this, 
of course, would be more apparent in cer- 
tain years than in others. The Land Com- 
missioners were paid a fee of 2300 each, 
which was by no means excessive for the work 
they were called upon to do. 

Mr.: Batuurst then remarked that there 
were four sergeants in a force of nineteen, and 
suggested fewer sergeants and more men. As 
regards the annual report he would like to 
know how the Council arrived at the number of 
buildings on the Island? 

Mr. Wauiace.—From the Land Commis- 
@oners. 

Mr. BatHuRst.—But it does not shy so‘in the 


Budget.” How do you arrive at the population ?. 


Mr. WaLLAcE.—By the census, which was 
very kindly voluntarily taken by Mr. Gottwaldt 
of the Land Commission. 

Mr. Batuurst :—If you have only taken a 
census once it is impossible to tell whether there 
has been an increase or decrease in the popula- 
tion. I do not agree to, or see the necessity of, 
an Assistant Secretary and Superintendent of 
Police, and as regards the Staff of the Council 
being a “one man show,” if, as suggested in the 
‘‘ouncil's annual report, the present Secretary 
and Superintendent of Police goes on leave, 
although you engage an Assistant, if will still 
be a “one man show.” : 

Mr. Mencarint: I would like to know if 
the engagement of an Assistant is approved. 
whether his duties will be of a clerical nature, 
or will he be an outside man ? 

Mr. Witson (Watch and Assessment Com- 
mittee.)—Mr. Wallace, the ( hairman of the 1908 
Council, has asked me to answer certain questions 
which have been raised. Anyone with a little 
common observation could see that inrecent years 
the number of houses in the Settlement and the 
population has increased enormously. The 
Council's intention is that the proposed 
Assistant should be primarily for outdoor 
Police and Sanitary work, and so relieve Mr. 
Mitchell considerably. At present it is im- 
possible for your Secretary and Superintendent 
of Police to go round the Island as often as he 
would like, or to give that personal attention to 
all matters, whether in connection with office or 
outside, which he did formerly, before the work 
increased to its present extent. As regards 
Mr. Mitchell’s leave—which I venture to remark 
he has earned—and the remarks coicerning the 
phrase “a one man show,” his leave would not 
make much difference; it will simply mean that 
“the one man show” will continue a little longer 


that is all. Some of Mr. Bathurst's remarks 


were hardly pertinent. 

Mr. Batnurst (interrupting), said he did 
ot want any of that sort of thing —(Laughter.) 
' Mr. Watiace: You have misunderstood 
Mr. Wilson; he said “pertinent” not “im- 
pertinent” remarks. 

Mr. Wiuson also explained that he had not 
used the word “impertinent,” and, continuing, 
said, it was necessary to have an Assistant. 


'. -,fPebraary-dy 1909. 
Supposing. for instance, Mr..Mitchell’s:health  _ 
was to break down,.they would be in-a bad: way 
for they could not expect any. Councillor they - 
might elect to neglect his business. to take: up 
Mr. Mitchell's duties; he for. one_at .any-.rate 
would not doso. Besides the work had increased 
to such an'extent that it was impossibleto carry | 
on efficiently without an Assistant, aid as years 
went by the work would still further increase. + 

Dr. Orre proposed, seconded-by Mr.'Tiomas, |‘; 
that the aceounts for.1908 be passed, == -- 

On being put to the mosting_.43--were | 
in favour, and the motion -was accordingly  {- 
passed. ; ey 4 

It was proposed by Mr. Sunprvs, seconded 
by Mr. F. H. Epwarps, that the Hetimates for 
1909 be passed. 

Mr. CocHILu desired to know whether: the 
Island was run for the Chinese or the Foreig- 
ners P : , , : : 

The Cuarnman: Both. 

Mr. CoaHritt: What? ~ 

The CHAIRMAN: 
the Chinese. ‘ oon On 

Mr. CoGHILL complained that the Island :was 
being run for the benefit of the Chinese. _ 

Mr. WILSON said the Island was being’run for 
the benefit of everybody, and he thought it only 
fair and right that. the Sa should have 
every consideration considering that more than 
half the municipal revenue was derived from. 
purely Chinese sources. 

Mr. THomas desired to move ah amendment 
to the Estimates for 1909 as they at present 
stood ; viz that the sum of $2,000 shown 
in the Budget for 1909 to be expended on the 
Recreation Ground Pavilion be struck ont, and 
the ruins of the old pavilion yn over to 
the Kulangsa. Lawn Tennis and Cridket-Club, 
leaving it to the Club to make their own. 
arrangements as to & new pavilion.. As only a 
section of the community would benefit, it was 
hardly right to expend such a sum solely for 
this section. He further thought that the $2,000 | 
would be more usefully employed, te 7 
view the number of recent robberies,in indreasing | - 
the Police force. ft 

-Mr. Braun wished to know, before any 
motion was put to the meeting. under what 
conditions the Recreation Ground was given. to 
the Community. Was it to the whole Foreign 
community or only part of the community'? . 

Mr. Watuaee explained the conditions 
under which the ground was held and the 
boundaries, which showed that part belonged 
to the Foreign community as a whole, and 
to the Kulangsu Lawn Tennis and Crigket - 
Club, and, in reply to a further question from 
Mr. Braun, stated that every member of the 
Foreign (ommunity is allowed to use the 
ground. a ; ; a4 

The amendment moved by Mr. Tuomas, } 
seconded by Mr. MENCARINI, was then put to the 
meeting and carried by thirty-eight votes ty one. 

Mr. ARNoup then moved that the $2,000 struck 
out of the Budget be added to the amounts 
earmarked for expenditure on Police and 
Sanitary service in 1909, and wished to make- ‘ 
it a second amendment to the 1909 Estimates #° - 
accordingly. : se “Oe 

Mr. Les having seconded, Mr. ARNOLD'S : 
amendment was put to the meeting and cafried | 
by thirty-three votes to one. “fo 

The ‘Estimates for 1909, as amended b the, : 
above two amendments, were then put t@ the 
meeting and passed by thirty-eight votes tofone. 

: THE ROADS. ae 

On the “HArRMAN asking whether any 
ratepayer desired to put any questions,, 4 ; 

‘Dr. Orr begged, in no spirit of. pierre | to . 
make a few remarks on the present method of 
building and repairing the roads in the Settle- 
ment, and said he had been desired to do so by 
the Chinese, and he was grateful to Mr. Wilson. 
for making it plain that the Council considered 
the interests of the Chinese equally with the 
interests of the Foreigners. The. so-called 
mavadamising of the roads was really neither one 
thing nor the other, but he attached no blame 
to those responsible, for he fully realized the - 
difficulties and he knew it was impossible to © 
make a macadam road ian the’ proper 
machinery for the purpose, ald especially a 
steam roller. He would suggest to the incoming 
Council, and he felt sure they would take his 
remarks in the spirit in which they were meant, 
to try the experiment of roads paved with bricks. 
He could not agree with remarks in the™ 


\ a 


Both the Foreigners and 


* _Bebrainry 1, 1909] 


annusl report .on roads‘so constructed. The | conduct pay. “A recruit starts at $16.50 per 


‘ hinese, and more especially the women with 


small feet, found some of the present roads a | $19.50 per 


great trial to walk on. | 
“";. . RECENT ROBBERIES. 
Mr. Mencarini called attention to the num- 
ber of deportees arriving at this port, and 


attributed many of the recent robberies to the | per month. ¢.e. after 18 month's service $1.50! not apparent in the enthusiasm with which 
operations of these experienced thieves. He | after 36 months service another $1.50 and so on. ' Chinese sped the old year and welcomed the ni 
suggested that the new Council should approach | Therefore all those men still serving who were | year. Everywhere the spirit of the seas 


the Consular Body, with a view to their respec- 
tive Governments being communicated with on 
the subject, and that the Territorial Officials be 
also asked to co-operate in the matter. After 
some further discussion on the subject, 
COUNCILLORS RE-ELECTED. 

The CHAIRMAN read out the following names 
of ratepayers offering themselves for election as 
Councillors, for 1909:—Messrs. J. 8. Fenwick, 
W. Kruse,.8. Okuyama, W. Wilson, W. H. 
Wallace and A. H. Wilzer. 

Mr. Mencakini suggested that as only the 
requisite number of gentlemen offered them- 
selves, the names be submitted to the meeting 
en bloc. 

The CHAIRMAN, seconded by Mz. Sunprus, 
accordingly put the names to the meeting, and 
ae were duly elected by thirty-eight votes to 

wo 


With a vote of thanks to the Chairman, pro- 
posed by Mr. ARNOLD, the meeting closed. 


A meeting of the “‘ouncil was held on the 26th 
January 1909, when there were present Messrs. 
W.H. Wallace (Chairman) Huang Ts‘an Chew, 
‘W. Kruse, 8. Oknyama, W. Wilson, the Health 
Officer (Dr. McDougall) and the Secretary (Mr. 
Berkeley Mitchell.) 

.. THE CRITICISM OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr. Watuace, the Chairman, brought up 
the following report :— 

“With reference to certain questions raised 
at the annual meting of ratepayers by Mr. 
Bathurst concerning the accounts for 1908, of 
which no previous notice, private or otherwise, 
was given—the question therefore being so to 
speak sprung onj,us—and which it was impossi- 
ble to fully answer offhand at the time, I have, 
as your Chairman, since gone into the 
figures and I will now give you the results, 
taking them in the order Mr. Bathurst had 
them on the paper he handed to the Chairman 
at the meeting. Prison Charges.—The increase 
is due to rise in price of food and fuel during 
the past two years, and to the fect that the cost 
of lighting the prison is now borne by prison 
charges account, whereas previous to moving 
into the new buildings the cost of lighting the 
old cells and barracks was debited against police 
charges account alone. The cost of lighting 
the new prison is considerably more than the old 
one. Police Chargesfor 1908 are the lowest since 
_the inception of the Council. General Churges.— 
-The increase is principally due to extraordinary 
expenditure in the shap@ of such items as:— 
Duty &c. on 50 stand of arms $98; bonus of $25 
to tax collector for work in connection with the 
Land Commision; £15 cost of taking the censure, 
and some $49 odd in extras on the new buildings. 
Police.—Mr. Bathurst asked “Why was-the 
Police staff reduced from 28 in 1904: to 19 in 
. 1908 at a cost of three hundred dollars more in 
wrges..” I find the strength of the force in 
1904 was, from January to March, 24 Indians 
and one detective. From April to, December 
- one Inspector, 17 Indians and one Chinese 
detective; Costin wages for the year $5,546.80. 
This sum was for wages pure and simple, and 
all ranks were on the lowest rate of pay, none 
having suffigient service to be drawing either 
class or good conduct pay. No passage 
money, deferred pay or bonuses were included. 
In 1908, up to the end of Nevember, the 
strength was one jemad&r, three !sergeants 
and. fourteen constables, with one Chinese 
detective, or 19 in all. On the discharge of the 
jemadar, the force stood at 4 sergeants, 14 
constables and 1-Chinese detective. The wages 
for the year came to $5,840.14, which included 
deferred: pay $343.51, bonuses $226.82 and 
‘passage money $71.58, or a total of $641.71 
over and sbovye ordinary pay, class pay and 
good conductpay. It must also be remembered 
that.we raised the pay of the Police in 1908 
$1.50 per man,«per month, and thet we have 
serving four men with over five years’ service, 4 
men with over 4, and three men with over three, 


| 
| 
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a 
month by an _ addition of | 
$1 in- every -24 months. <A__ sergeant, | 
starts at $22.50 and rises to $26.50. Besides ; 
these rises, good conduct pay is issued after : 
every 18 months’ satisfactory conduct at $1.50 | 


month, and can rise as a_ constable 


with us in 1904 must be drawing more pay in | 
1908. Theproportion of sergeants to constables ; 
was also commented on, although those who | 
criticise have overlooked the fact that the ; 
duties of our force are not confined entirely to | 
police duties, but also embrace the supervision | 
of sanitary work, and the duty of looking after , 
the prison, and the working parties of prisoners | 
outside on the roads &c., which two latter duties 
would anywhere else be performed by warders, 
hence the number of sergeants required. When | 
the jemadar left at the end of November, the | 
senior sergeant took over his duties, at a saving 
of some $200 per annum, a constable being pro- | 
moted sergeant in the senior sergeant's place, So 
that instead of having one jemadar and three 
sergeants, as in 1908, we now have 4 sergeants, | 
No doubt, on the arrival of the Assistant to the 
Superintendent of Police, the Watch Committee , 
will consider whether it is practical to reduct | 
the number of sergeants. 

THE OPIUM DIVANS. 


The great national festival of © a 
celebrated in the -time honoured.-manne: 
Hongkong on the 22nd inst.; and though there 
have been years when the Colony m0 
grounds. for rejoicing than at present: 


‘Season Was. 
manifest, and the observances i “the 
occasion seemed to’ be carried out more extén- < 
sively than in recent years. One-notable ~ 
feature was the extraordinary display. of 
Chinese flags. This was in honour of the first’ * 
year of the reign of the new Emperor. § :° +> 
Of course fireworks played their usual pre-. - 
dominant part. Firing commoncedon Thuraday ’- 
and the noise, which at times resombléd'a bom-: ‘ 
bardment, was heard without ceasing right‘on - 
till Friday, being continued intermittingly. on - 
Saturday and Sunday. Then the dragon — 
processions with their quaint movements and 
vigorous beating of tomtoms contributed 
their quota to the fun and jollity of 
the crowds , which continually thronged 
the streets: The weather being fine; cold - 
but bracing, encouraged the Chinese to follow 
their usual custom of walking in the streets 
arrayed in their best attire, and certainly: this 


| year witnassed as many beautiful garments as - 
have ever been seen in the colony at this festival. 


Six opium shops were selected by ballot to be | They turned out in large numbers to pay. 


closed on April 12th, in accordance with the ! 
local regulations. | 


\ 
UNLICENSED PAWNBROKERS. 


Before Mr. J. H. Kemp at the Magistracy 

on the 26th ult. two natives were prosecuted by 
Sergeant Gordon for keeping pawnbroking 
establishments on Chungchau Island without 
license. 
* Mr. C. F. Dixon (of Messrs. Hastings and 
Hastings) represented the first defendant and 
pleaded guilty on his behalf, and the second 
defendant also admitted the charge. 

My. Dixon said there was no doubt his client 
had brought himself, within the section of the 
Pawnbrokers Ordinance, but he would ask his 
Worship to deal leniently with him, or to 
discharge him. The defendant made awnings 
for sampans. He had lived on Chungchanu 
for about twenty years, and his Worship would 
understand that his idea of the law with regard 
to pawnbrokers was very hazy. During t'e 
typhoon of last year many people living on this 
island lost their sampans and got into very 
straightened circumstances. The defendant | 
repaired many damaged boats, end the owners ' 
gave him small articles of jewellery as security, 
That led to the defendant getting o reputation 
for assisting people who were hard up provided 
they gave him security, and thus he got into the 
way of carrying on this business without a 
licence. As he had only been doing business 
this way for about six months, Mr. Dixon asked 
his Worship to take into consideration the facts 
he had stated. 

His Worship—He 
suppose P : 

Mr. Dixon—Yes,: but interest is charged on 
overdue accounts, and the defendant has no 
intention of continuing the business, unless 
he takes outa licence. He does not give any 
receipts for these articles, and the people all 
trust him. 

Sergeant Gordon—He does not do that on 
account of his own safety. 

His ‘Worship said 
matter to.estimate the penalty. The defendant 
had been carrying on the business for some 


cha ged interest, r| 


months and he could not have carried it on | success in the Philippines. 


legally without paying a licence fee of $400. 
Considering that he had defrauded the revenue 


of that amount, and estimating the profits he | agoodreputationas arunner. also 
had made, his ‘Worship said he would fine the | represented by a cricket eleven selected fro: 
defendant the maximum penalty of $200. He | various regiments of i 

also decided that the pawned articles should be | bgating crew will be despatched fror 


returned, and the owners could obtain them by 
paying tho principal and interest to date. 
Further interest was not permitted to be 
charged. . 


€ 


‘ unfortunately he caught a cold w 
similar decision was giyen . against the. 
all of whom are drawing class pay and good second defendant. ; 


ceremonial calls on Friday, and at, night they 
settled down to indoor amusements. Feasts - 
will be held practically throughout this week, . 


| though business will be resumed in a day or two, 


Friday was also the anniversary of the succes- 
sion of King Edward, The vessels in the har- - 
bour dressed ship in honour of the -occasion and 
a salute was fired at noon. 


enema een, 


GERMAN EMPEROR'S BIRTHDAY. 


On Jan. 27 was the- fiftieth anniversary of the 
birthday of H. I. M. the Kaiser, and the 
occasion. was fittingly celebrated in. Hongkong,’ 
the guns of the German men-of-war in port 
booming forth their ‘many happy returns” at _ 
noon, the good wishes being seconded by Bri- — 
tish warships. Dr. Voretzsch, the German 
Consul, held the usual reception at the. \ on- 
sulate, where representatives of all nations 
called to pay their respects. - Captain Mitchell- 
Taylor called on hehalf of His Excellency’ the 
Governor, Captain Heathcote on behalf of 
General Broadwood, and Lieut. Blanchflower 
on behalf of Commodore Lyon. 

In commemoration of the occasion Pastor - 
Muller conducted a service yesterday miorning 
on the German cruiser Letp2ig,and in the-after- 
noon the officers held a reception on board, which - 
was largely attended. At the German Club last 
night a special dinner was held. All the British 
warships in port dressed ship in honour of the - 
occasion. al ee fe 8 


THE MANILA CARNIVAL. ” 


The great international carnival which opens ! 
at Manila on February 2nd is attracting. the - 


attention of sportsmen from all parts of the Far? 
East, and as most of the big ports in the Orient 


will be represented in the sport, it follows that. 


interest in the carnival extends far beyond the — 
land over which the Stars and Stripes flutter. : 
A cordial invitation was extended by. the-- 
promoters to sportsmen in Hongkong and the’ ~ 
Colony will be represented in several of the 
events. There are many men here who could 
give a good account of themselves, but - 
opportunities did not «fier for a few weeks’. . 


it was rather a difficult| stay in Manila. There are these, however, 


~ the... ‘best ~ 


who can ‘e. spared, and ast 
wishes of residents will go with them.for all: . 
The Buffs. are- 


sending a polo team, and Lance-Corporal: 
Anderson of the same regiment goes forth: with. 
We are.also tobe 


the on, . whi 
Monmouth. 3 ot 
Mr. A.. E. Ellis .was. to. have..gon 

; Carnival as o representative of: the 


and on medical advice ‘he. las. had 
‘his name from the list of .cempetito: 


_then tied the occupants 
- together, placed them on a bed, obtained the key 
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SERIOUS: SHOOTING AFFRAY 
= CAT YAUMATI. 


re SERGEANT SHOT. 


Scenes of wild excitement and disorder were 
witnessed at Yaumati on the 21st inst. 
consequent upon armed robbery. At about 10. 
p.m. five men, each carrying a revolver, entered 
the shop at 43, Kennedy Street, and at once 
threatened the master and his two fokis with 
instant death, if they raised an alarm. They 
of the premises 


of the safe, and proceeded with their work of 
robbery. The thieves extracted from the safe 
notes and money to the extent of $4,300, while 
from the shop till they took about $60 anda 
silver watch. Having obtained all they desired, 
the robbers made their departure, put soon an 
alarm was raised, and the whole village was in a 
state of tumult as chase was given to the thieves. 
Lance-Sergt. Mills, of the Police, was soon on 
the track of the men, and had got within close 
distance of one of the men when the latter 
turned round on him and discharged the con- 
tents of his revolver into the police officer's 


appeared on the scene, 
and seeing the shooting incident, he 
quickly made for the robber and brought him 
down with a shot. Both Lance-Sergt. Mills and 
his assailant ‘were immediately taken across to 
Hongkong, and about eight hours after arrival 
the robber, an.unusually big-framed man, died. 


" Lance-Sergt.“Mills was taken to hospital in a | 


serious condition. Up to Saturday five arrests 
had been made in connection with the affair, but 
only twoof these could be identified as being 
members of the gang. 

Yesterday we learned that Lance-Sergt. Mills 
had succumbed to his injuries, his condition 
having been regarded as hopeless from the time 
of his admission to the hospital. The funeral 


’ takes place this afternoon. 


The four natives arrested in connection with 
the fatal shooting affray which occurred at 
Yaumati on Thursday night were arraigned 
before Mr. Wood at the Magistracy on Jan. 25. 
They were charged with entering No. 43, 
Kennedy Street; Ydumati, while armed with 
revolvers, and stealing money and jewellery to 
the value of $4,344.25 and with using personal 
violence. Ona second coun they were charged 
with killing and murdering Lance-Sergeant 
H. A. Mills. Accused were remanded for a week. 


Chan Chi was placed before Mr. J. H. Kemp 
at. the i y on Jan. 28th on a charge of 
armed robbery on the 19th inst. The defend- 
ant, armed with a dagger, and accompanied by 
two other natives not in custody, entered the 
dwelling of an Indian named Inder Singh at 
18, Temple Street, and stole money and clothing 
to the value of $50... 

‘ Bahader Singh, the first witness called, 


“gave evidence to the effect that at 6 p.m. | 


on the night of the robbery he left the house 
to go for a walk, locking the door behind him. 


* When he returned at nine o'clock he found the 


door closed but the chain broken. On entering 
he saw a Chinaman running towards the kitchen, 
and seized him by the queue. The robber 
struggled, and with a dagger he held in his 


- hand, cut witness across the throat, head and 
‘body. In the meantime two other Chinese who 


were in the cook house escaped by means of a rope 
which they descended. Witness held fast to the 
man who attacked him until the latter threw 
down the dagger. He then proceeded with him 
to the station, but meeting a lukong on the way, 
handed him over. Witness was unable to give 
a description of the other intruders, but he 
‘found that a box belonging to Inder Singh had 
been removed to the kitchen, broken open, and 
the contents acattered about. 
-Inder Singh gave evidence as to the 


_ property that had been stolen, and stated that 


recognised the prisoner as a man he 
had previously seen going up to the floor 
above the one on which he lived. 

Inspector Dymond deposed. to seeing the 
defendant searched at the Yaumati Police 
Station, where certain of the exhibits before the | 
Court were. found on. his person, also a sheath 


which the dagger found at éomplainant's: house CORRESPONDENCE: ; 
fitted. La > 

_ After hearing further e:idence his Worship ae eas 
committed the defendant for trial at the Criminal 
Sessions. THE SHANGHAI INVITATION. 


SUCCESSFUL POLICE RAID. 


The meshes of the law have closed in on one ve 


[To THE EDITOR OF THE “ HONGKONG 


of the supposed bands of armed robbers who of DAILY PRESS.” 


late have terrorised the inhabitants of the 
Yaumati district, and gained for that district : ; ; 
an unpleasant notoriety. On Wednesday night Dear S1r,—As certain statements with 
Inspector Dymond and a posse of police proceeded | regard to the proposed visit: of our Association - 
to Cheungshawan and surrounded a house | XI to Shanghai ‘and its subsequent sbandon- 
suspected of being a den of thieves. Whena| ment have appeared in your columns, my 
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guard had been set on all passages of escape the 
remainder of the police entered, ready for any 
emergency. As it happened, however, the inmates 
were unprepared for their visitors, and were 
soon placed under arrest. A search of the house: 
follow d, and besides a large quantity of stolen 
property and numerous pawntickets, the police 
are said to have found many daggers and loaded 
revolvers. 

We understand that some of the men arrested 
have an unenviable record. The police, however, 
are not yet disposed to disclose the story of the 
raid, but when the case is worked up some 
sensational facts are expected to be revealed. - 


FUNERAL OF LANCE-SERGEANT 
MILLS. 


The remains of Lance-Sergeant H. A. Mills,. 
the unfortunate young police officer whose 
| tragic end was recorded-in our last issue, were 
noterred in the Happy Valley Cemetery on the 
20th instant. The funeral was one of the 
largest known in the Colony for a police officer. 
and the large und cosmopolitan crowd of 
mourners who composed the cortege was a 
testimony to the popularity of the promis- 
ing young officer whose sad end provoked 
general sympathy. Shortly after five o'clock 
the funeral passed the monument at Happy 
Valley, the hearse, which was laden with 
wreaths, being followed by a large body of 
police in full uniform. Following them 
was nearly 4 company of the Royal 
Garrison ilery, of which deceased had 
formerly been a unit. Next came a 
squad of Indian Police, then a body of Iukongs. 
These were followed by 2 number of Excise 
Officers, who were succeeded by many Chinese 
firemen. A body of native merchants from 
Yaumati and other parts of the ‘ olony next, 
and the rear of the mournful procession was 
brought up by, civilian friends of the deceased. 

The large concourse of mourners included 
the Hon. Mr. F. J. Badeley, Captain-Super- 
| intendent of Police, Mr. G. N. Orme, Assistant 
| Superintendent, Mr. King, Deputy Superinten- 
dent, Lieut. « . W. Beckwith, R.N., Assistant 
| Harbour Master, Mr. J. R. Wood, Second 
‘ Police Magistrate, Superintendent Lane of the 
Fire Brigade, Chief-Detective Inspector Han- 
son, Chief Inspector Baker and numerous 
| Police Inspectors. 

The pall bearers were Lance-Sergeants 
Edwards, Foley, Fox, Burden, Watt and 
Brennah. : 

High up on the hillside the remains of Ser- 
gent Mills were laid in their last resting place, 
the impressive funeral ceremony being conduct- 
ed by the Rev. F. T. Johnson. 

Among the numerous mourners who supplied 
wreaths were His Honour Mr. H. H. J. 
Gompertz, Captain F. J. Badeley, Deputy- 
Superintendent King, the Detective Staffs 
and Police from all 
Colony, Indian Jemidars and Sergeants- 
Major, Indian Sergeants and Constab es, 
the sisters of the Government Civil Hos- 
pital, the staff-sergeants and sergeants 
of the 88th Co. R.G,A., the junior non-com- 
missioned officers of the same company and the 
Chinese police, excise officers and firemen. 

The Tramway Company provided special trams 
for the police mourners to return to the city. 


A Washington telegram to a Manila contem- 
porary states that, owing to personal differences 
with Mr. Luke Wright, the Secretary for War, 
Commissioner Tavera will shortly resign his 
position, and Commissioner Shuster, who is to 
report to the Secretary of War in the near 
future will not return to-the Philippines. 


(ommittee have desired me to write;to you and 
clear up the following points. The invitation 
was from Club to ' luband hence the use of the 
word ‘“Interport” with regard to the fixture 
.is a misnomer. I may point outin addition asa 
further proof of this that, through the Shanghai 
Football Club we received a challenge to play the 
Shanghai League, after playing our match with 
the thanghai Football Club, buf again no 
question of an “Interport” team arose. As to 
the statement that appeared in the Press 
that it was impossible for the Hongkong 
Football «lub to send a team of its own. 
members to Shanghai without paying their 


passages and supplying them with pocket money, <: 


I have to point out that this statement is quite 
erroneous for the following reason:—When 
at the last moment it. was found necessary, in 
order to raise a team~- of any reasonable 
strength, to go outside the members of the 
Hongkong Football «lub a special letter was 
written |to Shanghai explaining this and re- 
gretting| our inability to send a team composed 
entirely jof our own members. This appeal to 
players outside the Hongkong Football Club 
entailed) a heavy expenditure in passage 
money and expenses which the Club would 
dit very difficult to raise and when 
further jwithdrawals took place it was deemed 
i fixture, not without 


deep re . 
My Committee trust that this statement will 
clear up/finally any uncertainty in the matter.— 
‘Yours faithfully. 
H. L. 0. GARRETT. 
Hon. Secretary, H.K.F.C. . 


HE YUNNAN RAILWAY. 


The Foreign Affairs Committee, telegraphs 
the correspondent of Ihe Times in Paris on 
December 25, has now presented its report upon 


quence jof various alterations in the plans the 
leas cost of the work will amount to 
£6,620,000, as 

estimatd of £3,840,000. Of this increase 
in the] estimated cost a sum of £2,060,000 
is to be borne by the colony and the re- 
mainder by the company to.which the con- 
cession been assigned. The hope is expressea- 
that the work of construction will be superin- 
tended fwith greater care in the future than has . 
been the case in the past, in order that tho 


stations in the | recurrence of costly errors may be avoided. 


For the rest it is stated that so far the most 

difficult section of the line, the track from_ 
Laokai|to Mengtze in, the valley of the Nam-ti, 

has practically been completed. The construc- 

tors have to reach Mengtze by next April or- 
May, and with the opening of this section it 

will become possible to conduct traffic over a. 
considerable portion of the line. It is caloplated 

that the line will have been laid a8 far as 

Yunnahsen by 1910. In view of the results 

which have so far been obtained on the section © 
which jis already open to traffic the ‘report 

expresses tho confident expectation that, not- 

withstanding the inordinate cost of construction, 

the Yu onan Railway will yield’ : 
and will materially add to the economic resources . 
of French Indo-China. 


compared with the original ~ 


good returns’ . 
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, confirmed. 


Jmedium of the Press for more 


-has been sent them from the Hon. 


Febpaary!. 1,.1909.] ‘ 
ST JOHN'S CATHEDRAL. 


Thé'annual meeting of Seatholders and Sub- 
scribers to St. John’s Cathedral was held at St. 
Panl’s- College: on Jan. 27th, The Bishop of 
Victoria presiding. : 

The meeting having been opened with prayer 
Mr. A. Bryzr, (Hon. Seoretary,) read the 
minutes-of the last annual meeting which were 


Mr. Ricwarp Hancock then presented his 
statement of accounts for 1908. He pointed 
out that the actnal revenue for the year 
amounted to $15,048.51 which shews an increase 
over the revenue of 1907, but still insufficient 
to‘ cover the expenditure which amounted to 
$16,481.90; thus exceeding the revenue to 
the extent of nearly $1,500 which could 
only be called unsatisfactory, and showed the 
urgent need of further annual contributions. 
He'madeaspecial appeal on behalf of the Church 
Body last year both personally and through the 
funds and was 
sorry to say that it did not meet with the 
response which he had anticipated, though it 
helped hira to raise the total contributions from 


~ $2,640:50 in 1907 to $4,043.00 last year. Of 


course, the Colony has been passing through 
very strenuous times lately, and people had not 
had the money to give as in former years, but it 
should be~ remembered that contributions, 
however small, were acceptable. It would be 
observed from the statement of accounts that 
there was a balance of $1,500 to carry forward to 
this year, but this it, must be. remembered was 
only because they transferred at the beginning 
of the year some $1,800 from the Reserve Fund. 
They should endeavour to keep this fund intact, 
and use it only as a reserve and not drew 
on it for current’ expenditure. This however 
judging from recent. years it was impossible to 
do, unless contributions: were more general in 
the ‘future than they had been during the past 
two years. Turning to the question of few rents 
he regretted to say that there was still outstand- 
ing against 1908 the sum of $180: He wouldtake 
this opportunity of asking seatholders to be 
good enough to send in their amounts duo for 
their pew rents as early es possible, and not 
wait till the second and third application 
Trea- 
surer. This would be of peat assistance. He 
would also ask those seatholders who were 
leaving the ‘olony to notify the Hon. Trea- 
surer 80 that he could make other arrangements 
for the disposition of their seats. 

The Treasurer's accounts were thén adopted 
on the motion of Hon. Mr. H. W. Siang, and 


seconded by Mr. W. ARMSTRONG, 


The following laymen were then elected by 
ballot for the Church Body for 1909; Hon. Mr. 
J.M. Atkinson ; Mr. W. Armstrong, Hon. Mr. 
H. W. Slade, Mr. A. Bryer, Dr. Francis : lark, 
Mr. R. Hancock. 

Mr. J. «'. Peter was elected Auditor. 

The BrsHop proposed a formal welcome to Rev. 
Arthur B. Thornhill, M. A.,the Assistant Chap- 
lain to the '‘‘atehdral, which was carried. 

Rev. F. T. JoHNnson rose to propose a vote of 
thanks to all who had assisted during the year, to 
the Rev. G. A. Bunbury and A. D, Stewart for 
undertaking services, to the members of the 
Church Body, to the hon Treasurer Mr. R. 
Hancock and their Hon. Secretary Mr. A. Bryer 
and Mr. Peter who audited the accounts, to the 
teachers of the three Sunday schools under his 
care, to the Organist and members of the 
Cathedral Choir who he said were more than 
keen musicians, they were loyal fellow workers.— 
The motion was seconded by the BrsHor and 
carried unanimously. 

In conjunction with the organ repairs Mr. 
DENMAN FULLER said the ( hpir were about to 
give a concert, the proceeds being for this fund, 
which the meeting hoped would be well 
supported. : 


News has been received of the death at Malta 
on the 24th instant, of another old resident in 
the Far East, viz: Mr. F. von der Pfordten, 
who after thirty years’ service with the Eastern 
Extension Telegraph Company, mostly in Java 
and latterly as District Manager in Hongkong, 


etired six years ago. His many friends will | 
remember his wonderfully kind nature | 


r 
always 
which endeared him to al whe knew him inti- 
mately, and they will sincerely sympathise with 
the widow and family. in their gad loss. 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
THE CHINA ASSUCIATION, 


———_——>—o—___—_ 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HONGKONG 
BRANCH. 


_ The annual report of the Hongkong Branch 
of the China Association is as follows :— 

Gentlemen,—During the past year the atten- 
tion of your Committee has been engaged upon 
a Variety of subjects bearing upon British in- 
steresta in China, and, whenever the circum- 
tances have seemed to warrant it, representa- 
tions have been made in the usual manner by 
telegram or letter to the London Branch or 
by letter to the Colonial Government. 

RRITISH POST OFFICE IN TIENTSIN. 

Tie first matter thus dealt with was an appeal 
from the Tientsin Branch in support of the 
efforts which they were making to retain the 
services of the British Post Office in that con- 
cession. Both Shanghai and Hongkong joined 
Tientsin in impressing upon the London Branch 
the importance of keeping the Office open, and 
the result of the Association's intervention: in 
this particular case was, as you are aware, the | 
institution of a new arrangement postponing 
the threatened closure for a period of one year. 
At the end of that time the problem thus tem- 
porarily disposed of will recur, when it is hoped 
that there will be found some more lasting 
method of solving it to the satisfacton of the 
Tientsin community. 

YARN LOTTERY TICKETS. 

The next occasion upon which it appeared that 
representation might usefully be made was pro- 
vided by the introduction of lottery tickets as an 
incentive tothe purchase of certain kinds of 
Japanese yarn. In a letter addressed to the 
London Branch on the 26th March, we directed 
attention to “the attraction thus held out to 
ignorant and thoughtless buyers, and even to 
those who, among the : hinese, are neither the 
one nor the other. Even in the case of the 
better class (hinese buyer national idiosyncra- 
cies must be reckoned with as rendering him 
peculiarly liable to be led away by a sedactive 
appeal to chance, superimposed upon an other-— 
wise comparatively dull bargain. The hope of 
securing a first prize of as much as 80 bales 
of the commodity could hardly fail to prejudice 
him in favour of buying a bundle of Osaka 
yarn rather than a Bombay bundle which offers 
no such alluring possibilities. ; 

“The Bombay yarn trade is, of course. the 
interest more immediately and directly threa- 
tened, but, over and above consideration arising 
out of the importance of protecting that, 
there appears the larger possibility of 
an extension of this gambling principle 
into other branches of commerce, and British 
merchants, debarred by law from competing on 
such terms, have every reason to fear an innova- 
tion which contains a real danger to reputable 
trade.” The contention was set up that 
“though possibly no ground for formal objection 
exists, the matter may not improperly be made 
the subject of informal - protest and friendly 
diplomatic remonstrance.” 

It is a source of satisfaction to all well wishers 
to Japan that the ephemeral advantage thus 
sought after. by certain manufacturers, has 
apparently been abandoned in deference to con- 
siderations of a higher order urged upon them 
by widespread public opinion. 

THE “TATSU MARU” INCIDENT. 

Following hard upon, and completely over- 
shadowing, the interest createi locally by this 
disturhing development in competitive methods 
came the Tatsu Maru incident, The disastrous 
results of that incident were not clearly foreseen 
at the outset, but the correspondence which 
passed between this and the London Branch 
wouldshow that your Committee were alive to the 
situation, and at least apprehended the dangers 
inherent in it. The worst of these having passed. 
away, no useful purpose would now be served by 
the publication of that correspondence, but 
members may rest asgured of the close attention 
paid to the subjecf both in its local and in its 
larger aspect. 
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TRADE MARKS. 

‘nother subject. frequently discussed and 
written about was! thé growing menace to the 
prospects of British commerce in the Far East 
from the imitation of trade marks. The whole 
j question of the proper protection of trade marks 

has occupied alarge space in the work of the year, 
but as the correspendence between the London 


i 


i i res, 
Branch and the Foreign Office,-and. between. the. 
local] Branch and the Colonial Government;- has; - 
been! invariably confidential, it-can.find-no:place> 
in this report. The results-have, however;-been: 
satisfactory in so far as that many doubtful © 
points have been cleared’ up;.and evidence: has: ~~ 
been shown of an earnest desire, on the part-of- 
all British Officials concerned, to safeguard, - in- 
every way in their power, the interests of the 
mercantile community. - : at 
CANTON-HANKOW RAILWAY. ne 
It need hardly be said that the question of: 
railways in China has been contiunally in-the- 
minds of the members of your Committee. Very  - 
littls correspondence has, however, passed:con< — 
cerning it, as the larger question more imme-. 
diately affecting theinterests of the (olony—the. : 
progress of the Canton-Hankow line—hasnot' - _ 
coed into any such practicable shape-as'to 
renfer representation of any avail. Recent. 
events indicate that the Chinese Authorities 
are; coming to realise the inadvisability. of:- 
waiting until China possesses the capital 
and engineering skill requisite for the | 
building of the northern section, -and it 
is to be hoped that the existing rumours of a 
Dare loan, to be devoted to that purpose, : will 


prdve true. 
he work of construction on the Kwangtang: 
section has been watched withinterest. Itisplea- . 
sant to chronicle a great improvement’ during 
thé year in the rate of progress, but itis at least 
doubtful ~-hether development is proceeding 
along lines best suited: to the ultimate require- 
mants of a great trunk railway. There is-. 
danger lest the claims of the future should be 
made subservient to a shortsighted: anxiety to 
secure immediate returns. 
KOWLOON-CANTON RAILWAY, 
As regards the Chinese section of . the 
Kowloon-Canton line we have had to remark 
upon the slowness of the progress made and the 
difficulties which seemed to beset the acquisition 
of| the requisite land. These difficulties con- 
trast unfavourably with the easy manner in 
which Mr. lementi succeeded in purchasing 
for the Colonial Government the land required 
for the British section, of the line, and it is 
significant that not only was he able to buy 
mbre expeditiously but cheaper, and without in 
any way causing trouble among the villa- 
gers. The Chinese Officials entrusted with 
&@ similar task on thé other side of the. 
frontier are reported. to have met with - 
opposition, from which it is reasonable to 
conclude either that they are not paying their _ 
way with that promptitude which placated the 
land-owners of New Territory, or that the 
réquisite authority from the Viceroy has been 
withheld. But though we have had to deplore . - 
slaw progress there seemed no way open to us - 
by which we could assist in accelerating it, and 
only with reference to certain practical difficul- 
ties, displaying some of the inconveniences 
of Chinese control over the Engineer-in-Chief., 
we on one occasion to request the: 
assistance of the London Branch. ‘Yhe matter: 
at issue was ultimately settled in a satisfacto 
manner and we have not sinc, heard of any — 
similar attempts, on the part of a set of men 
ho are inevitably ill-informed, to adt in direct. 
efiance of qualified advice. ona: 
' SUBSIDIARY COIN. : 
‘Upon the subject of the difficulties 
reated for this Colony by the orratic-~ 
anagement of the Canton Mint  repre- 
ntations have again been made. Writing 
to the London Branch in April we said:—“It . 
will be within your recollection that, some 
two years ago, in consequence of an excessive 
issue of subsidiary coin by the ‘ anton Mint 
uthorities that ‘commodity’ fell to 104 per 
cent discount, dragging down in its descent, 
almost to the same level, Hongkong 10 cent 
pieces. It does not pay to issue it at a. higher 
iscount, and the end of the immediate :advan- 
ages of a reckless policy thus appearing in 
ight the authors of it were brought to realise 
the attendant evils, with the result ‘that : they 
accepted good advice, previously offered in-vain, 
and arrested the pace of the output. Thoy.even - - 
went so far as to promise Sir Matthew Nathan to 
stop the issue altogether for three months. 
Whether this promise was kept is questionable. . 
ut theze is no doubt that for some considerable,,. - 
time the output was reduced. Pe eee 
“The Mint Authorities: continued this self-*- . 
enying policy until by degrees..:the - discount 
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had fallen as low as 44 -per cent. Then 
apparently the temptation to seize the profit 

us held ont became irresistible, and little b 
little the paces of the output was increased. 

“In consequence the discount has been 
steadily rising until now it has reached 84 
per cent. and the question threatens to become 
again acute. 

“In discussing the question the local press 


_Yightly indicates the radical cure~for this 


recurring evil, namely, the fulfilment of the 
clause in the Mackay treaty by which China 
undertook to establish an uniform currency. 
“Until that reform shall have been accomp- 
lished the existing temptation to the Provincial 
Mints of making a profitable business out of 
coining will prove too much for their powers of 


ce... 

“TJ have to add that informal representations 
made by the Governor of Hongkong to the 
Viceroy of Canton, and also, I believe by the 
Minister at his recent interview, elicited an 
equally informal undertaking that the Mint 
Authorities will be restrained.” 

Judging by the result, and noting the fall in 
the discount as the year drew towards its close, 


it would appear that the Mint Authorities have 


been exercising some discretion, but it is not 
possible yet to feel any security against a recru- 
descence of their former policy. 

HONGKONG OPIUM REVENUE 

The serious question raised for this Colony by 
the inconsiderate action of His M jesty’s Minis- 
ters, in suddenly announcing an early intention 
of closing the opium houses, seemed to the 
members of your Committee to call for prompt 
representation, and at once the following 
telegram was despatched to the Home Branch. 
- “Press telegrams state British Government 

announced in House of ‘ ommons intention 

issue immediately order Hongkong Govern- 
ment close opiugn houses forthwith. This 
would impose considerable financial hardship 
as owing to opium farmer's contract does not 
expire until February, 1910, it would ap- 
parently involve payment large compensation | 
in addition to prospective loss revenue. 
Unfair dislocate Colony’s finance so suddenl,. 
Urge you represent need proceeding less 
ically, Time required gradual _ re- 
adjustment burden taxation.” : 

By letter the: olony’s view of the case was 
strongly urged upon.the London Committee and 
the replies received showed that we could confid- 
ently count upon ready sympathy and active sup- 
port, The details of the subsequent development 
of this affair are,-in the main, too well known 
for recapitulation, but it may interest mem- 
bers to learn the nature of the suggestions 
made from here in response to a request 
made by the London Chairman for an opinion 
upon a plan of gradual reduction whereby the 
burden of taxation would be eventually readjusted 
without any violent dislocation of the Colony's 
finances. The underlying idea of this plan was 
that instead of closing the opium houses 
the number of chests drawable yearly by 
the Farmer should be steadily reduced. 
The details were worked out upon the 
figures for the past three years and com- 
menting upon this we wrote as follows :— 

- “The number of chesta actually drawn by 

the Farmer during the last three yeare is 

exceptionally low. . . .. . 
’ These years have been bad years in every 

respect and the period is too short to give a 
fair average. The average for the last 10 
years is slightly over 1000. ; 

“Tn view of this figure it is, in the opinion 
oe aa Committee, justifiable to recommend 


:- . “(1) The divans be not interfered with during 


ah -- the period of the present farm, but that the 


number of chests drawable be reduced from 
1,800 to 1,200 per annum.” 

“(2) That in the new contract, to be made 
in 1910, the number be reduced to 900 chests 
perannum.” - . 

“(3) That in 1913 a scheme of annual 
reduction be adopted, the details of which 
shall depend upon the progress of ( hina's 
efforta to eradicate poppy cultivation.” 

_ We have not heard whether these suggestions 
recommended themselves to the London Com- 
mnittee, but we trust that they will receive the 
approval of members. 

' OPIUM MONOPOLIES. 
Another development of the opium question 


. Which necessitated, our taking action, arose when 


| the 


the Provincial Authorities at Canton made an 
attempt, to establish a monopoly. The case was 
on all fours with that successfully fought 
against the Nanking Viceroy last year. On 
being put in possession of the facts we at once 
wired to London as follows:— 

Kwangtung authorities issued notification 
“placing restrictions upon sale opium calcul- 
“ated create. monopoly; seriously threatens 
“British. Indian trade; beg you represent 
“agreement reduction Indian trade; does not 

. “alter existing treaty obligations governing 

“conditions sale.” | : 5 

The promptness and energy displayed by the 
British Consul-General in Canton sufficed to 
stay the Viceroy's hand, and the restrictions 
complained of were withdrawn. 

But, although it was “understood that their 
withdrawal applied to the whole of the Kwang- 
tung Province, no long time elapsed before the 
discovery was made that they had not been 
rescinded in the Swatow district, and that steps 
were being taken to carry them into force. 

An account of these proceedings, with which 
we were furnished, was passed on to the London 
Branch by letter, but again through the activity 
and firmness of the ‘ onsul-General at Canton 
the situation was straightened out before it had 
time to develop any awkward features. 

THE BANISHMENT ORDERS. 

A situation in which the Colony was more 
immediately and vitally concerned arose out of a 
late development of the Japanese boycott when, 
on suspicion of being prominent in encour- 
aging the ill-feeling which ultimately led to riot 
and disorder, a number of Chinese residents 
were served with notices of banishment. The 
number of those who had not disguised their 
sympathies in this matter being considerable, 
great uneasiness prevailed throughout the 


Chinese Community, and feeling at one time 


ran so high that your Committee felt-justified in 
appealing to the Colonial Government to relieve 
it. The reception of our communications led 
to believe that our action was recognised as 
being prompted solely by an earnest desire to 
serve, the public interest and we had reason sub- 
sequently to think that it was not inopportune. 
RELATIONS WITH OFFICIALS 

In this as in all other matters in which we 
have had to deal with the Colonial Govern- 
ment—and have had considerable  correspon- 
dence, mainly relating to The Registration of 
Trade Marks. and the proposed Trade Marks 
cohvention with Japan—the attitude of the 
Secretariat has been consistently courteous and 
helpful. 

And it is not only with the Officials of the 
Colonial Government: that we have sought to 
maintain good relations. Your Committee were 
privileged to entertain privately His Britannic 
Majesty's Minister to Peking on the occasion 
of his visit to the Colony in April, when he 
avowed himeelf at all times anxious to hear the 
views of the mercantile community. 

Similar assurances on behalf of the General 
Committee were given to us by the Associa- 


tion's President, Mr. J. H. Scott, whom also we’ 


had the pleasure of entertaining recently—H. 
E. the Governor honouring the occasion by his 
presence. The President stated that the 
views advanced by each Branch invariably 
received the most earnest and careful atten- 
tion of those who conduct the business. of 
Association at home, and begged us 
to believe that in communicating the opinions 
of the British Merchantile Community of Hong- 
kong we were always certain of gaining an 
interested and sympathetic hearing. 
THE RETIRING COMMITTEE. 

The members of the retiring Committee 
are :— 

Mr. D. R. Law, Mr. H. EH. Tomkins, Mr. C. 
H. Ross, Mr. J. W. C. Bonnar, Mr. W. G. 


Humphreys, Hon. Mr. H. W. Slade, Mr. E. G.° 


Barrett, Mr. H. R. B. Hancock, Mr. A. 8S. D. 
Cousland (Hon. Seeretary), and 
. M. Stewart, 
( hairman. 


Bangkok newspapers report the death of Mr. 
C. J. Kaylor, the leader of the local Bar, at the 
early ageof 44. Mr. Naylor had been practising 
at Bangkok for nearly 15 years, and His Hon- 


our Judge Skinner Turner, ina public reference 
in the British Court for Siam, described Mr. 
Naylor's death as a great loss to the administra- 


tion of Justice in Siam. 


Onin Investigating Committee leads me to 


INI ERNATIONL OPIUM.COMMISSION:: —_. 

The following list, supplied by Dr. Hamilton - 
Wright of the American Opium Commission;~ 
contains the names of the Commissoners-to the 
International Opium Commission. The nameg. 
of the representatives of Persia and Turkey have — 
not yet been received :— : ee 

United States of America—(Convenors. of — - 
the Commission).—Bishop Brent, Dr. Hamilton. 
Wright and Dr. C. D. Tenney. aE as 

China.—H. E. Tuan Fang, (High Commis- 
sioner), Taotai Lew Yuk-lin, Mr. Tong’ Kai-son - 
and Dr. Hsu Wah-ching (Commissioners), H.E. 
Jui Cheng and H. H. Tsai Nai-huang (Special 
Commissioners), Messrs. F. A Carl, J. L. 
Chalmers and Wu Pao-yen (Associate Com- 
missioners). , 


France—MM. L. O. Ratard, Brenier and 
Cornillon. : ; : 

Germany—Dr. JRaessler: and Dr. G. 
Pernizsch. 


Great Britain—Sir Cecil Clementi-Smith, 
Sir Alexander Hosie, Messrs. Mackenzie King, 
James Bennett Brunyate, R. Laidlaw, m.P., and 
C. Clementi, Assessor. 

Japan—H. E, Tsuneziro Miyaoka, Dr. R. 
Tahara and Dr. T: Takagi. : 

The Netherlands—Mijnheer A. A. de Jong: 
and Mijnheer W. G. van Wettuth. ee 

Portugal.—Senhor ('. G. Potier and Com- . 
mendador G. A. R. d’ Assump¢ao. 

-Russia.—Mr. C. Kleimenow. 

Siam.—Phya Sakdi Seni, Luang Visuta Kosa 
and Hhra Manas Manit. | 


The following letter is of interest as throwing 
Vight on the origin of the International Opium 
Commission which assembles on February 1. 

Bishop’s House, 
Manila, P. I., July 24, 1906. 

My dear Mr. Prxstpent,—I, am going to 
make bold to suggest that which! I’ venture to 
think might be fruitful of great-good if you-can 
see your way to initiate the movement. It is 
this: recently, ag of course you aré’ aware, the 
question of England’s share in the opium traffic 
has been re-opened in official circles in the Old 
Country. My experience on the Philippine 


upeiin Co a ae 


eve that the problem is of sufficient merit to _ 
warrant an endeavour to secure international 
action. From the earliest days of our 
diplomatic relations with the East, the course of 
‘the United States of America has been so mani- 
festly high in relation to the traffic in opium, 
that it; seems to me almost our duty, now that 
wo have the responsibility of actually handling 
the matter ‘in our own possessions, to promote 
some movement that would gather in ‘its 
embrace representatives from all. countries 
where the traffic in and use of, opium is a matter 
of moment. 

Why could we not hope to have an investiga- 
tion on the basis of science as well as of practical 
observation of actual conditions, in which 
England, France. Holland, China and Japan 
should take part with ourselves? The sole hope 
for the Chinese is, in concerted action. As 6 
side issue, but as a consideration that in my 
mind would enhance the value of the movement, 
it would tend to unify in some measure nations _ 
that are Oriental either by nature or through 
the possessions of dependencies in the Orient. 
Nothiny tends to promote peace more than a- 
common aim. ae 

T shall not enlarge on the matter, as I feel 
that your mind will grasp the situation af once, 
and will see all that I have in my mind, as well: 
as considerations that have not occurred to me. 
I would add that I have partially ‘prepared 6 
paper on Opium Legislation in the Hast in 
which it is my re as to incorporate the sub-  - 
stance of this letter. As Iam trying to work - - 
on this subject with accuracy and care, it may 
be some months before it. sees the light, but itis 
destined for an American periodical. — Ph 

With high esteem, I remain 

Yours very faithfully. 
- (Signed) .H. Brent. . 
Bishop of the Philippine Islands. 
The President, ; a 
The White House, ss 
Washington D.C. Sk 
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ev tage gata fig tee MALLOY OS 


H.E!Shum, formerly Viceroy of Canton, has 


been summoned by the Regent to Peking to” 
‘take up an important post in the Government. | a 
a : * oe St 


‘Hebinaiy iadap 


COMPANY REPORTS, 


HONGKONG LAND INVESTMENT 
“3 & AGENCY COMPANY. 


The twenticth report of the Boardsof Direo- 
tors to the ordinary meeting of shareholders 
to be held at the Company's Offices, Victoria 
nee on Thursday, the 28th January, 

Gentlemen,—The Directorshave now to submit 
to you general statement of the affairs of the 
Company, and balance aheot for the year ending 
31st December, 1908. 

The net profits for that period, including 

_ $36,915.47 balance brought forward from last 
acoount, after paying all charges, amount to 
$384,975.12. rom this amount an interim 
dividend of 83.50 per share has already been 
paid. Itis now proposed to pay 2 final divid- 
end of $3.50 por share, and after writing off 
Directors’ and Auditor's fees there remains 
a balance of $26,475.12 to be carried forward to 
the credit of a new profit and loss account. 

: s DIRECTORS. 

Megsrs, A. Fuchs and A. J. Raymond having 
resigned, Moesars. C. G. R. Broiseen and C. 
8. Gubbay were invited to join the Board in 
their places and these appointments now require 
co tion. 

Mr. C. GR. Brodersen having died, Mr. H. 
A. Siebs has been invited to fill the vacancy, 
and his appointment now requires confirmation. 

Messrs. H.P. White and H. A. Siehs now 


retire-by rotation, but offer themselves for.re- 
election. 


; , AUDITORS. 
The accounts have been audited by Messrs. 
J. Cox-Edwards and H. Percy Smith, who now 
retire, but offer themselves for election. 
W. J. GRESSON, 
‘Chairman, 


Hongkong, 12th January, 1909. 
Balance Sheet 31st December, 1908 


LIABILITIES, 
Capital oc. 85,000,000.00 
Equalization of dividend fund 250,000.00 
Accounts perce Maisiovamevertattaned 1,632,036.18 
Balance of profit and 
loss account ......,.. $384.975.12 
Less interim dividend 
POI ici rcieterveccderas 175,000 .00 
7 —_ 209,975.12 
; $7,092,011.30 
ASSETS. 
BSI Fig va vsesitedptaleosnas ele mre: $ 5,846.73 
Amount advanced on mortgage ~ 945,950.00 
Amount invested in property ... 6,087,956.19 
Furniture Account...........0...... 4,277.92 
Accounts Receivable... 47,980.46 
$7,092,011.30 


PROFIT AND LOS88 ACCOUNT. 
for the year ending 31st December, 1908. 


Cc. 
: To interim dividend of 34 per cent. 
for the half-year 0... 175,000.00 
To charges account ..................... 28,918.29 
“To repairs to house property ......... 35,104.70 
v To advertising 00... 884.85 
To fire insurance 2... 20,372.58 
To legal expenses ow... 901.79 
To interest on loans 
payable ............, oe 98,179,27 
To-less interest on mort- 
BBGES i, 82,386.64 
15,792.63 
To ‘balance to be appropriated as follows : 
To directors’ fees ......... 900,00 - 
. To auditors’ fees 1,800.00 


JOR ic cevecee ces saad «.175,000.00 
To balance to be carried 


to newaccount ... .. 26,475.12 
———— .209,975.12 


$ 486,949.96 
3 


M : c. 
By: undivided profits 1907 ........... 56,915.47 
BYTOM esses cecsesecccceerce 440.574.54 
By-commission 200, 9,332.95 

sup. en 127.00 


$ | * 

CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 

HONGKONG LAND’ RECLAMATION 
CO., LTD. 


_ The seventh report of the board of directors 
to the ordinary meeting of shareholders to be 
held at the Company Offices, Victoria Buildings, 
at 11.15'a.m.,on Thursday, the 28th January, 
is as follows :— 

Gentlemen,—The Directors have now to sub- 
mit to you a general statement of the affairs of 
the company, and balance sheet for the year 
ending 31st December, 1908, 

The net profits for the year, including 
$287,410.99 brought forward from last account 
after paying all charges amount to $287,825.23. 
It is now proposed to pay a Dividend of 7 per 
cent. on the paid up capital after providing for 
which and writing off Directors’ and Auditors’ 
fees there remains a balance of $217.100.23 to be 
carried to credit of a new 
aecount, 


DIRECTORS. 
Mr. A. J, Raymond having resigned, Mr. C. 8. 


appointment now requirés confirmation. 
Messrs. E. Shellim and C. §. Gubbay, now 
retire, but offer themselves for re-election. 
AUDITORS, ‘ 
The accounts have been audited by Messrs. 
W. H. Potts and A. Q'D. Gourdin, who now 
retire, and are recommenied for re-election. 
‘| W. J. Gresson, 
; : Chairman, « 
Hongkong, 14th Jan 1909. 1 
Balance Sheet, December 31st, 1908 —) 


LIABILITIES. 8 c. 
Capital—25,000 shares at/$100 each | 
==$2,500,000 of which are issued | 
12,500 shares at $100 each —' 
$1,250,000 $75 per share paid up, 937,500.00 
Loans Payable,.. ... ... .. ... 362,250.00 
Accounts Payable, ... .. ... _. 1,946,35 
Balance of Profit and Loss A/c., ... 287,825.23 
$1,589,521.58 
ASSETS, | $c. 
o. | rr a 4,885.34 
Amount invested in mortgages 277,486.08 
Amount invested in property... ... 1,291,172.98 
iture... 2... is 658.33 
Accounts Receivable 15,318.85 
§1,589,521.58 
PROFIT AND LO88 ACCOUNT, 
Dr. $c. 
To Charge Account... 7,631.90 
», Repairs to Property .............. 594.80 
» rown Rent Account........... 1,894.00 
1» Government Rates Account ...... 446.16 
» Fire‘Insurance Account ......... 487.75 
» Balance to be appropriated as follows:— 
Directors’ Fees, ...... $ 5,000.00 
Anditors’ Fees,. ........, 100.00 
Dividend of 7 per cent. 
for the year .............. . 65,625.00 
Balance to be carried to — 
New Afe. 000.0000... 217,100.23 
— 287,825.23 
8 298,879.03 
Cr. 8 ic. 
By Balance from 1907 287,410.99 
By Interest ve 5.798.45 
By Rents... ... 5,663.59 
By &crip Fees ... 6.00 


$298,879,03 


Oe ee ee 


WEST POINT BUILDING COMPANY. 


The twentieth report of the general agents 
to the ordinary meeting of shareholders to be 
held at the company's offices, Victoria Buildings, 
on Thursday, the 28tn January, states :— 

Gentlemen,—The General Agents now sub- 
mit to you a statement of the affairs of the 
Company, and balance sheet for the year 
ending 31st December, 1908. } 

The net profits for the year, ‘including the 
amount brought forward from the previous 
year, amount to $52,518.15. From this amount 
an interim dividend of $2.00 per sharo has 
already been paid, and after writing off. Direc- 

* , i 


profit and loss- 


Gubbay, was invited to join the Board and this | 


. tors’ and Anditor's fees, it'is now. prop ‘to: 
pay 4 final dividend of $2.00.per share, making“. 
a total dividend for the twelve months of $4. 
per|share, and to carry forward the balance-:of 
$1,968.15 to credit of a new profit and :loas 

account. , a ae 

: DIEBECTORS. a 

Hon. Mr. H. Keswick, Mesars: A.J. Raymond . : 

and A. G. Wood, havi retired, Hon. Mr —; 

W.J. Gresson, Messrs, C. . Gubbay and J. W.. 

C. Bonnar have been appointed in their stead,, 

andithese appointments now require. confirmation.. 

Hon. Mr. W. J. Gresson and Mr. C..8. Gubby 

now retire by rotation, but offer themselves: for 
re-election. j ae es 
. . AUDIT, te, Ate OS, 

he accounts have been audited by Mr. J. 

Cox-Edwards, who offers himself for re-election. 

A. SHELTON HOOPER, woe, 

” Secretary to the Hongkong Land 

Investment & Agency Co.,"Ld.,: 

General Agents for the West Point Building - 

Co., Ld. x : 

Hongkong 12th January, 1909. 


Balance Sheet 31st December, 1908. 


LIABILITIES, ; 

Capital ooo eeeccccceees eae $625,000.00 
Accounts payable... ccccecee 902.63 

alancé of profit and 

. logs account ..,.,..., $52,518.15 

Less| interim dividend 

paid cence eeseeeeeeeeene $25,000.00 
i ; 27,518.15 
$653,420.78 
: ASSETS , : 
Cost of property ooo... .ilicseccscceceeee 614,801.81 | 
CRD se ete lana Gaus hears 38,618.97 
$653,420.78 

& PROFIT AND LO88 ACCOUNT. : 

Yr. ‘ ‘ 
Yo fire insurance ..o..ee sc cccseseceesess $3,522.75 
OCHA R BR cs Geusiesdyerteserieanli cc 1516.44 
To crown rent .....: ee ne secahs 818.00 
To repairs to buildings .............0.... 2,420.54 
To commission tojagents ............... 1683. 


To interim dividend of $2.00 es 25,000; 
appropriated as 
ollows:— | 
- Directors’ fees :....5..... 


Anditor’s fees ............ 50.00. : 
Dividend of $2 per share25,000.00 
Balance to be carried to 
new account ............ 1,968.15 , 
. —_———— 27,518.15 
$62,078.88 
Cr. : Do 
By balance brought forward ......... % 1,541.31 - 
By rent ............ sso tanentd Seta vanaate 000.00 
By interest oo... ccecsccecceterseas 520.57 «. 
By sorip fees o.oo... eeecessccceseee 17,00 
$62,078.88 
HONGKONG CANTON AND MACAO 


STEAMBOAT COMPANY. 


The report of the Board of Directors to the | 
ordinary half-yearly meeting of shareholders to - 
be held on Tuesday, the 9th February, is as- 
follows :— ; - 

The Directors beg to submit to the share- 
holders the report and statement of accounts 
for the half-year ending 3ist December last. - 

After paying running expenses, salaries, premia. 

of insurance, repairs and all other charges, thero- 
remains, including $17,755.84, brought forward - 
from last account, the sum of $185,279.30. at- 
credit of profit and loss account. From ‘this. -. 
amount the Directors recommend that a dividend. . 
for the half-year of One dollar and: twenty-five: 
cents per share or $100,000 be paid to shareholders,. 
$20,000 be written off book value .of steamers, 
$5,000 written off book value of whatves-and | . 
properties, $20,000 be transferred to ‘depreciation ye 
and insurance fund, $20,000 ito:account of special. : . 
repairs fund, leaving a balance cf $20,279.30 
be carried forward to new account. =" 
_ Two new tail-shafts and: ..propellers: 
been constructed ‘forthe steamer -Heun 
and fitted at her recent docking, - 
(spare paddle-shaft ordered! from:-En 


the steamer’ Honan, | The usual 


rH 


survey and overhaul of the steamers Kinshan, 
Sui An and Sui Tai have been effected during 
ord half-year and the fleet is in -good running 
order. 

: On the 14th July last, Mr. H. E. Tomkins: 
: resumed his former seat on the Board. Mr. C 
2 Thiel resigned his seat, in consequence ie his 
- . departure from the Colony, and Mr. R. Fuhr 
mann was nominated by the Directors to fill 
the vacant seat. The regretable death of Mr. (’. 
Brodersen on the 4th of October last, created a 
vacancy on the Board and Mr. H. A. Siebs has 
been nominated by the Directors in his place. 
These nominations are subject to confirmation 
by the shareholders at this meeting. 

The retiring auditors, Messrs. A. O'D. Gour- 
din and W. Hutton Potts, offer themselves for 


re-election. 
R. SHEWAN, 
, ” Chairman. 
, . Hongkong, 26th January, 1909. 
| LIABILITIES. 
Amount of C apital, 80,000 Shares 
of $15 each fully paid up ...__...81,200,000.00 
Amount at Credit of Depreciation 


jf and Insurance Fund | 587,500.00 
Amount at Credit of Equalization 
of Dvidend aFund _.... 250,000.00 
Amount at Credit of Investment 
Fluctuation Fund. 79,428.85 
Amount: at (redit of Special 
Repairs Fund oe na 5,344.81 
Unclaimed Dividends 4,724.75 
Sundry Creditors = 57,996.85 
Bills Payable ... 45,497.47 
ae reseirg at Credit of Profit aa 
Loss A/c... ... . '..: 185,279.30 
| ee 
$2,395,772.03 
Be ASSETS. . 
Value of Steamers Honam, Heung- ° 
shan, Sui-An, Sut-Taz and Hoi 
Sang and gths of Kinshan and 
irdof Sainam, Nanning, Lintan, 
| and Sanu ... _ $1,082,638. 42 
| Value of Lighters Sunlee and ‘ 
! Wolee . * 8,000.00 
Vane ot as Hulks and 
144,744.26 
Value Of | Properties at Canton, 
Kongkun and Wuchow 128,796.77 
. Valtie of Spare Gear and Stores. 22,152.09 
Value of Furniture 1,000.00 
eee is Shares in Public ‘Com- 
. 575,132.00 
Value of Chinese Bonds | 693.18 
Loans on Mortgage 322,000.00 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking 
Corporation, Current Account 25,268.10 
Interest accrued 824.26 
Sundry Debtors . 28,535.68 
_ Bills Receivable cay > Aotes Sue 48,908.40 
Marine and Fire Insurance 
Premia paid on account of 1909 9,078.87 
$2,595,772.05 


ERORIT AND ad ACCOUNT. 


To Amount paid for copaiee to 


steamers... $20,144.18 
To Amonnt paid for ‘repairs to 
steamers A/c typhoon damage... 2,284.39 
-To Amount paid for repairs to ; 
Company's Hongkong Wharf 
A/c typhoon damage 7,422.79 
'™o Directors and ‘Kuditors' ‘Fees 4,750.00 


Balance to be appropriated, viz. :— 
To Dividend of $1.25 
per share on me 000 
shares 


To cover’ depreciation on investments 
To be written off book (amounting to $22,150.00) and other contingen- 
; value of Steamers... 20,000.00 cies, $30,000,00 has been withdrawn from the 
‘Yo be written off book reserve fund which will now stand at 
: value of Properties $100,000.00. 
and Wharves... ... 5,000.00 Suewan Tomes & Co. 
To be carried to De- General Managers. 
preciation and In- Hongkong 29th January 1909. 
surance Fund .. 20,000.00 
"Do ‘bo ‘carried forward - : 
cy a otal Hepat 20,000.00 PROFIT AND LOSS f 
a eens es Consilting committee's fees .. $4,000. 
-to New Account, * 20,279.30 : Auditors’ fees ... . 200: 
ae jaa * 185,279.30 | Charges... . 0,925.22 
‘ ____. | Depreciation on, Goes furniture 
; $219,880.66 mia ony 54815 
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Cr. 
By amount ibaa forward from 
last. account. . i 


By net earnings 1 of steamers... 167,001.34 
By interest on investments... 35,042.98 
By transfer fees 5 80.50 

$219,880.66 


AND INSURANCE FUND. 


DEPRECIATION 
; Dr. 
To Balance . $587,500.00 
$587,500.00 
Cr. 
By Amountat Credit... $575,000.00 
By Amount brought forward from 
Profit and Loss Account for 5 
Half Year enue 50th June, 
1908... 0... a 12,500.00 
St 587,500.00 
EQUALIZATION OF DIVIDEND FUND. 
Dr. 
To Balance &250,000.00 
$250,000.00 
Cr. 
By Amount at Credit ... $250,000.00 
$250,000.00 


SPECIAL REPAIRS FUND. 
Dr. 


<lo sundry disbursements $12,310.88 
"To balance 5,544.81 
$17,655. 69 
Cr. 
By amount ateredit .. $7,655.69 
By amount brought forward from 
profit and loss account for half é 
year ending 350th June, 1908 ... 10,000.00 
$17,655.69 
CHINA PROVIDENT IOAN AND 


MORTGAGE COMPA LIMITED. 


The report for presentation tothe shareholders 


at the twelfth ordinary general meeting to be held ! 


on Saturday, next is as follows i— 

Annexed we have the pleasure to lay before 
shareholders a statement of accounts made up to 
3ist December 1908. 

The gross earnings fur the past year amount 
to $190,223.18 and after deducting all expenses. 
remuneration to General Managers, Consulting 
Committee's and Auditors’ fees, there remains a 
balance of $113,407.68 which it is recommended 
be appropriated as follows, viz. :— 

To place to reserve fund ... 

To pay a dividend of 80 cents 

per share... cer, 

To carry forward to the credit. 

of next year's account... ... 83,407.68 

Consulting Committee—In accordance with, 
the Articles of Association, Messrs. J. S. Van 
Buren, ‘ how Hing Kee, Dr. J. W. Noble, H 
P. White and U Poi On retire, but offer them- 
selves for re-election. 

Audittors.—The accounts have been audited 
by Messrs. A, O'D. Gourdin and W. H. Potts, 


who are recommended for re-election. 


$10,000.00 
$100,000.00 


for the year, 1908 


$17,755.84 | Balance 


$ 1,805, 708.74 

| Loans on prover , 

system “ 519,527.09 é 
Loans on mortga gages 3 
shares, Kc. .. 674, 955.31 a 
_ #1; 194,482.40 i 
\Investment | of reserve q 
fund §,800 shares ‘ 
Green Island Ce- ; 
* ment Col, Lt. at $10, $88,000.00 E 


——— 
ci peace, 


_ treba 3, 16 0. 


Written off to doubtfal de sand - 


cadens ® account 30,000.00 
ie. ae . 113,407.68 
| $ 155,446.05 
ae coomied forward from last = - 
$3,593.29 ; 
Titers received, storages, | rents, - y 
eto. spe snae* weds Ey 592. 18 y Pie 8 
Less interert paid, com- 28 ere 
mission, Ke. ... 68,370.42 hace F 
- ——ee= 110,221.76 . : 
Transfer fees ... 11.00 . # 
Investment income account | 11,620.00 i 
Amount transferred from reserve .  § 
‘fund to meet contingencies a 5 
and depreciation on shares * 30,000:00 i 
$ 155,446.05 ET 
BALANCE SHEET. 7 
Authorised capital—200,000. ‘shares : 
at $10$2,000,000 issued as per sya 
last enor, 125,000 shares at : oi 
$10 each... - 250,900.00 : 
Reserve fund .. 90,000,00 i 
Sundry creditors 352,301.06 t 


Balance of profit and loss as 113,407. 68 


shy cransv 


250 China] Light and 
Power Company Ld. 
Debentures at $100 25,000.00 


canst eosieten, 


113,000.00 
sa yy at West Point 
(Po On Godowns ? , F 
and other property)$854,250.00 és ny 
Since expended ... 4.. 1,785.86 go: Sr) i 
$856,055.86 
Less on mortgage ... 450,000.00 406,035.86 
4,500 shares. China . eS 
_ Lightand Power Co., a: 
“Ldat oo. $5.00 22,500.00. 
Godown furniture ... 2,51315. cas 
Less depreciation 313.15 2,000.00 - 
Proportion of premium on’ un» — 
expired policies ; 1,141.59 
sundry debtors see tee nee 60,293.74 
Cash in hand . $6055.15 
Cash at godown 200.00 hk 
6,255.15 
$1,805,708.74 


HALF ° YEARLY DIVIDENDS. 


The Directors of Humphrey's Estate and 
Finance Co., recommend a dividend of 6 - 
per cent. The net profit for the year amounts 
to $90,865.04 but with the balance brought 
forward from last account there is a sum of 
$95,486.15 available for appropriation. The 
divident recommended will absorb $90,000; and 
the balance is to be carried to new account. | 


° ~ 


Ata meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Shanghai Land Investment Co., held ‘last a) 
week, a final dividend 6f six per -cent. and-a _ 
bonus of Ts. 2 per share, was declared for the 
half-year = December 31, 1908. . 


We are officially informed that, ee to , 
audit, the Directors of the Hongkong and 
Whampoa Dock Co., Ld, will recommend at: 
the forthcoming meeting a dividend of 84==%4.: 
per share, pass $21,000, to_ special - ‘scoonmis | 
write $28,000 off + ‘osmopolitan Docks oe 
Floating Plant, and carry forward’ ” tout ve 
$384,000. 


_Pebriary 1; 1909] 
PUBLIC COMPANY MEETINGS., 


“HONGKONG LAND INVESTMENT! — 
AND AGENCY Co., LD. 


The twenty-first ordinary meeting of share- 
holders’ in this Company was held at the ( orn. 
pany’s offices, Victoria Buildings, on the 
28th ult. Hon. Mr. W. J. Gresson presided, 
and there were also present Sir Paul ‘ hater and 

_ Messrs. E. Shellim, H. P. White, C. 8. Gubbay, 

H. A. Siebs, G. Friesland (directors), A. 

Bhelton Hooper (secretary), J. A. Jupp, H. N. 
' Mody, J. M. E. Machado, F. Ellis, A. Rodger, 

H. Percy Smith, W. E.: larke and D. R. Moss. 

-* The Secrerary read the notice calling the 

meeting. : 

The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlemen, I propose, 
with your permission, to take the report and 
accounts as read. Dealing first with the balance 
sheet, I have to point out that our investments 
are practically the same as for the previous year, 
the differences being a slight increase in amount 
advanced on mortgage, some $12,000, and a 
decrease of $13,800 in our property investments. 
This decrease is due to the sale of a portion of 
the Godown property on Prays East formerly’ 
oceupied by. the Kowloon Wharf and Godown 
Company. The balance of the original lot is in 
course of conversion into dwelling houses and 
the laying out of a new street from Queen's 
Road Bast to Praya Bast. This street wil) 
_be acquired and paid for by the Government. 
This re-development of the property was, 
in the opinion of your directors, rendered 
necessary by the transfer of the godown business 
to other districts. Turning to profit and loss 
account you will observe that our net profits on 
the year’s working are $348,059.65 as against 
$364,728.05 in 1907, a decrease of $16,668.40 
brought about by the additional repairs necessi- 
tated by the typhoon of July last. Rents for 
the whole year, notwithstanding the loss of 
$12,000 which was incurred by the godowns 
which I have referred to as in the course of 
conversion, are virtually the same as last year. 
In interest and charges accounts, the slight 
differences are, I am pleased to say, on the right 
side. If any further information is desired I shall 
be pleased to offer it, before formally moving 
the adoption of the report and accounts. 

No questions being asked, the CHAIRMAN 
proposed the adoption of the report and accounts 
as presented. 

Mr. Jupp—I have much pleasure in seconding 
the motion, and I think shareholders will agree 
- that, considering the present severe depreciation 
in property and in,trade generally, we have 

. every reason to be satisfied with the results put 
before us. 

The motion on being put was carried unani- 
mously. i = 

On the motion of Mr. Macuano, seconded by 
Mr. Mopy, the confirmation of the appointment 
of Messrs. C. G. R. Brodersen, ‘ . 8. Gubbay and 
H. A. Siebs to the directorate was confirmed. 

It was proposed by Mr. Etuis that Messrs. 
H. P. White and H. A. Siebs should be elected 

directors. 

Mr. RopDGER seconded, and the motion was 
agreed to. . 

Messrs. J. Cox-Edwards and H. Percy Smith 
were re-appointed auditors on the motion of 
Captain CLARKE, seconded by Mr. Exuis. 

The CHarrmMan—Dividend warrants will be 
ready on application, gentlemen. Thank you 
very much for your attendance. 


HONGKONG LAND RECLAMATION 
, COMPANY. 


Tho eighth ordinary meeting of shareholders 
in the pa company was held on Jan.-28 atthe 
offices, Victoria Buildings. The Hon. Mr. W. 
J. Gresson presided and there were also present 
‘Sir Paul Chater, and Messrs. C. 8. Gubbay, 
(directors). J. H. Seth, H. Percy Smith, A 
Shelton Hooper A. EH. Asger, Ho Fook, Ho Kom 

‘Tong, J. C. Peter; U. H. Ross, Tio Cheung Shui, 
E. L. Hughes, and Mowbray 8. Northcote 
(secretary). ’ ; 

The Secretary having read the notice 
convening the meeting, - “A: 

’ The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlemen. Tho report 
aud.statement of accounts having been in 
your hands for the past week we may, I think, 


take them as read. The reclamation of Kowloon’ 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. — 


Marine Lot 49 has now been completed, and 
except for a final sum of some $11,500 due to 
the contractor, is paid for, leaving us in posses- 
sion of an area of 429,633 square feet over the 
; Whole lot. The completion of this work has 
absorbed such funds as we had out at interest 
over and above the amounts invested in 
mortgages, and this fact accounts mainly 
for the decrease shown on the balance 
sheet under the heading of Interest. No 
new reclamation works have been under- 
taken during the year under review, nor have. 
any sales of land been effected. We are how- 


and there were also present’ Messrs. F, Ellis. 
(director), |. Borrello, A. R. Ellis, A. 8. Hillis. ~ i - 
and A. O'D. Gourdin. wee ae 

The ( HAIRMAN, after reading the notice -- 
convening the meeting, said :—Gentlemen . - 
The report and accounts have been in your 
hands for some days, and, with your per- 
mission, they may be considered as read. -We 
are very sorry that the account is so unfavour- - 
able. The result is attributed to competition, | 
depression in trade, and mismanagement by the 
last manager. Since the middle of 1907 and the 
whole of last year every effort las been made'to 
reduce the stock. The accounts for the year 
1908 will be ready very shortly. By the time 
of the meeting to pass those: accounts -I 
think the general manager will be able to 
give you a better idea of our prospects, 
The mismanagement of our former seor 
and manager has been explained to you.before, ° 
gentlemen, so it is hardly necessary that I-should 
recapitulate, If there is any other matter that 
you require explained; I shall do my !best to 
enlighten you. Wee 

Mr. GOURDIN passed a remark inaudible to 
the Pressmen, to which the CHAIRMAN respond- 
ed—I don’t think going into details would 
benefit: anybody. 

The CHarrMan then proposed the adoption 
of the report and accounts, as presented. as 

The motion was seconded by Mr. BorEL1Lo, ~ 
and carried unanimously. 

Mr. F. ELL1s proposed the re-appointment of 
Mr. 4. O'D. Gourdin ag auditor. 

The CHAIRMAN—I have much pleasure.in ~ 
seconding the motion, and I take this op- 
portunity of expressing my appreciation of his |. 
services, and of thanking him for the great 
assistance he has given to the Board of 
Directors. ' 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN—Thank you very much for 
your attendance, gentlemen. I think we ¢ 
all hope for bright prospects in 1909. 


ever, able to maintain our dividend of seven 
per cent. from the balance brought forward 
from last account, apd after payment thereof 


STEAMSHIP PASSAGE RATES. 


The following excerpt from the speech of Sir 
Thomas Sutherland, Chairman of the P. & O.- 
Company, atthe last meeting of shareholders, 
deals with a subject of interest to many in the 
East at this season of the year :— ; 


Now, as you are aware. there is a surtax of 10. 
per cent. on Passage rates which was imposed 
about a year ago by all the principal Lines in 
the Eastern trade on account of the great rise 
in Coal and ships’ stores of nearly every kind. 
The question of removing this is ever before our 
eyes but in the present state of business I 
cannot hold out any immediate prospect of 
it being done. The temptation is perhaps | 
rather the other way, namely, to incorporate 
the surtax in the ordinary passenger tariff, 
and at the same time to help our . 
passengers who are not too well off, by a 
cheaper service than we can afford to give them 
by our mail steamers, and this, in fact, we are 
doing this very year. I have often replied to 
the criticism of certain Indian, newspapers, and 
cheap passage association in India, by pointing _ 
out that, taking intojaccount our second saloon 
fares and our return ticket system, the net. 
amount we receive is vastly short of the or-- 
dinary first class tariff, and that caloulations 
based on the latter are therefore purely 
fictitious. I have also explained that the Suez 
Canal dues in the case of Mail steamers 
are such that after allowing fully for those 
dues in the matter of coal and cargo 
capacity, the residuum deflects about £8 per head 
on every passenger carried through the « anal 
by our Mail steamers, a very heavy dedustion 
from each passenger ticket, but my explanations 
on such points are, of course, ignored by: any. 
newspapers which might consider it good policy 
to be hostile to the Company, for have they not - 
always before their eyes the terrible fact that . 
this Company has paid for several years 13 pér 
cent. on its deferred stock! “But this agreeable 
situation, if I may call it so, is due to the:fact. 
that, as everyone knows, we took a favo a 
opportunity some years ago to reduce ou 
to the lowest figure possible, and to ri 
by means,.of debentures at a very. 
interest. . ‘ 


to carry forward a of $217,100.23, a guaran- 
tee of a like dividend for some few years to 
Before formally moving the adoption of the 
report and accounts I shall be pleased to answer 
to the best of my ability any question you may 

There being no questions, the CHAIRMAN 
proposed the adoption of the report and accounts. 

Mr. Percy Smit seconded, and the motion 

The appointment of Mr. C. S. Gubbay to the 
directorate was confirmed on the motion of Mr. 
PETER, seconded by Mr. Ho Foox. 
by Mr, Lo Cuzune Suut, Messrs. Shellim and: 
Gubbay were re-elected directors. 
the re-election of Messrs. Potts and Gourdin as 
auditors. 

The CHatrman—Thank you for your attend- 
ance, gentlemen. Dividend warrants will be 
ready to-morrow on application. 

WEST POINT BUILDING COMPANY. 

The 21st ordinary meeting of shareholders in 
offices, Victoria Buildings. Sir Paul ¢ hater 
J. Gresson, Mr. J. W. C. Bonnar, Mr. (. S. 
Skelton, J. M. Maghado, T. 8. Forrest, Ho Kom 
Tong, Lo Cheung/Shui. 
convening the meeting, 
your permission take the report and accounts as 
being still current, the gross return for rents 
remains unchanged. Tyrning to the other side 
of the profit and loss account you will, however 
notice an incredsed expenditure under the head- 
ing “Repairs to buildings,” due to the severe 
and in view of the fact that those repairs 
are not yet completed, some portion of 
the costs thereof having to be borne on 
directors deem it advisable to pay a slightly 
decreased dividend for the closing half of 1908 
enabling them to carry forward a somewhat 
tare, and therefore recommend a dividend of 
only $2 per share, which we trist, will meet 
with your approval. 

questions and the report 
was adopted on the motion of the CHAIRMAN, 
seconded by Mr. MAITLAND. 

Mr. Macwano proposed, and Mr. SHELTON 
-Hon. Mr. Gresson and Messrs Gubbay and 
Bonnar as directors, - 

Carried. 

Mr. Marrianp, the re-election of Hon. Mr. 
Gresson and Mr. Guspay as directors was 
approved. 
appointed on the motion of Mr. Ho Kom Tona, 
seconded by Mr. Cuzune Suv. 

The CHAIRBMAN—Dividend warrants will be 
for your attendance. 

CAMPBELL MQORE AND CO., LD. 

. The twenty-second ordinary meeting of share- 


come, even if no sales be made in the meantime. 
wish to ask. 
was carried. 
On the motion of Mr. Ho Kom Tona, seconded 
Mr. Ross proposed, and Mr. SETH seconded, 
Carried. 
the above company was held on Jan. 28th at the 
presided and there were present Hon. Mr. W. 
Gubbay (directors), Messrs. F. Maitland, A. H. 
Y having read the notice 
The U said—Gentlemen, I will with 
read. ‘T’he lease of the whole of your property 
typhoon experienced by the coldny in July last, 
the accounts for the current year, your 
larger balance to, in part, meet the expendi- 
ere -were no 
seconded, the confirmation of the appointment of 
On the motion of Mr. Forrest, seconded by 
The auditor, Mr. J. Cox Edwards, was re- 
ready on Hondance | gentlemen. T you 
holders in this Company was held at the office 


of the General Managers in ‘Des Vooux Road 
.on the 29th ult. Mrg A. F.¢Aroulli presided 


_— S$ $$ >, O00 Oona 
————ent - 


* 


-” "+ SHIPPING NOTES. - 


a a 

_- The N.Y.K. steamer, Kitano-maru was 
launched from the Mistsu Bishi yard, Nagasaki, 
at 9 am. on the 24th instant. Her gross 
tonnage is 8,600, and her speed 16 lmota. The 
Taunch of the O.-.K. steamer Tacoma-maru 
(6,000 tons gross; 14 knots) will take place at 
the Kawasaki Yard, Kobe, on Feb. 4th. 
She is the largest cargo-boat ever built in 
Japan. 


* 


* 

Phe French Mail "steamers -have had some 
unfortunate experiences this month, what with 
the Polynesien cutting a Dutch steamer in two 
at Singapore and the Sydney running down a 
Japanese steamer at Yokohama. In both cases 
the French steamers themselves appear to have 
sustained very little damage. The latest news 
from Singapore is to the effect that several 
Chinese and Filipino divers have been engaged 
in removing the cargo of the Djambi, which 
consisted of about 150 tons of tin plate and rails. 
It was believed that the missing coolies were 
buried under the tin plates when the ship canted 
over, a8 no trace of them could be seen in the 
first examination by the divers. The privaté 
inquiry of the Pilot Board into the circumstances 
of the disaster was to take place last week. 

* 


* * 

_ The Anglo-American Oil Company's steel 
bargue Comet has been successfully salved and 
is now at the quarantine anchorage at Singa- 
pore, after a week spent on top ofa coral reef 
at Pulo Tujoj, near Sanka. The Comet brought 
a cargo of case oil frqm San Francisco for 
Japan and loaded a miscellaneous cargo in the 
latter count-y for New York. She was on the 
way there when ona dark night, heavy winds 
contrary currents and a rough sea drove her on 
the reef. Sho was pulled off by the Tanjong 
Pagar Dock Company's tug, and having been 
found to have sustained no serious damages, will 
shortly continue her voyage to the Atlantic 
coast. 8 8 =: 


. * 

The strike of the cailor and firemen of the 
lannches and cascoes at Manila, as a result of the 
shipowners’ non-compliance with a demand for 
increased pay and rations for these men, is stated 
by the latest ‘papers to be showing signs of 
‘collapse, a local shipping master having signified 
his willingness to supply thé owners of the 
craft affected with all the help needed, and on 
short notice. Mr. Beck's office on calle San 
Fernando was besieged by large crowds of men 
looking for employment on the 22nd inst. and, 
unless all signs fail, the backbone of what 
threatened to be a serious affair is broken, and 
things will be running smoothly within a few 
days, the ridiculous and exorbitant demands of 
the native labour agitators notwithstanding. 


: * 

If we may accept the statements published in 
the San Francisco papers, we are to see shortly 
a new ‘Trans-Pacific line of steamships. It is 

unofficially reported that the Western Pacific 
Railway Co., has entered into an agreement with 
thé Norddeutscher Lloyd to maintain a sérvice 
from San Francisco-to the Orient in connection 


been known for some time, one of the San 


~~ 


with the new trans-continental railway. It has | 


Francisco papers says, thatthe North German ; 
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be compulaory or optional It is recommended 
that pilotage for coastwise vessels at Manila 
shall continue compulsory while foreign pilotage 
shall be optional, as heretofore. The Board's 
recommendations are based on the general 
principle that where conditions of navigation 
are of such a dangerous character as to render 
exceptional skill and special knowledge of local 
waters essential to the safety of vessels imme- 
diately concerned and to other shipping, pilotége 
should be compulsory. The Board, however, 
recommends that masters and patrons of vessels 
be permitted to pass an examination and 
qualify for licenses authorizing them to act as 
pilots on their own vessels, whereupon such 
vessels will be exempted from compulsory 
pilotage fees. This provision will make it 
optional with owners of vessels as to whether 
their vessels shall be subject to compulsory 
pilotage or not. The Board recommends that 
this privilege be extended to coastwise shipping 
in the Pasig River and in the Tloilo River. 
Heretofore, particularly at the port of Manila, 
the burden of pilotage has been born by coast- 
wise shipping. - By providing a nominal fee 
for berthing and other services rendered to 
foreign vessels, the Board has been enabled to 
recommend a lower schedule of pilotage fees for 
coastwise vessels. Tho Board has recommended 
that all pilotage be optional, except at Aparri 
and at Dagupan. 
* 
* # 

The charter of the Chino-Siamese Mail Boat 
(9, Ltd. has been published in the Siam Official 
Gazette. The head office of the Company is at 
Bangkok, and it is formed to run merchant 
steamers betweenSiam and Singapore, Hongkong, 
China, and other foreign countries. There is, of 
course, the usual extensive list of other objects 
of the company. The capital is Tes. 3,000,000 
divided into 300,000 shares of T'cs. 10 each. 


THE KOREAN EMPEROR'S TOUR. 


INTERESTING IMPERIAL! RESCRIPT® 
After having completed his tour in the 
Southern provinces the Emperor of Korea, our 
Tokyo correspondent informs us, has now 
started on a tour onthe North. The Seoul 
Press gives the following translation of the 
Imperial Rescript relating to the Emperor's 

progress through the southern provinces. | 
“We think the people the very foundation of a 
| Stata, and if the base be hot solid, a State cannot 
| be in security and peace. Having inherited the 
Throne with humble virtue from Our father 
Emperor, We have gay and night cherished 
the wish that Our country be secure from 
all perilous conditions! and its people from 
misery. We decided to improve Our ad- 
ministration, and swore it in the Imperial 
Mausoleum in the first year of Our reign. 
We have since been always scrupulous not 
to violate the oath, nor have We ever been 
negligent in Our endeavours to be pis to this 
determination. But nevertheless e regret 
to note that the suppression of provincial dis- 
' turbances is slow, and it is still causing great 
i distress to Our children. We can not help 
feeling dismay and sorrow at this grievous plight 
of Our country, specially when We reflect that 
in these days of sevree cold, the people's sufferings 


. 


| 


premier, outlined his policy. . 


tions to place a 
European ports to 


Lloyd had been making preliminary prepara- ; must be enormous, How, then, 


can We alone 
line of ‘its operation from | even for a moment bear to indulge in the 
San Francisco on the opening ;.comforts of Our Throne? We have come 


of the Panama canal, and it was commented that 
withthe line from here to the Orient, in con- 
junction with the Western Pacific freight 
traffic, the German company would be in a par- 
ticularly strong position with a complete service 
circling the globe. The entry of this company 
into the Pacific would be of great significance in 
the development of the commerce betweeen the 
Orient and the Pacific Coast. A similar con- 
nection is to be made in the north, according to 
the recent announcement of the Cunard Com- 
pany that. on the completion of the Grand 
Trunk to the Pacific Coast it would establish a 
- Yne of its steamers from the Western terminal 
of the road to China ports. 


A Board has for some time past been sitting 
at Manila considering the pilotage question. 
The “result. of the inquiry has just been 
presented in a lengthy report. One of the 
first “and inost important 

‘py: tho Board was as to 


ther pilotage should 


questionsé considered 


ito a decision that We accompanied by our 
| Government should begin the New Year with a 
{ journey in the interior, in order personally to in- 
spect the'actual state of Our land and enquire of 
Our beloved people as to what life they are 
living. 
| Resident-General Prince Ito is highly faithful 
in working for Our country, as well as in helping 
and guiding Ourselves. We remember always 
with a feeling of deep gratitude toward the 
Resident-General that in the burning heat of 
the last summer Prince Ito, in spite of his age 
and ill-health, made an extensive journey in 


Japan in company with Our Prince Imperial |. 


solely for the latter's sake. Now Woe ask him 
to accompany Us in Our journey hereby 
announced and help Us in discharging Our 
urgent duties. We thus hope to insure the 
foundation of this country and rescue Our 
people from a distressful condition. Let Our 
subjects, great and small, be aware of Our 


purpose.” ‘ 


«+ 


| reported to have been lost. 


The Grand Tutor of the Crown Princes, ! 


FAR EASTERN TELEGRAM 
PCED een ee 
THE JAPANESE DIT. 
. -  _Yokyo, January 21st. - 
The Diet resumed its ar al to-day and the. - 
Budget was introduced. eo aed ok a 
In the House of Peers Count Katsura;thie - 


STEAMER WRECK ON THE. %, 
" JAPAN COAST. ~~ 


; Tokyo, January 21st." 
The ‘steamer Addto for. which :Mesars: - 
Dodwell and Co. are the agents, stranded at — 
Oshima on Tuesday night in a snowstorm,*; — 
Her position is reported to be hopeless. 
The steamer was bound from Yokohama 
Hongkong. a 
[The Adato, which belongs to the Ocean 
Navigation ompany, Glasgow, is a steel screw 
steamer of 3347 tons. She was built. at Port 


Glasgow in 1899.] Br eee : 
- *Tokyo, Januar} 26th. - 
The steamer Adato, wrecked at Oshima 
on the 19th inst. in a snowstorm, has ~ bee 
abandoned by the insurance companies. 


THE TOKYO TRiMWAY AFFAIR.» 
Tokyo, January Qist. 

The petition presented to the Home Office by 
the Tokyo Tramway Co. has been rejected on 


the ground that the figures given in -the . 
petition are inaccurate. . 4a om % 


for 


THE COLLISION AT YOKOH :M4. 


Tokyo, January 25th. 
The Japanese steamer Jburimarw had just 
left the dry dook at Uragn when the collision 
(reported yesterday) occurred. She sank in 
fifteen "minutes. ye es 
The owners place their loss at Yon 150,000. - 
The damage sustained by the French niail 

steamer Sydney was very slight. . 


KOREAN EMPEROR'S TOUR. | ° 
ANTI-JAPANESE MANIFESTATIONS. s 


Tokyo, January. 27th. 
The Korean Emperor started on his tour in 
the North to-day. He returns on the drd 
‘ proximo. : ae is 
Tokyo, January 28th. 
The Korean Exiperor’s tour to the-north ‘is 
not being characterised with the harmony; which 
was, displayed in the south. 3 ate hig 
On Wednesday at Pingyang the Aid-de-camp 
of the Imperial suite attacked the Home 
Minister. eee ese 
On the previous night explosives were thrown 
into the Welcome Building, and other. mani- — 
festations of dissatifaction with the Imperial 
| House of Korea have been shown, -- 3; |. 
Strong anti-Japaneso sentiment has been 
displayed, and the itinerary has been .partially 


abandoned. 


CANTON FLOWER BOATS BURNT. 


cause vc $repeyeiay ait Zeit Bebe bob aah de foie aaa 


id . ee on 
2 up cenbgegtepng ne ei for Seki Deal Li pai 


, GREAT LOSS OF LIFE. 
All the flower boats at:,Taishatau werd:des- - 
' troyed by fire last night, and abeut 300 li Bre | 


APPOINTMENTS. . 
H. E.the Gévernor has been plea 
appoint under the Medical Registra 
dinance, 1884, (Ordinance No. 1 -of 
F. O. Stedman, to be a Member of dical 
Board and to serve as Secretary.of:the’Board — 
with effect from the Tth-December la : 
Acting Inspector George Sim las 3 


25th inst. ; > to-:: 
Colonial Secretary and Cler: 
the absence on leave of--Mr. 
until further notice, with 
instant. cig pe eras 


the Hongkong Club and Navy teams. 


__February 1, 1909.) 


. 


C 
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“LOCAL SPORT. 
—_+->-0——_ 
NEW FOOTB LL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting called for the purpose of forming 
‘& football association to govern the game in the 
colony and to be affiliated to the English Foot- 
ball Association was held at the Y.M. .A. 
Rooms on the 29th ult. Practically all of 
the League clubs were represented as well as 
Mr. 
F. Brown was voted to the chair. 

Mr, Storrig, in opening the proceedings, 
indicated the need for a central agency to control 
the game in Hongkong, pointing out the 
difficulties which must ‘arise through having 
two competitions such as the League and the 
Shield run separately, and alluding to the 
proprioty of dealing with - players when mis- 

ameanours were committed. The speaker also 
referred to the advisability of obtaining com- 
petent referees which could be asgnred by the 
formation of an examination body to examine re- - 
ferees 

Q. M. Sergt. AnpReEws regarded the pro- 
position as likely to aid football in the colony and 


‘. said such an association, representing a fairly 


powerful body could better approach the Governor 
with a view te getting additional ground either 
in Hongkongor in Kowloon. Mo-eover such an 
authority would exercise control over the minor 
leagues. 

The CHAIRMAN outlined the scope of the 
operations of the proposed institution and 
expressed the opinion that it would do 
much good. The formation of the League 
showed that there were plenty of men 
willing to work in the interests of football. He 
advocated affiliation to the parent body. 

Details were considered and it was agreed 
that the association could be in operation for 


_ next season. 


Sapper HEIGH expressed the conviction that 
the principal consideration was the governing of 
the game, and pointed out that at present there 
was no control exercised over players or referees. 
The most important point was that such an 
association would include civilian, naval and 
military teams and a competition in which all 
could participate could be arranged. The finan- 


: ‘cial position would have to be considered. 


.' the Hongkong Daily Press Cup play a team repre- 


cee eee 


Mr SrorRie suggested that the winners of 


senting the rest of the League, making it a 
charity match. The proceeds, after paying the 
expense of the association and the expense of the 
Clubin connection with their ground, could be 
devoted to charity. This would show that they 
were not running football merely for their own 
pleasure. 

Q. M. Sergt. ANDREWS proposed that a 
football association to be affiliated to the Eng- 
lish Association be formed and that a committee 


| 


be appointed to draw up rules, and so on. 


The CHAIRMAN seconded. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. STORRIE agreed to act as Secretary of the 
Association and he was instructed to write to 
‘football organisations to invite them to come 
into the union and send two representatives. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded 
the business. 


, 


« 


_RAJPUTS' SPORTS. 


CELEBRATION OF ALIWAL DAY. 


The officers’ of the 13th Rajputs were “ 4t 
‘Home? to their friends yesterday, the anniver- 
‘sary of Aliwal Day. The day was celebrated 
by the“holding of the regimental sports on the 
U. BR. S. ground,.and there was a very large 
attendance of spectators, including Major 
General Broadwood, Colone® Darling, Com- 
modore Lyon, aud many ladies. The many 
events were-keenly contested, and a very good 
afternoon's sport was witnessed. The bind of 
the regiment played a varied programme during 
the afterizoon, and added to the pleasure. of 
those who attended. -t the conclusion of the 
sports the successful competitors received their 
prizes from \Mrs, Camilleri, and three cheers 
. were given-for that lady. ; 

The principal events were won as follows :— 

Scouts event, six mile race, and writing a 
road-report—Bhur Singh.—Time : 59 minutes. 
120 yards rac9 for native officers—Jamadgr 
' Singh ‘and Joadk Singh: 


jars of the other side. 


HINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


‘ Potato and bucket race—Arisal Singh, D. 
0. 

Half mile for British troops—Lance Corpl. 
Andrews, the Buffs, 1; Lance Corp!. Reed, the 
Buffs, 2. 

Melee, in which each contestant carried a jar 
and a stick, and the contest was to break the 
Divided after three 
draws by C and H Co. 

Maxim gun contest, won by No. 3 double Co. 

Obstacle race, one mile and a quarter, won by 
H Co. Time: ten minutes. A special prize was 
given by the officers for this event, and was won 
by A Co. in 8m 32sec. 

Alarm post—B Co. Time: 3m 35sec. 

Blindman's buff, in which men blindfolded 
had to catch a bugler on his sounding his bugle 
in their midst—Niack Mor Singh, C Co. 1. 


THE RACES. 


The annnal race meeting of the Hongkong 
Jackey Club takes place at Happy Valley on 
February 16th, 17th and 18th. The entries in 
the various events are: Wongneichong Stakes. 
33: Maiden Stakes 20; Victoria Stakes, 19; 
Valley Stakes, 35: Foochow Cup, 13: Trial 
Plate, 17; Garrison Cup, 29; Professional Cup, 
18: Hongkong Club Cup, 14; Racing Stakes, 
42; Jockey Cup, 31; Exchange Plate, 20; The 
Derby, 16; The German ' up, 34; China Stakes, 
23: Lusitana Cup, 18; Challenge Cup, 52; Navy 
‘up. 34; Parsee Cup. 19; Gymkhana Club 
Cup, 31- Grand Stand Stakes, 19; Great 
Southern takes 27; Hoigkong Stakes, 50; 
Ladies Purse, 26; Flyaway Stakes, 18; Phaeton 
Stakes, 27; Governor's (up, 38; Consolation 


Stakes, 40, Nil Desperandum Stakes, 45. The 
entrants for the Derby are :— 

. st. Ib. 
Mr. Buxey's Reve d'Or Rose ..... 10 9 
Mr. Buxey's Little Gem Rose ......... 10 12 
Mr. Buxey's Snowflake Rose ......... 11 1 | 
Mr. Dryasdust’s Triad .................. 1lo1 
Messrs. Findlay & Moir’s Strathdallas 11 4 
Mr. T. S. Forrest's Argyll............... “10 12 
Mr. H. J. Gedge's Fugitive II......... ll 1 
Mr. Olympia's Apollo ............0.0...... 10 9 
Mr. Olympia’s Achilles .................. ll 4. 
Mr. Ottery's Dart (lateCamphor Tree) 10 12 
Mr. John Peel's Garth ....:............. ll 4 
Mr. John Peel's Cattistock ............ 1 
Mr. John Peel's Fernie ...........0...... 10 12 
Messrs. Toer & Speelman’s Missouri 11) 4 
Messrs. Toeg & Speelman's Volya ...10 12 
Messrs. Toeg & Speelman’s Desire ... 11 4 


THE FIR-T INTERPORT CRICKET 


MATCH. 


Mr. P. Mollison of Yokohama has been enter- 
taining the members of the local Literary 
| Society with his “ Reminiscences.” His opening 
remarks have an interest for many readers in 
Hongkong. Mr. Mollison said :— 

Ticame out to Hongkong first in the autumn 
of 1864 and after spending a month between 
that port and Canton was. transferred to 
Shanghai, where I spent the rest of three 
years very happily. It is interesting to 
recall that amongst my fellow passengers to 
- hina was the mother of our popular broker 
Mr. E. C. Coutts, and it gives me all the more 
pleasure to do so because after becoming a 
resident of Shanghai, I received much kindness 
as a youngster from both his father and mother. 

One of the incidents of my stay ut Shanghai 
that Wil appeal most perhaps to my younger 


hearers of the male persuasion was the first | 


interport Cricket Match between Shaughai and 


Hongkong, which was played at Hongkong in | 


1866. 


Unfortunately I was unable to join the | 


Eleven, much to my disappointment, though I 
thereby eacaped a terrible amount of leather- 
hunting in Hongkong. The home side won the 
toss and kept Shanghai in the field for a day 
and » half to the tune of some 450 runs. 
(Laughter.) Of course Shanghai were badly 
beaten, but they had a magnificent time 
and got their revenge next year when 
Hongkong sent up a team to play the 
return match. On that occasion two matches 
were played, both of which we won easily, and I 
had the pleasure and privilege of assisting the 
the home team. As matter of local interest I 
may mention that Captain Brinkley of Tokyo, 
now ‘hale and well, was one of,the Hongkong 


XI, and did yeoman-service-both. with 


famous cricketers, n,n 
the unfortunate Bokhara disaster when return- =~ 
gkong with the 


Another member of the team: was 


Tanner, afterwards Colonel ‘Tanner, who “was. = 


drowned with many other entlmsiastic and = . 

including Captain Dunn, in” 
ing from Shanghai to Hon ; 
cricketing eleven in 1892. Th late J. B. 
Manson, brother of the now well-known London 
specialist in ailments peculiar to the Far Hast, — 
was captain of the Shanghai Eleven. SOR Sg 


ANOTHER BURGLARY. 
. Another burglary occurred in restaurant a 
416, Des Voeux Koad West, on Wednesday . 
night or early Thursday morning. The thief 
forced an entrance through » wire screen at the 
rear of the cook house, visited various rooms in 
the restaurant and departed with clothing:-to © 
the value of $32. Through the smartness of a 
lukong, however, he was -arrested before the 
police were informed of the robbery. The thief 
was going aboard a Canton steamer with his 
spoil when the lIukong detained him and 
requested to know what was in the bundle he 
carried. The robber answered the questions 
which succeeded so unsatisfactorily that he was 
taken to the « entral Police Station and charged. 
There it was discovered that he had also 
returned from banishment, and yesterday he 
appeared before Mr. J. H. Kemp at the Magis- - 
tracy to answer both charges. He was found 
guilty on each count and sentenced to twelve 
months’ imprisonment with hard labour. — 


FORMOSAN SUGAR. 


WITHDRAWAL OF SPECIAL PRIVILEGES. 

A Tokyo dispatch to the Aashz reports that 
the Government has given strict instructions to 
the Formosan Government to withdraw the 
special privilege accorded to sugar produced in 
Formosa and to impose excise in rigid conformity 
with the provisions of law. Sugar produced in 
Formosa is generally of medium quality, and 
corresponds to the third quality specified by law. 
This is liable to excise at the rate of Y8.50 per | 
picul, but by the special privilege extended to 
the Formosan product, the excise imposed on 
the latter has hitherto not been more than Y3, 
the amount payable on the first quality or 
crude sugar. inder this protective policy, 
the original cost of Formosan sugar does not 
exceed Y¥9.50 per picul, including Y3 excise any 
Y6.50 for producing expenses and freight. ‘The 
scheme of the sugar-refining companies Formosa 
has now been frustrated. ‘hey hoped, it is said, 
to take contracts tojsell their production at about ~ 
Y13.50, reap the profit of Y4 o& each picul, and 
thus pay a dividend at the rate of 20 or 50 per 
cent. ‘Che Formosan sugar refining companies 
have started a vigorous agitation to force the 
authorities to withdraw the order. In this 
campaign they have the-assistance of Mr. Fujita . 
Shiro, formerly Vice-Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce, who is a son-in law of Marquis 
Inouye..Japan Chronicle. : 


SHIPPING AT SAIGON. 


The Summary of Shipping cleared in 1908 at 
Saigon shows that vessels flying the British 
flag far outnumber any others doing ‘business at 
this port. The figures are: 


TOTAL. 

NATIONALITIES. 0, Tons. 
American 17 14,742 . 
Austrian 1 3,779 
British 167 834,593 
Danish 6 14,492 
Dutch 37 = 45,150 
French .. we 15 35,774 
German... .. 15 97,893 
Japanese .. 24 49 
Norwegian eee GL 92,619 
Russian. eee 3,154 . 
Spanish. 1s 2,655 
Swedish... . . 6 : 

Total... «.. 471 

Messageries Maritimes 166 | 
Messageries Fluviales 26 * 
Chargeurs Rennis 27 


ge PE ag tea eB 


- Prices have: risen considerably in sympathy 


04 THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


A PLAIN-CLOTHES LUKONG. 


“LOOKING FOR SQUEEZE.” 

At the instance of two men employed at the 
Naval Yard, a Inkong was summoned before Mr. 
J. R. Wood at the Magistracy on Jan. 29 on a 
charge of assault. From evidence adduced it 
appeared that between three and four o'clock on 
the afternoon of the 23rd instant the inmates of 
a housé off Queen's Road Fast were enjoying a 
quiet game of cards when a lukong appeared on 
the scene in plain clothes. The tenant of the 
ficor asked him to drink tea, and also asked his 
business there. 

“T want some money to go for a stroll,” the 
lukong is reported to have said. . 

“Why should I give you any money?” 
queried the tenant. 

. The constable did not reply, but asked who 
gave the men engaged in the game of cards 
permission to play. Before a reply could be 
given, it is alleged that the lukong proceeded to 
attack the residents, and the row which ensued 
caused a woman to rush out into street and call 
for ‘help. Her cries attracted an Indian 
sergeant who considered the best way out of 
the difficulty was to take all parties to the 
nearest Police Station. - 

The lukong made a statement in which he said 
that another man was coming down the stairs 
just behind him, and both of them endeavoured to 
get down first. The constable eventually allow- 
ed the other man to pass, and when he got to 
the bottom of the stairs this man accused him 
of standing on his foot. A quarrel followed, in 
which the strange man and a friend beat him. 

The Indian police sergeant was then called, 
and deposed to seeing two men assaulting the 
lukong. 

His Worship was of opinion that the Inkong 
undoubtedly went to this house'to get ‘squeeze * 
and ordered him to pay a fine of $5 on the 
assault charge. 


ILLICIT. OPIUM TRAFFIC. 


An exemplary sentence was passed on a 
native by Mr. J. H. Kemp at the Mavistra 
on Jan. 28. The defendant, it was ascertained, 
had three previous convictions against him for 
being in unlawful possession of opium, and 
yesterday he appeared before the Court on two 
charges of having nearly five taels in his 
a without a permit. On the evidence 

@ was oa cae guilty and ordered to pay a fine 
A=) 


of $750, alternative being six months 
imprison ment. : 
COMMERCIAL. 
IMPORTS. :— ~~ 


RICE, 


Honegona, lst February :—No buyers hieving 
come forward the prices are the aume as when 
last reportad Quodtrtiuns are :— 


Saigon, Ordinary ..... ..........00. $5.70 to 5.80 
a Round, Good quality ...€5.40 toi $5.45 
2 BONG citicens ‘tinscen 5.6) to 5.85 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2...85.60 to 5.65 
» Garden, a No.1... 5.20 to 5.25 
ge ~ NUDIGG is ceisdis cos idstge codec town es $5.80 to 5.35 
» Fine Cargo .....ccsecceee ce 5.50 to 5.55 
OPIUM. 


Honakona, February let. 
Quotations are :— 


Malwn New 


saveboneeder ii esice $1080 per picul 
Malwa Old wo... cee eceas, $1100 do. 
Malwa Qider ......... cee. $1120 do, 
Malwa Very Old .....cccceees $1150 do. 
Persian Fine Quality ............ $1000 do, 
Persian Extra Fine ............ $580 do. 
Patna New ooo... ceecesseeee $115 per chext, 
Pataa Old vo... 4-- $1185 do. . 
Benares New ....ccccccesseceeece. 31060 do. 
Benares Old ......ccseccesccccceece s— do. 


JAPANESE MARKE‘'S. 


a IMPORTS. 
Kong, 15th January.—Cotton.—American.— 
“Forward” quotations for “Middling” have 
“fluctuated with marked upward tendency during 
the past fortnight, and albee strong at Yen 31.40, 
but no businéss of importance is reported. “Spot” 
is nominal Yen 29.00 for new “ Middling.” Indian, 


with American quotations, and large transactions 
have been done in “forward,” but principally 
in exchange for “forward” Yarn. “Spot” 
rewains quiet owing to small stocks in the mar- 
ket. Broach is quoted Yen 25,00, Akola Yen 
22.25, Bengal (new) Yen 21.75. Chinese. —Some 
“Spot,” business haa been done latterly, but 
“forward” is practically at a’ standstill. Closing 
quotations are:— Best quality Yen 24.75. Com- 
mon Yen 21.75. Shirtings.—No new business to 
record, the large stocks brought over from las" 
year being sufficient for the requirements of 
this markat. Cotton Goods and Fancies.—More 
general enquiry in Fancies but whites are neg- 
lected,—the quantity of orders going through is 
comparatively small, Worateds and Woollens — 
There has been a little enquiry during the period 
under review, but the stocks carried over atill 
exert a depressing influence on the market. 
Metala—Very little doing. Rice,-Nothing 
doing. EXPORTS. 

Fish Oil.- Stock small; sellers firm, Rice.— 
Weak. Cotton Yarn.—Prices have advanced un- 
der the influence of more general demand and 
a steady advance in the price of silver. Vegeta- 
ble Wax. — Firm with some business deing. Mat- 
ting.—During the fortnight under review, quota- 
tions have heen generally weaker, due to the 
fart. that weavers in the Interior hive bean 
anxious to convert their holdings into cash in 
preparation for the closing .f accounts for the 
year (according to the old cxlendsr), deliveries 
have been good. Straw Braid.—A_ +tronger 
feeling existed during the past fortnight, owing 
to a sligat impravement in t!e demand, and 
prices ruled a little firmer in co sequence, 
Chip Braid.—There has been more enquiry for 
this, and prices were decidedly firmer during 
‘the period under review. 


TIrports. 

The Yokohama Foreign Board of Trade in its 
fortnightly circular dated the 15h ult. rays:— 
Cotion’- Yarns.—The market remains in the same 
latent condition as previously reported. Cotton 
Piece Goods.—Buyers are showing more interest 
since the New Year, and a certain amount of 
business has gone through. There is a decidedly 
better tone is this market. In Cotton and Union 
ltalians there is nothing doing. Woollens atid 
Woollens Mixtures.—Stagnation still reigns in 
this market. There has been some business in 
standard lines, but not to any great extent. 
Stocks are reported to be still plentiful. Textiles 
CGenerally.—With tbe reassurance duo to the 
feeling that home prices are not likely to go 
] wer, further inquires have been mde and 
more interest is hving taken general'y in Cotten 
Piece good2z. Raw Cotton —The market is life- 
less, as Spinners are not vet inclined to pay the 
higher ra'es asked by producing countries Soma 


in Indian Cotton, Rice—'the market remuing 
in the same \ifeless condition. 
Arrivals and deliveries for the first half of January 
show; Standard ‘il Co., arrivals nil; deliveries 
8,606 cases. Rising Sun Petroleum Co,, »rrivals 
nil; deliveries 4,300 units. Metals —There is 
nothinz special doing. Business in Bara is not 
expected to revive fur some time to come, owing 
to the rise in home prices which have not yet 
been followed by the Imperial Steel Works. It 
is reported that a good many of the merchants 
are booked up with the Steel Works for several 
months in advance. Window Glass.—Priceg 
unchanged. Market very quiet. Arrivals are 
taken up promptly. Sugar.—No business is being 
done in Imported Refined. Stocks of Java Brown 
are small. Flour.—Nothing passing in ordinary 
grades of imported. A little: business has been 
done in certain special quantities, Wheat—No 
hange. The American market continues firm, 

Cc ——- ena ——— 


PIECE GOODS. 


a a i 


Messra. N:el, Murray & Co.’s Piece Goods 
Report, dated Shanghai 21st January, 1909, states: 
—As we write busire:s is practically clozed for 
the year, A ftirly heavy fall of Snow during the 
night was all that was required to set the Native 

mind .at rest, and they now ceise from their 
| labours for the best part of a week full of hope 
for a prosperous New Year. Right up to the close 
most Importers have found clearances quife satis- 
factory, and a good enquiry, only interrupted when 
Exchange showed sudden signs of afurther upward 
movement, but they were only transitory and 
have been followed by an equally sharp erop to- 
, day. Nevertheless the Native dealers seam to be 
firmly convinced that sterling rates must go up, 
though it is difficult to follow on what they bass 
their ideas, The wish, however, may be father to 
the thought, in order to counteract the altogether 
unexpected advance of the raw material. The 


transactious seem, however, to bave taken place: 


Kerosene Oi).—. 


- principal Auctions have been withdrawa this) veek 
und will probably 1.ot be resumed before the "27th 
Everything now points to a brisk demand 


Banks haveissued their credits, -A very favourable~ 
feature is the great reduction that hus takan place 
in the price of Rice, Chinx’s staple f.od,. which is 
calculated to make a vast difference to trade 


generally. Advices from the North, more par- 


ticularly Newchwang. continue to be. of -a:.very | 
satisfactory patie. ‘I'be Crops in the neighbouring. 
Provinces are the beat known f r 40 years, and we 
understand shipments in bulk are being, made. to 
Europe, where, presumably, better prices cin. be 
got then in Jupav. Already shipments of gooda 
and yarn are being made via Dalny, and prepara- 
tions are beimmg wade for further supplies to. ba 
sent up immediately afi-r the holidays, There is 
not much doing herv for Tientsin, but we under- 
stand quite an extensive direc: business haa ‘been 


arranged, cn a cash basis, in Manchester good:,. . 


chiefly Dyed and I'rinted Cottons. It is. true 
facilities are being given by some of the regular 
liners to carry good. there direct ard avoid the 
extra expense of Jand:ng and forwarding from this 
Port. Szechue: is ready and apparently dager to. 
do a big trade for which # lot of ready money 
seems to be available. The Kiver~Ports should 
soon respond to the better conditions caused by 
the goo t crops, ad replenizh their stocks of all 
kinds of goods that must be at a very low ebb now.’ 
The Manchester market is strong and advancing. 
There ig a greatly improved enquiry for China 
aud quite a considerable business must have been 
done up to date, ‘but whether buyers for~ this 
market are prepared to tolluw price: up is pro- 
biematical; in face of the large supplies already 


| inst. 
so soon as the holidays are over and the Native 


here and fair shipmeuts on tiie way it does not 


look very judicious. American Cotton continues 
to advance; in Liverpool, the quotations for Mid- 
dli g coming this morning 5.23d sp t and 5.00d 
April/May. Egyptian is u:changed at 83d. 
The market in New York is soaring! Quotations 
are steadily risinz, in some cases, however; they 
‘ seem to'be put forward as a bluff on account of 
Manufacturers not having their niachinery ready 
to execute orders promptly. So far this year it 
is estimated fully 30,000 packages have been 
booked for this market, and it does not seem 
possible to secure much more for arrival during 
the first six anonths, so that stocks on, the 80th 
June should be very moderate, Cotton’ is firmer 
and was quoted according to telegrams received 
yesterday 9.54 cents for March and 9.40 cents for 
July option with the rider “further advance prob- 
able owing to bull manipulations.” ‘To-day, how- 
ever, the March quotation comes; 9.48 cents! 
The Yarn market i- only nominally active, the 
1 busines: booked being chiefly by the brokers in 
anticipation of orde:s after the holidays. It is 


1 the same way with Piece good:, the purchases . 


made this week of goods “to arrive” being entirely 
on the off-chance of a demind from the Nor 
when the season is properly opaued. Thee are 
no particulars published of these further forward 
sales, but they are estimated to am unt ta fully a 
thousand packages. A fairamount of fresh business 
| is rep >rted to have been done, cmefly by new Firms, 
in staple makes of Manchester Grey and White 
godda, which regular Importers appe ww to be fight- 
ing shy of at the prices that have been current. 
Dyed Fancies have also met with some attention, 


but Prints are more or le-s neglected, some classes" 


having succumbed entirely to the coloured woven 


gods, which have proved much more durable, . 
Smaller quantities were put up at the Yuen Fong” 


Auction last ‘lhursday and a normal tone prevailed, 
prices reaching their proper level again, the‘Yresul 
ua coupared with the previous sale being on 
stun ptuous advance all round, Woollens included} 
“4 


HONGKONG QUOTATIONS,  — f 


Apricot ccs.cessecseseeceereeaeees fresevsene $16 tol? ; 
BORAX: sicvcd cde sabes abst ogvissteadavieaenet’ $17 , 
CASSIO is orisicnd So ccvdsecaesadecstvswcterses $29 F 
Cloves .........0065 Prccessstesceseeeergeres GZ to 83 
Camphor.......ccccccscsccssssccavssenesene 280 to coe 
Cow Bezoar ......ccsseessssseseecrsseees 970 to, 145 
Fennel Seed .....ccecscsssecesereceteeees $7 to 8 
Galangal sssisccsvssinvsussnevratonsse-ane $2t:4h — 
Grapes Attach intitd lasers $15 to16 
Kismis 


Glue .....eeccee eee 
Olibanum .........ccscesseesescens 
Oil Sandalwood ........ -.....065 


ers 


Senna Leaves 
Sandalwood 


ee ce nemeonensenan nat 


ils lbw ail Ns Hin Ba Nae 


Ey * * 


‘February ~1, .1909.] ‘ - CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


EXPORTS :— stocks exisis at the olose. Exchange on Lon- | Quotations are as follows:— . 
ae SILK. . «| don closes at 1/9, T. T. and on Shanghai | fo ee 
a wee f aes at 743, . { Stocks Pap ur.| QuorTrattons 
Yokohama, 15th Jan.:—By the turn of the : > as ae a 
year quite a large “complimentary business ” Ban«s,—Hongkong & Shanghai have been Sane — 


in demand snd the medium of a fair business, 7 
ourtailed- however by the somewhat erratic | _ Hongkong & S’hai... 
rates ruling between this and the North.| ational B. of China 
Lecally, business has been done at between ; 

885 and 890. for cash and‘ at 890 for Fc bruary Marine [nsurances— 
,delivery,. The quotation from Shanghai at the renee Sen ceeaea 
‘end of the week came in firmer at 925, equal Ching TP ralers: sssas. 


was done in raw gilk with the result that prices 
for most grades advanced and that “ Sinshius” 

- and fine sizes became rather scarce. At the close, 
our market is again quiet. As most of the factories 
in the Interjor are cloring down during the cold 
weather, arrivals are expected to be much curtailed 
for the coming monthe. 


*ant { $8074, buyers 
£6 |351, buyers : 


$50 $190, sellers. 
$25 |$87}, buyers 


, Waste SILK.— Market very quiet. The trans- | to 900 here, and although many offers to sell Nee Chine «00.4, Pepe pe sacs 
action reported helow were entirely compli- | to the Northern port were refused, and the| yaroteso $60 $177} y 
mentary purchases concluded before the turn URE. eeteeiteses 


rate locally was not affected to any extent| 
for some time. There has ben at the time of | Fire Insurances— 
closing some irterport business at the higher China Fire ... sete ee eee 
rate. Shanghai quotes 925, equal to our 900,| Hongkong Fire...... 
London remaining at £86. Docks & Wharves— 


Marine INsoRANCE.—Unions have improved a & La niet A 
to 880 with ssles and bgyers.. A few small lots Noa Aas oe 
bave alxo changed hands daring ‘he week at 825 ‘ ne eatipalee| F 

: Shanghai Dock and 
and &274. Cantons have rec-did to 190 with Eng. Co., Ld 
sales and sellers. The Northern In<urances Eee ee 
remain unchanged and witbout business. Steamship Companies 


hi : 

Fi«s [NsuraNcE:.—Hongkonps have fourd Doustan, Sten wats 
further buyers at 330. China remain neglected, H.; Canton & M. ... 
with probab!e sellers at 1U6. 


Indo-China S, N. Co, 
Surppina. —Hongkong Canton and Macaos ndo-China Co 


of the yeur. Quotations are unchanged. Settle- 
ments from December 28th to January 11th, 
2,700 piculs. Total Settlements from July lst 
to January llth, 45,560 piculs. Stock on Jan. 
12th is estimated at 7,600 piculs. 
Hasorat.—The first part of the month shows 
an advance in 36 inch Kanazawa goods, hut the 
quotations for other widtha are unchanged. 
Vhe demand from America has increaced, but 
thera hag not been much doing for Europe. 
Prices for Echizen have been marked by a con- 
siderable firmness and show no change whatever, 
2 There has been a good enquiry fer the b-tter 
qulee from all quarters. The recurring market 
8 continue to exhibit weakness in Kawamata 
and’this Habutai is apparently veglected. 


29 |$106 . 
50 |3330, sales 


all |$92, salad & sel. 
$25 |212, sellers 
$63 394, buyers - 


{114.100 Ta. 76 


$25 |$12, sellers 
all |$34, buyers ~ 
$15 |$294, sales & buy. 
nf $97, sellers 
"11317, sellere 


. ; : ‘ogi 3 10 ¢ |$234, buyers 
( hye Aine oe good papeet showing inorens: | Star Ferry........ oe { tis be, he 
ae bik AS aaa Cat a gaa Shell Transport Co, 21 |45/- 
. very firm and in demand, buyers at 294 meeting T k , eLe ye Ma. 45 : 
CAMPHOR. with but a feeble response, Douglas+s have Sh Tuc &L Oo. Tis. 60 Me ren 
— improved to 34, without bringi«g any shares ov Do. Preference } (Els. 60 brig. sif 
Honexona Ist February :—There is no market | tha market. China Manilss are on offer at the , : 
$83.50—$84,5v. re uced rate of ]2. \Wehave nothing farther } Refinerios— 
: ee to report under this heading. : China Sugar ......... all |$115, buyers 
Luzon Sugar ......2.. all |$17, sellers 
se — Lands, HoTeLstanD Burupines — Hong-|° porak Sugar Cult...) Tis, 50 \Tls. 97} 
nates kong Lands have changed hands at 92 and 924 aa 
MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. closing with bryers at 89 ox the dividend of $34 | Wharves— ‘ 
paid to-day. ‘This Compiny’s report for the are . Ailend all se na 
Haxkow, 2lst January—The prices quoted are | Year ended 3st Dec. shows a filling «ff in the pean aut: oad as 
for the net shipping weight excluding cost of | Bet earnings as compared with the 1907 a/o. | ‘Land and Buildings— 
packing for export :— Repairs a/c, shows ao increas» of some $17,000, | H’kong LandInvest. 100 |889, x.d. buyers 
: Per picul . | due to extraordinury damage to properties by the | Shanghai Land...... Tis: 50 |Tls.120 
P typhoon, The Rent a/c stands at about the same, Kowloon Land & B. $30 |#82, sellers 
_ Cowie Oett eee wibasesisecuwta segues Tis. pee while Directors feea are lees by $25,630, th- ven | ms. 25 (Tis. 9 
Buffalo bides, best eslocted cnc... 5v 22.78 | Maneeing lirectore freator 1008 not being char: | Tt revs Matate|” all. ($02, selene’ 
Goatskins, untanned, chiefly white poche In nocarsianoe with (he iasidelego” 200 |. “i WastPointHulldiag|*  960\|$48 xd callers 
*  “eolour,........ ebecsecnaets Saba ee ence seterectncy — | tion, Kowloon Lands have d-olined to 32, and . i 
Buffalo Horns, average 3 Iba, each ...... oa ese i Me sae rare pier a eles Tramways— acini 
ite Chi rass, W at thafand at Y. ~ otels have found buyers at’ a 
Oe ke ane : ees saad ete pea , 870 | 9% West points close with sellers at 44 ex the | Te Peak Tramways)) “s; [so 
WhiteChinaGrass,Sinshan andjorChayu ,, 8.00 | div. of $2 paid to-day. Mining— 
pan China Grass, Szechuen ............ ar is REFINERTES.—Small sales of China are re- Char bonmney shea ai ea pee 
De ssesesersessensescsrnessan esses fetta eeeeeeeeens » 3. orted at 1124 the market olosing firmer with BUDS cecceersccersoeces 18/10 , sellers 
a Noerciavle Tels aeaeoa siete » 11.00 buyers: 115 Luzous are on offer at 17, and | Hotels Ete— 
© Pingchew and/or Macheng undeaidetes 1140 it is possible that even @ slightly lower rate Hongkong HotelCo.| . all |§$90, sales 
White Vegetable ‘I'allow, Mongyn ...... : — | Would lea to business. Astor House Hotel $25 |$16} 
Green Vegetable ‘I'allow, Kiyu............ » 10.60 Mininc.—We have nothing to report under | pispensaries— ~~ 
Animal Tallow ..........pescccccssgesseeseeees yy 11,00 | thig heading Watson & Co., A.S.[- $'0 $94, sellers: 
raerars ate mae Sas enum s ioe Docks, WHARvES anD Gopowns.—H.and| Watkins, Ld..........] $10 [§2, buyers: 
Tobacco, Tingchow 00.0... ccceccceee -.. . | Whampoas have been placed at 92 during the | Lighting— 
Tobacco, Wongkong..........cccecscees aasies ” = | Week, and at time of closi: g a few small lot: | Hongkony & C. Gas all /$2C0, buyers 
Black Bristles, Riflings ........0.cccc.- i — | are on offer at that rate. This Comp:nr has Shanghai Gas Co....| Tls. 50 Tis, 121 
Feathers, grey and/or white Wild Duck ,, — | ‘fficiall announced that subject to the andit of Hongkong Electric., $iu |$19 
: DEMCTIC se seecseeescceceeeteceserscssseeags = — | the accounts, it will pay a dividend for the half | yiocellaneous— 
7 Besamum Seed ..........cc.cccseece cecsecceees » 6.00 | yexr ended 3ixt Deo. of $4 per shire, carry to G. Island Cement. 10 |$9.80, sellers - 
Sesamum Seed Oil oo... eee eee css ees » — | fo speoi+] «/o $21,000. write off The Cosmopoli- H.K. Milling Co.,Ld.| $100 |Nominal . 
Wood Oil....eseseeees Ssoeentgedianscuresavacds » 870 | tan Dok $28,0"0 and carry forward to new a/c Bell’s Asbestos Is. A 12/6 \$9, buyers.. 
{ Tea Oil ....ccceseees dewecdosseonets sige vedaesieve » — | $884,000, a falling off as compared with United Asbeato i $4 13124 
: revious six months of some $24,000. Kowloon | “70 A8DERLOS «..) gig lgag0 
% harfs have been plac d at 444 and 45, closing Union WaterboatCo. $10 {610 


Per P. & O. steamer Sunda, sailed on 27th Jan. 
1909, Antwerp.—900 bales hemp. Glasgou.—60 
casks Preserves, Marseilles—5 cases cocoa. 
- London.- 2262 bales Hemp, 200 casks Preserves, 
1 pkge Rattan chair. 


with se‘lers at the latter rate. Shanghai 
Docks have improved in the North to 76. 
and Hongkew Wharfs to 155, the latter with 
buyers. 


H’kong Vairy Farm $5 |§14, sellers * 
Hongkong [ce Co.... all | +220, sellers 
Robinson Piano Co... $50 ($59, sellers 
Shai WaterworksCo,- £20 |Tis. 4374 
H’kong Rope M. Co all |$254, buyers 
Hongkong C. 5, Co. $lu |$lu. sellers 
Ewo Cotton S. & W.] Tis. 5» |Tls. 85, aales 
International ...... | Tis. 75 ; 


Cotton MILLs.—Ewos have improved in 
the North to 85, and small !ocal sales have been 
effected at that rate. Internationals have 


Per P. & O, steamer Dethi, sailed on 23th Jan, 
1909. For Manchester.—37 bales waste silk. 


For. Lyons-—20 bules raw gilk. For Marseilles. | declined to 67, and Laou Kung Mows improved ; “Laou Kung Mow .../Tls, luv . 
ra Leen Lore - ses silk, For London—650 | to 76, Soychee ./............. Tis. 500 |Tis. 28000. 
keaeegp soni n, 50 bales waste eilk, 80 pkges : ; China Provident ... $10 |$10, eales & sellers 
tea, 4 cases silks, 7 case cigars, 10 cases Private MIscELLAN zous.—China Borneos have been Okina Baries Co... $12 |5114; sales & buy. 
effects... the medium of a fair business at the improved Campbell, M & Co... all |89, buyers. 

: rate of 114 and close firm at that, Afew Chinn} Wr. Powell, Ld. ... 27 (84, sellers = 


Prov. have been placed at 10, but sellers rule 
the market. At time of closing Green Island 
have been dealt in to some extent at 9,90 and 
9.80, closing with sellets at the latter rate. 
Ropes have improved to 254 with sales and 
buyers. Langkats have advanced to 875 in the 
Noth, Chins Lights with sales at 43 close quiet, | 

Laundrys have found buyers at 5% acd Bells 
_where they bave not improved have in most Asbestos are enquired for at the improve 


ss ; re | st |. 
= |, “Gates remained steady and a fair demand fcr rate of 9. 


South China M.Post $25 $24, sellers 
China Light & P. Co. { $10 leas, gales 
Steam Laundry Co.. $5 |§54, sales ; 
Weissmann, Ld.......) $100 |$140 =. { ee 


Cigar Companies— |. 
Philippine Co.,Ld...| . $10. 
Alhambra, Ld. ....... $50 [N 


VEBNON & SMYTH, [Bro 


4 


SHANGHAI SHARE QUOTATIONS. 


» Hongxoxe, 29th Jannary, 1909.—A fair 
investment businers, :nd a more or l|-ss 
speculative’ demand fur Banks have been the 
chief features of a rather quiat weck.- Rates, 


es 


SaleStes uedicais, 
: aS ee 


: x ~ Honexone, February 1st 
O. Lonpoxr.— 
-Tolographic Tranbfor ..,..........., . 1/93 
Bank Bills, on demand .... ........ ica ie 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ... .... 1/9 
Bank Bills at 4 months’ sight ..... 1/9 


On Papis.—Bank Bills, on demand..... 222 
Oradite 4 months’ sight ... . ........ 2264 

iS | On Geemwany.—On demand ..,... siteeese 181 

* On New Yorr.—Bank Bills, on demand 43 - 

’  Credita, 60days’ sight ..0....0..0... 

Ox BomBay.—Telegraphio Transfer ....13 
Eank, on demand _...........0-.ccceee. 132 

On CaLoor’s.—Telegraphic Transfer 1324 


Bank on demand ...... ... ee pak ules 1323 
On SHANGHAI.—Bank, at sight ...... 743 
Privaté, 30 davs' sight 0... 758 
On Yoxouama.—On demand ...........8 
On Mantis.—On demand .. ............... 86 
- On Srngapors.—On demand ,........... 15% 
: On Baravia.—On demand ............ 1064 
; On Hareucna.—On demand ......12} p.c. pm 
-~ > |. Ow Sataon.—On demand............ 12 p.e. pm 
fhe On BaneKkor,—On demand .......... ... B63 
; SveRuians, Bank’s Buying Rate ....:...811.20 
_Goup Lear 100 fine, per tael ........ .. $59.10 
Bak SILVEs per og. oo... ee ane 238 


SHIPPING. 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
; Mam. 


- January §- ARRIVALS. 

_ 20, Banchow, British str., from Chinkiang. 

a * 21, Choysang, British str., from Shanghai. 

al 21, Devanha, British str., from Bombay. 

en 21, Ganges, British str., from Barry. 

aS .21, Holstein; German str., from Hoihow. 

. 21, Tamba Maru, Jap. str., from Singapore. 

22, Anpitig, Chinese str., from Shanghai. ~ 

22, Borneo, German str., from Sandakan. 

22, C. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from H'phong. 

22, Chenan, British str., from Shafghai. 

| 22, Daijin Maru, Jap. str., from Swatow. 

: 22, Delhi, British str., from Shanghai. 

: 22, Devawongse, German str., from Bangkok. 
22, Empress of China, Br.str.,from Vancouver. 
22, Shantung, German str., from Bangkok. 
22, Yetorofu Maru, Jap. str., from Moji. 

23, Germania, German str., from Sydney. 

23, Keemun, British str., from Manila. 

23, Perlak, Dutch str., from Foochow. 

23, Shibata Marn, Jap. str., from Moji. 

24, Aki Maru, Japanese str., from Seattle. 

my 24, Benvorlich, British str., from Shanghai. 

24, Chihli, British str., from Haiphong. 
24, Choising, German str., from Bangkok. 
24, Ghazee, British str., from Singapore. 
24, Hinsang, British str., from Wakamatsu. . 


24, Kueichow, British str., from Probolingo., 


24, Pelous, British str., from Shanghai. 

24, Shinno Maru, Jap. str., from Moji. 

24, Taishan, British str., from Saigon. 

25, Ascanis, German str., from Chinkiang. 

25, Changsha, British str., from Sydney. 

, 25, Kamo Marn, Jap. str., from Shanghai. 
25, Kiangping, Chinese str., from Chinkiang. 
25, Patroclus, British str., from England. 
25, Prosper, Nor. str., from Chinkiang. 

25, Protector, Danish str., from Haiphong. 
25, Shini Maru, Jap. str., from Moji- 

25, Tean, British str., from Cebu. 

25, Zafiro, British str., from Manila. 

26, Bourbon, French str., from Saigon. 

26, Glenavon, British str., from Shanghai. 
26, Haimiun, British str., from Swatow. 

26, Hanoi, French str., from K. C. Wan. 
26, Lightning, British str., from Singapore. 
26, P. E. Friedrich, Ger. str., from Japan. 
26, Sunda, British str., from Yokohama. 
26, Telemachus, British str., from Saigon. 
26;Tingsang, British str., from Wuhu. 

. 26, Yochow, British str., from Wahu. 

’ 27, Bencleuch, British str., from London.’ 
27, Haiyang, British str., from Coast Ports. 

. 27, Johanne,.German str., from Saigon. 

’ 27, Locksun, German str., from Bangkok. 
_27, Pheumpenh, British str., from Saigon. 
27, Phranang, German str., from Bangkok. 

_ _27,:Brinz Sigismund, Ger. str., from Kobe. 
727;;Tarlac, American str., from Manila. - 
. 27, Yuensang, British str., from Manila, | 

Joshin-Marn, Jap.-str., from Swatow. - 


ye z 


Pd 


wh 


|. 28, Nore, British str.;from:Liondon.: : % ~ 4. 


+ 


€8, Quarta, German str,, from Batavia. 
28, Seminole, British str., from Swatow. 
28, Standard, Nor. str., from Saigon. , 

Yanuary:— § DEPARTURES. 
21, Anghin, German str., for Bangkok. 
21, Choshun Maru, Jap. str., for Swatow. ‘| Mr:and. Mrs W. Vi Hill, 

. 21, Clara Jebsen, German'str., for Saigon.  |‘and D. W. Bell; ‘or Lon 1 
21, Dagny, Norwezian str., for Chefoo. ‘| Messrs W. Warren and’ M:": 
21, Glenfalloch, British str., for Amoy. Kobe, Mr E.Schute, °° 
21, Glenstrae, British str., for Shanghai. Per Delhi, trom Shanghai, for. 
21, Haimun, British str., for Swatow. 


=“ ein H Dowaes, ooh ayaa 
21, Hongkong, French str., for Haiphong. seille, Rev Thos. son; for Singape: 
21, Hopsang. British str., for Saigon, ‘ T. F. Wright; tor Hon kong Dr, Heise 
21, Kwongsang, British str., for Shanghai. Calderon, Messrs. D, H, Ysung, Brother Ti 
21, Loongsang, British str., for Manila. Brother Archangeles, J. Hayes and G, oj 
21, Muncaster Castle, Br. str.. for New York. ' Per Empress of China, from Vancouver ‘B.C, 
21, Porsia, Austrian str., for Singapore. for Hongkong, Mr. T 4 
21, Rubi, British str., for Manila. Mr. J. M. Tait; from Kobe, Mr. and 
21, Sungkiang, British str., for Cebu. K. Johnson; from Shanghai, Mrs, E, Me 
21, Taikosan Maru, Jap. str., for Kutchintzo. | Mrs. E. G. Rose, Messrs. O. Mullen 
21, Victoria, Swedish str., for Saigon. Lui Chang Yeu, E. Guttentag, A. 
22, Devanha, British str., for Shanghai. Smith. f 
22, Kumano Maru, Jap. str., for Manila. Per Nore, for Hon 1 

22, Shoshu Marn, Jap. str., for Swatow. and Mrs Walker and 3. children, Mr jand.: 
22, Tamba Maru, Jap. str., for Yokohama, + G. Fowler, Lt. and Mrs Collison Morle ry i 
22, Wakamateu M., Jap. str.,for Kutchinotzu. | and nurse, Major and Mrs Adair, Mrs M, : 7 
22, Yeddo, Swedish str., for Shanghai. 7 Day, Misses Brautingham and Johbnitone, I, 
23, Delhi, British str., for Europe, &c. Jaques and Ast. Eng. Collins ; from Singapore,, 
24, Stettin, British str., for Foochow. Mr J. Nair; from London, for Manila, Mr 
24, Perlak, Dutch str., for Balik Pappan. and’ Mrs Shires; for Shanghai, Mr and Mrs 
26, Benvorlich, British str., for London. Ball, 2 children and nurse, Messrs Page, -B. : 
26, Daijin Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. | Piedmonds, J. R. Plinier, Baker, J. 8.) Braigh, 
26, Haiching, British str., for Swatow. , B. G. Atkinson, McGillwray, E. King, C. 
26, Kamo Marn, Jap. str., for Singapore. ; Jumings, Tilkington, W. B. Bainher, R. M. 


—_ 


26, Kohsichang, German str., for Bangkok. - Hewitt, G. Eunnott, R. Ackwell and Pisa; for’ 


26, Patroclus, British str., for Shanghai. 
26, Peleus, British str., for London. 

26, Tean, British str., for Manila. 

26, Yetorofu M., Jap. str., for Singapore. 
27, C. Diederichsen, Ger. str., for Hoihow. 
27, Chiyuen, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 


| Yokohama, Mr and Mrs Plant, Mrs Hatahan, 
. QO. Wataler; from 
r Jas. Oliver. 
DEPARTED. bs 
Per Rubi, from Hongeone foe sg Mr. - 
. and Mrs. M. Merands, Miss M. Young, Messrs. 
27, Knivaborg, Gorman str, for Pakhot, | D- de, Urmencta, A.C. Gril, J. W Hunter, 
27, P. E. Friedrich, German str., for Europe. : A. W. alii Ae ee oJ eee ‘ord, 
27, Sanda, British str., for Singapore i W. H. Rushton, Jow Wong Jung. 
28, A. Apear, British str., for Singapore. F na . he Re — 
28, Benclouch, British str., for Nagosaki. | Woe JUL WN. My, Doli ad ae 
28, Choysang, British str. for Shanghai. | Saicurai, Mias M. Corbett, Miss Skipton, Eng. 
28, Chaseo, Bridish sir.. for Shanghai. Com. J. H. Stoward, Countess Tads, ‘Dr. 8. 
28, Pinson oa Pippa aos Murachi, Dr. M. Onaka, Mesars F. W. Owen, 
28, Kanchow, British str., for Amoy. a. ay 12 be eae a ie - G. 
28, Keemun, British str., for Tacoma. ie nds . oe ikn chi, E. Marks Ay. 
28, Korat, German str., for Bangkok, Whittingham, G. ©. Meyling, ‘D. Theband, i. 
28, Shibata Maru, Jap. str., fon Osaka, Horiba. C. Critchley Salmonsan, C. H. Mubu- 
nay, G. Hassamall, 8S. Kuzuya, H. Mateunag: 
K. Kawamura, K. Seto, K. Takohara and-AV. 
Bato. 


infant and nursa, and Mr 
Port Said, for Shanghai, 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. ‘ 


Per Tean, from Cebu, Mr Hewett. Per P. E. Friedrich, for Hamburg, Mr and 
Per Bourbon, from Saigon, Mr M. Boyer. Mrs R. E. Belilios ‘and servant, Mr and Mrs 
Per Taishan, from Saigon, Mr Wm. Joseph. | A. L. Bagnall, Mr and.Mrs von Boddien, Mr 
Per Choysang, from Shanghai, Mr Friedrich. | and Mra L. P.’ Ebden, Mr and Mrs Geodeell 
Per Telemachus, from Saigon, Dr. Drum- 
mond. 
, ce Devawongse, from Bangkok, Mr Monsier 


Mrs: Ledeboer, Mr and Mrs H. B. Marten, -Mr 
and Mrs Richardson, Mr-and Mrs Rittmeister . 
evi. | von Rebnitz, Mr and Mrs-N. W. Stowell;-Mr 
Per Benvorlich, from Shanghai, Mrs Fowler | and Mrs Scholz and child, Rev. and Mrs K. 8. 
and family. ; Stokke, Dr. and Mrs G. Misch, Dr. and Mrs” 
Per Chenan, from Shanghai, Mrs Urqubart | Weidner, Mrs Dallas and Son, Mrs W: . Be - 
and two children. eA é+| Green, Mrs 8. P. Hegan, Mra C. Holthangen, 
Per Hanoi, from Haiphong, &., Mr and Mrs | Mrs Macauley, Mrs Vivian, Mrs Webster, ‘Mrs * 
Rochas, and Mr Hammond. Zacharis, Miss Ilse Boehmcke, Mias B. Buxton, 
Per Hatyang, from Swatow, Mr and Mrs| Miss V. J. Head, Miss Koons, Miss Johanna 
Thompson and 2 children, Dr. Lyell, and Mr Otto, Miss L. Steinfeld, Miss Skipton,"Rev: H. 


Isaac ‘Kuhn, Rev. L. Kuhn; Dr; Janssens; Dr. -H!W. - 


Per Haimun, from Swatow, Messrs. W. A. 
Crake, W. Petley, J. Meek, F. Bevington and |-Miss 
C. Kencke. : 

.Per Yuensang, from Manila, Mrs C. Babson 
and child, Mrs G. Oriora, Miss Adelina, Master 
Babson and Mr J. Mathews. OO 

Per Aki Maru, from Seattle, &o.,. Mrs M. 
Moffact, Miss Geo. Moffact, Messrs Pooh 
Frid’k, Ray Bunjaim and J.C. Gilbert. 9 «- | jeu mail 
’ Por Lightning, from Caloutta, évo., Mriand’| family, Robert Hartwig, Lieut, Th 
Mrs Whelan, Mrs Mackie, Messrs Hunt, KE. | P. 6 
Hunt, Glass, Goodiski, Kajima and J: B.| Ke 
Brunyate. 


5 C.M. 
8. Wallis, Wittenberg'and family 


W. .H. Birkenough, Manhein, -J. W. | Printed: and publi-hed-by ‘B. 
Haz, for the. Concerne 


Moir, 
. Y. Ko;.from Y kohama, ; 


kong, from Lor don, -Mr . e 


: 


and children, Mr and Mrs L. B. Hillig,-Mrand - 


